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E-rorn rn edr ly  a8e i t  was c lear  that
I  the yol rg s . ion or  ihe von
Castellar mercantile fam y on Xarsis
Plethis was going to be a troub esome
son Dubbed precocious by some of hrs
tLrto6, and a spo li brat by oth€rs, ihe
young Cleander von Casielian was an
inte l igent  but  wayward chi ld .  Wrfu land
impu sve the he r to the von Castellan
trade licence was reckless and had an
unhealthy Jondness for wagers oi
games of chance A5 he grew to
nranhood, h s father would often have

to setue h s son s gambl ng debh and he
was a constant soLrrce ol embarrassrnent
io h is  fami ly 's  sood name.

n desperat ion,  h s  la iher  enro l led h is
wayward son in the mperial Naval
Academy at Bakka where he earned to
piot  a s tarship and foughi  n ,evera
battes But ihe r€g rnented festye of
th€ lmperial Navy was noi lor cleander
and, after only i!1/o years, he was
drshonourably d ischarged,  fo lowing an
incde' r i  i ' rvov ing an admlra ls  daughter
and a crashed fighter Cleander von
Ca(e lan returied to Xarss P ethis, and
once aga n iook rp his old ways,
ganrbl ing and cavorung wth h is
disreputable d ink lng compan ons

The hered iary trade licence of the
von castellans had been n the r
porsession tor generations and gave
ihenr eave to import  exotc goods
from ofJ-wond,  bui ld ing !p
extenr  ve land hodings and
properties. They were one of the
weathien mercantile fam lies on

Xa6is Peth s,  but  a l th  s  was to

change when ceander 's  fa iher  and
o der brothef were k lled n a bizaffe
hunt ing acc d€nt  Whi le shoot ing n ihe
nrorntains, the r cybeFmaniffs
mysteriously malf !nct oned and tore
the von caste l lan patrarch and h s he r
to shreds Th!s Ceander became DLrke
o{ the von Casie lan cornmercra l  empire
aid mnred ai€ y set about squandering
the lam ly fortun€ n ill advised
business veniure! and the cap tal city s
Samblng dens Wthin the space of  a
year C eander was forced to se I more
and more of h s fam y s estates and
prop€rties io seitle h s debis Yet the
yo!'rg von casie lan coniinued r his

H s debts grew to anronorn ca/
proport  ons and
owed to corrupt mer.befs of ihe local
planetary law enforcenrent agenc es
Soon his notes of credit were worthless
and he at  an realsed the scale of  hrs
problems The sal€ of v riually
everyth rg he owned n the word was
lur i  enough to pay what  he ow€d and,
wlih heavy heart he made his way to

Ihe co!6e of Clearder von Caste lan's
life would have iaken a very di{lerent
turn had h is  ro l te  not  taken h im pan
the capita s sh pyafd! With a credrt
slate and the von Cane an irade
l icerce ln  h s pocket  he realsed he had
found a way to rebuld the famiy
fodLrne and cont  nue v ing n ih€
manner io which fie had beconre
acclstomed Wlthin the space ot an
hour he had p!rchased a starrhip and
begln h is  lJe as a Rogue Trader l f  he
Bave any thoughi  to  the angry d€biors
he lef t  beh nd he dd not  show i t

c leander vor  casie l la i  swi f ty  earned
the ways ot the Rogue Trader,
becorning a shrewd merclrant and
ski led warr  or  He was qu ck to r€a ise
that the ways of trade and war were
not  d iss mla '  and.  as he t ravel led
further hrs ta enh n both grew Ne was
noi  above exp o i t  ng or  double crossing
a businels contact it ihe opportunliy
a'ose and as his wealth increased so too
d d h is  in famy On Gororan l l  a  man
nratch rg voi Caste an's description
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was said to have robbed the Cororan
Tradrng cuid of  near ly  every credi t
slate ii was charged with keeplig The
Cu lde15 of Drachus, a hlve world in the
5egmenium Tempestus, soon had cause
io curse ihe name of von Castellar
when it was d scovered he was selling
them foodsiuffs they had prev ousy
sh pped n,  and that  had s ince been
sto en. As von Casielan s notofleiy
grew he was forced to journey further
afeld and h s travels took him towards

He was the tirst hurnan to d scover the
wor ld of  cythera and the a lens that
dwel ed there The r wond was ich n
m neral resources ard Cleander was
q! ick to realse the potenta l for  prof t
He set  up exclus ive t rad ng rghts wi th
the cytherans ard began r l ih  essy
exploitrng ihe naive ali€ns Money
fowed into von caste lan! coffeB as
he pushed still further nto the galact c
south. He was to discover three rnore
non lmper ia wor ds and establsh
exclus ive business contracts wi th a lo f

h imsel f  up as a de ty  on one wor ld,
before lourneying back to Xarsis
P ethis. He krew that his d€bh were
wait ng for him and there were those
who would wrsh h im dead,  bui  von
Caste l lan was unconc€rned.  By now he
had accumulated mor€ wealth than
that  of  a l the mercant  le  fami les on
Xa6i! Pleihis combined, and f ihe

Duke s expeiences as a Rogue Trader
had iaughi him anything t was that it a
man had rnoney,  confdence and a f la l r
for ihe dramatic, he cou d get away
wth anyth lng

n the most decadent shutue
irnag nable, its outer shel completely
encased in gold and precious metak,  he
gaiecrashed the Viscount de
Martenique s Ball, a avrsh occasion
atiended €very year by the weaihiest
mercariie farnilies on Xarsis P ethis
aid cas'rally repaid a that he owed
wth interen. He bought back, at
hLrgey nfated p ices,  a l  the land,  and
propeties be onging to his fanrily that
he had been forced to se land set t  ed
back into the fe of leisure he had
enloyed before his adveniures.

Bui fe on hrs horne planei was stale
and dul l io  c ieander now H s sprr r t
craved the thill of €xplorat on, the
challenge of meeting rew excting alief
races and exploit ng them H s tales of
exotic adventure beyond the stals made
h rn a popular f gufe arnongst tfe
wealthy e ite of Xarsis Plethis. but it was
untortunate for von Caste lan ihat his
ta les fe l l  upon ihe ears of  Inqurr ior
Covenani  The lnquis i tor  knew he could
use ihe flarnboyani Rogue Trader ard
confronted him, nfom ng the Duke n
no uncedain terms that he now worked
tor him Failing to d sclose the existence
ot a ien worlds was a crlme and,
combrned with hrs oiher illegai actvities,

von Caste l lan kn€w he had f  ra ly  been
caughi  out  The Inquis ior  prorn ised he
would cause the records of von
castellan's crim nal past to dlsappear f
he egned agreemenis pledging hlrnself
and his sh p to Covenant

The Duke knew beiter than to reflse
an lmpe' ia  Inqusi torand,  ihouSh he
protesied vocrferously slgned the
agreements on severa occasions von
Castelfan has answered Colenani s ca I
and hrs exper i ise in  manipulaung
peop e has been nvaluab e in  ading
the lnq! is i tor  He enthu5ast ica ly
infiltraied th€ hedonistc pnesthood of
the D€cagogue oi Paneiha Varn,
d scovenig the Slaaneshi cult at its
heart! His extreme y thorough
invenigat ions proved pvota l  in  the
tra i tor !  unnrark ing.  At  other  Umes,  ihe
Duke's sk i l  a t  arrns has been requi red,
s lch as d l r ing the eary f ight ing n the
Donorian Sector againrt the K Nib,
wh€re he losi his eft eye

Despi ie  the i ime von Caste l lan has
spent  in  the servce of  Covenant ,  he
has l i t te  sense of  hono!r  or  duty a id
only contin!es to serve hlnr for fear
that  the l rq! is i tor  wl l l  renege on thei r
deal. c eander von castellan remains a
powerfu , f re uctant a ly of Covenant
and h is  sk i l l  ln  the ar t  o f  war and
a mon preiernat!ral sense ior danger
have saved ihe Inqu sitofs life on more
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