
The menber ol Deothwdtft klll-t€omi
ore drcwn lrom mdny dlttercd Spd<e
Morire ChdpteE. Here Grohdn MGileill
look itrto the hklory ol one ol itr non
fe!rcd leodel'. Bor e 8rctherAdonir.

DEFENDEFI OF
THE IMPEF|IUM

THE OBIGINS OF E}ATTLE EtFtOTHEFt AFTTEMIS

Elrotect  ng the l rnPenum f ,om the
r corrupror or a ef races rh€
Deathwatch torms the Chamber Mi lart
of the Ordo Xenos lts members are
drawn trom many differeii Chapte6 of
Space Marines, a of whorn have sworn
sacred oaih5 to rnairtain specially
trained alien fighters and stard ready to
deploy them at a morneni s notice
These warriofs afe banded
together to fom Ordo Xenos

Ma ne Captain may assume command
if circumstances dictate.

Battle Brother Alr€mis is a vetefan of a
hundr€d campaigns and hrs brav€ry is
beyond queston He was recruited into
the ranks of th€ Adepius Anartes almon
a cent!ry ago trom the feral word of

PosLr,  a ' r ight  word shro!ded in a lmost
pefpetual darkn€ss. The flerce nomadic
irib€, that inhabit th s b eak worid are
lock€d in a siate of constant warfare,
fightins tetr ble battl€s and f€asiing on
ihe J esh of  the dead A boodth l rs ty
cane ot wador monks ru es ihe tribes
aid preaches a culture of d€ath
wofship ihelr ph losophy berng that an
enemy s str€ngth can be harvested by
the eat ng of h s fesh. Death in baiile h
the goa ot every warrior, ft he beiieves
that he wi be tak€n to ihe Hall of
Vctors to s i at the feast tab e of the
UiUmate Warrior, a divine being who
embod es the pinnacle of fight nS

Waniors pcked from the strongest tr bes
are recru ted by the Chaplains ot ihe
Mortitacto6 who were once warrior
rnorks arnorgst the tribesrnen Even as
a youth, Alremis was one of ihe
greaiest watrors of h s tribe and he
paved the foor of h s fathers lodge
wth the skeleions of ihe riany e'remles
he kiled H s courage and feroc iy ln
batte was unrnatched and it was
inevtable that  many would seek h ls
death to harvesi his bravery. Artemt
new all who came for hinr unu at last
he was anrbushed and set upon by fifty

warnors rrom an enemy
tr be. The young
ArtemL killed thern a ,

wourds each one gnevous enough to
k ll a man outr ght lt was here atop a
p le of corpses thit ihe Chap a ns ot the
Moditactors tound the body of Artemt
who, despite hr!  woundr,  su lved This
was taken as a great omen for his future
and the Chaptefs Apothecar es returned
to then tu.tress monastery wih the
wounded youth to begin the process
that would transtorm him irio a Space

As a fu battle brother, Artemis quickly
drstingu shed himself, showing a talent
a'rd zealfor the destrucuon of alens
which earned him a place within the
specially tralned alien fighters who stand
ready to deploy at the behest of ihe
Deathwatch. lt was thirteen years before
that cal carne and, whe'r it d d, he had
perfected th€ art of killing aliens
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Ariemis ritually repainied h s arrno!r ir
the coloufi of ihe Deathwatch leaving
only a single shoulder plate with the
Chapter symbo of the Mortfacto6. In
the service oi /nqu sitor Severn us,
Artemis fi6t saw acton aga nsi a
Cenest€aler c!lt on the M ssionary
world of 5t Cap lene, where the pronrpt
action of the k l-team !ndoubtedly
saved the world from falling under cult
donr i ia t ion nqu s i tor  Sev€rnius
personally prarsed Artemis' bravery and
appointed him second in command of

For two decades Artern s fought
aiongside Inquisior Severnlus, rooiins
out alien corr!piion afd destroying alien
influenced cults wh€rever ihey were
discovered On Varnix Pr me, Ariemis
recovered crysta ine weaponry now
arsoclated wih ihe race of a iens known
as ihe Psy-Core oi P€rsus The nocturnal
wariors of the Hfud were thwarted in
their scherne to capture an Adeptus
Mechan cus base and countless nesis of
orks were exterrninated by ihe kill-

On the agr world of Tanenhorst
Ariemrs and Severnius discovered an
nienation ot warp creatures ihat had
psychically enraved the e'riire
population. The discovery came not a
mornert too soon as the creatures
atternpted io dominate the psyche of
the kr l . ieam and bend them to iherr
wl . Severniu, detected ihe aitenrpt and
was able to shie d the minds o{ hl,
t€am, but not before three Spac€
Mafrnes succ!mbed to ihe warp entt es
powers and turned their bolt guns on
the kill tearn. Bolier rounds fi ed the a r
and a further iwo Space Maf nes were
cl i  down by the gunfr re.  gnor ing the
hai lo t  shelh,  Ar tenr is  hacked down ore
of h s erstwhile al es wth a srngle blow
from hrs power sword and the kil ieam
formed a defenslve c rcle as ihe planet's
nhabitants and the r a e'r-domlnated
cornrades fell upon thern. Ariemis,
Severnius and the two rema ning Space
A.larines of ihe kill-team fought their
way.ear ot the trap and were able to
barricade ihemselves within a small
tenrple dedicated to the Emperor ii the
town s ma n quare.  Severnius was
drawn and pae, the effori of
maintaining ihe psych c shield draining
hrs rererves of strength rapidly while the
three Space Marines desperateiy hed off
the ens aved nhabitants and the r

For six days the killieam defended
themseves againn their frenzied
attackers unt lthey were finally able to

contact their orb t ng sh p to despakh a
Thunderhawk guiship to rescu€ ihem
frorn the !urface Before the gunship
cou d aid, the weaken€d S€vernius was
kr ed by one of the enraved Space
Ma res and command of the kiiliearn
passed to Arternis Together with the
nqu sitor s body, Arterni! and his battle
brothers fo!ght therr way aboard the
gunsh p and depart€d ihe doomed
world. Once on the r sh p, Alremls
ordered the panet bombarded wiih
cyclon c torpedo€s from orb t, knowing
it was the only way to be sure thai the
Erslave6 were destroyed. Artemrs and
the s!rvivlng mernbers of ihe killteam
retLrn€d to th€ nqu siion fodress of
Talasa Prime in ihe Ultima Segment!m
whereupon he was arsigned command
of the kilieam a'rd gven fresh warriors
to re nforce his squad.

Ariemis continues to serve n the
Deaihwatch, folowing the stench of ihe
xenornorph wherever he d scovefs it His
invesiigations lead h rn to the darkesi
recesses of the galaxy and his talent for
unve ling the hidden cofrupiion of alien
influer€e borders on the uncanny
Artern s has dedicated his life to the
protector of the Inrperium from the
threat of ali€n donr nation and there afe
mary wonds in ihe galaxy wh ch owe
iheif conUnLred existence to hls efforts.
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