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f .qu 5 to.s  o l  rhe Thor an ph,  osophv
lbe de ihat  the Empe,o wa ls
arnong HUman Iy
vess€s to do h is  work,  as he has done
s nc€ i inre began The rot t rg carcass
nraintaned in the Cold€n Throne s not
the Emperor, tor he trave s abroad
terd ing to h s Div ne W l l  inst i l l  ng h s
power into those that have been
chosen Tak ng th€ r nam€ from Saint
Sebastan Thor, whom they be eve to
have been s!ch a mortal vessel the
Thoran5 are convinced ihat  ihe
Emperor  yet  wats tor  a new body io be

und or cfeaied wh ch can conialn h s
nity for rnore than bief peiods of

ln essence, ihe Thorians nrive io
or create th s vesse so thai ihe

may re i l rn  io  lead Mank nd io

i1. 
;isdest ny and conq!est of.the galaxy

' i  
A l iho lgh n ihe r  pres€i i  fo l ,n  the
Thorans have only beer  par t  of  the

_ . rnqu tt or s po h.s fo, a fetr
-  

rn l lennra r€s!r  ect io .  n fa. t  ons of
.  one sor i  or  aro iher  have been more

or  less preseni  s ince is  io !nd rg
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work As f  rs i  ponu ated by Inqu stor
Dama!ko n 243.M32,  nrost  nq! is i tors
accept that to aff€ct evenh n the
matera l ! r ive6e the chaos gods and
by extension other  del t  es must  have
champ ons possess worsh ppers,
nfluence moriah or ternporarily creaie
phylica rnanrfestaion! in ihe form of
daemons The Ernperor s n fact ihe
greatest exarnple of ihls the galaxy
sparn ng lmper ium 6 merey the
rnatera l  nst r !ment  of  ihe Emperor .
Much of  the Pr lnc ip i€s o l  the Cod-
Incarnaie po n is  iowards gods,  and
other warp entties .raving aiter th€

However what  fa god cou d become a
physica ncarnai lon? l f  as the Thorans
expound a nran can become a god (as
they be ev€ happened at  the Emperor 's
Ascens on), i nards io reason thai a
god can becom€ a man. This is
Inq! is tor  Rapienner s  F^t  Pr incple o i
the Cod l rcar iate a god car  be.ome a
physica r .arnai lon.  The idea of  the
Cod lncarnate is that there wl be a
cetan ndivdua (or  lnd ivduals)  who
wi l l  a l low ihrs to happen a god could
nven ts  power nto a specal  nror ta
body and l tera y become a v ing god
I t  was l rq!s i ior  Loweberg s
nterpretat ons ot the Princ ples ol ihe
Cod Incarnate that first referred to
ihese physica vesse s as avatars

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE
GOD-INt rAFINATE
Wthout be rg restricted to the warp,
and theretore rest rc ted to the
rnanipu ation of crass, morta pawns
what  power wo!  d a god have? one
car eas y nrag ie that Hunranity would
be doomed f on€ of ihe avaiars were
to become an ncarnai ion o l  a Chaos
god Forus himself almosi a.hieved ihls,
and was on y def€ated by an equal ly
power lu l  be ng the Emperor .  S mi lar ly ,
the dea oJ the Cod lncarnate is  fo t
rest rc ted to hurnans.  Many nquis i tors
such as czevak and Cr i lndvald of  ihe
Ordo X€nos be eve that certa r faint
echoes and omens withln the warp
sugg€st  that  th€ E dar  are st rv ing to
create a new god to d€feat chaos;
whi le  a Cod-ncarrate of  the Ork
deiues Cork o. Mork wou d be tetr ble
However possib y an even greater

At the c€nire of th 5 belief s a body of
lore know'r as ihe Princ ples oJ the
Cod- lncarnaie.  Scraps ot  th  s ,  most

Inquisto6 are aware o i  br t  ony
nq!Gitofs who have proved ihe r
oyal ty  to the Thoran belef  have
acc€ss to the gathered wsdom ot
mi l lenr ia concern ng ihe Cod
lncarnate Over ihe years the
pr  fc  p les have been arnended
and added to,  and i  s  wide y

accepied by ihe Thor a'rs thai the
l, mosi comp eie version is the Henen
Manuscript, comp ""d by nquisitor
tlesten betweer 450 and 465 M40

Ihe Pr rcip es of the Cod ncarnate
postu ate that the Emp€ror tru y s a
god;  h is  near  death at  the hands of
Horus a low€d h m to f ina y shat ter  ihe
rnorta bonds shackling h s tru€
potenia l  and he ascended io ihe
power of a deiiy. L ke th€ other god, he
lras an exrsience within the warp, n
essence he is  the god of  Hlman ty  and
the Thor ans c la m they have gathered
much evidence to support  th is  The
one mitaiion to any god s ihat io
have power over the physica world,

they musi  re ly  upon mortas to do thei r
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threat io ihe lmper um, and the reason
why the Cod Incarnate is such a secret
that  only  the nql is i ton know of  i t ,  s
Raptenste n's proposa that t would be
posllble to re ncafnaie ihe Enrperor as a
iv ing being.

As Jar  as mon ol  the Thorans
opponents are concerned,  the 'Second
coming of the Emperor wolld b€ a
very bad th ng This is qLr te an
undeEtandab e posl tor  realy ,  and
spr ngs frorn unceriainty As nquisiior
Caetris p.oclarrned in his Doctrines of
Disbelief

t the Emperor were to become a cod-
Incarnate,  would the Emperor  be
destroyed if th ngs went wrong, f ihe
avatar was !n!u table, or the rituah
went awry? Ev€n ll the transfer of
Power succe€ded whai would happen
to the Anronomican? f ihe Ernperor
were in phys cal torm could he be kiiled
aga n a'rd it so would he be desiroyed
rorever, expos ng Humanity to the many
pef h that the Ernperor protech
Mankird irorn? Most irnportantly, what
would be Humanity s reaction to having
iherr  god walk lng among them once
rnor€? | can tell you now witholt a
,hadow o{  doubt ,  the Inrperum would
be tom apart by war, a! believers and
unbel ievers cashed wi th each other '

Caetris ther w€nt on at gf€at ength to
expand upon ihese vews encouraglng
l ike-rn nded Inqu stors to s tanrp out
resurrec ionrst  tendences,  leadi ' rg  to the
secret internecine w knowr n the
InquisiUon s annak as the Caetis Sch sm
which asted for some thtrty seven years.
All in all rnost lnqu siio6 side with
caetis opinion and wou d rather s€€
the (atus quo suna ned and any chance
of the Emp€ror rei!rnifg elimirated.

THE OUEST FOFI
THE 6OD-INCAFINATE
For those who know of (and believe if)
such th ngs it is the task of the
Inqursition to seek out possible avatars
and kill thern or in the case of ihe
Thoians,  contro land study them Over
severa thousand yea6 the Thorans,
and certaln oiher inierested factions
such as the Hoflsians, have gathered

vasi amounts ot intorrnation which to
them irdicate possible avaiars (see Signs
and Porienh below) Under ihe cover of
rooiing out hereUcs. witches and
mutanh ihe Thorians are ako search ng
for ind viduals who show signs of
avatar Irke properUes so that they can
observe capture or f they appear to b€
avatars of Chaos, destroy them.

srcNs aNE 
"t*-a"a=The Principles of the Cod-lncarnai€ tell

of the coming of ihe new god anridst
great  upheava,  s i r fe  and war Anc ent
prophecies and divrnations claim that
ihe Cod-incarnate s arival w ll be
proceeded by calamlious eveits. For
ihe Thorans,  many of  ihese prophecies
are cuneruy being realised the
tum!ltuous clrcumstances of recent
yea6 irdlcate that the iirne of the Cod
Incarnate wil soon be upon ihe galaxy.
I l rey point  to  Chazghkul ls  massive
Waaaghl at Armageddon, ihe
encroach ng h ve fleets of ihe lyfanrds,
the gradual re-awakening of the
Necroniyf aid other €venis as
ind cations of growing t!rrnoil and strife
wh ch herald the Cod- lncarnate

Slmiiany, there are irdicators ihat poiit
towards who ih€ avaiars will be -
shrouded in myths and legerds as you'd
expect Much of this 6 obscur€ io the
point  of  useessn€ss;  He shal l  have a
ereat doonr upor h s brow , He shali be
a witch ot gfeai powef, He shall be
aiered i r  the physca form' ,  'He shal  be
abe to talk and wa k with the an mah
and other obiuse r€ferences. To this end,
th€ Thorans round up a l l the psykers and
mutantr they can; to stLrdy them, io find
out what m ght link them tosether and
what teanrres a possibe avatar might
display Nobody knows all of the poss ble
signs ard n ihe centlies s nce the
Thorans began to grow n power ih€f€
have been sev€fa l fase a lams,  mrch to
the chagr in of  the ' rq!  s tors who adhere
to the philosophy lt is not uncornmor
for Thorans to be seen as scaremongers
by other lrquisiiofs often they are
portrayed within oth€r lactions as s€€lng
avatars wherever they ook {or them.
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