
An evoaolive 5elling (on reolly
give your Inquisi lor compoign on
eKiting edge. In lhir orfi(le,
Gov Thorpe describes how he
wenl oboul lhe (reotion ol Koris
Cepholon, fie setling for lhe
Sludio Inquisi lor (ompoign.

l - - ' l  ie  of  lhe ih  ngs th i i ,er ly  helps
l - l m a l e  a . r m p a g .  s o , l  i s  h a v i n g
a we t l ro !ghi  o! t  cons stent  set t  ng
wh ch growt a id changes over  the
co!Ee o l  the .ampa gn,  prov id ng a
real  envi ronnrei t  i  whlch the p ayetr
bat t les are set  Havi fg don€ a bt  of
th s nryself, this is the fi6t in a serier of
ar t ic les n which '  I  be expla r  nS how
to go abol i  do ng lun that  creat  rg
and 'rnn ng a wor d To lustrate what
' m  t a l k i g  a b o u t ,  l w l l b e  d e v e l o p r g

the lnrpera wor ld of  Kars cephalon,
the set t  ng for  our  J  t r t  St ld  o l rq!  s i tor

GETTING STAFITED
so whai are those bas c d€ta , you
feed to know? Eroadly speak ng you
need to th nk of  two ihrngs po i  c !  and
technology n the lmper i !m the two
tend to be .elat€d to €ach other, and
genera y wo.ds are categorised by tlres€
two factoE Gee the oor oppos t€ for
some examples of  d i f€rent  mpera
wordt  of  course,  Inqustor  b€ ng the

game t is yo! may evef want t; set
yol r  campa gn on a non mpera word
don t  fo fgei  ocatons such a,  mrn ng
coloi es on astero ds, orb ta space
nat ions aboard narsh ps and the k€

Many ot  the categor ies sted can be
m xed and nratched to creai€ mor€
conrp ex envi ronnrent t ,  wh ch .onre
onder the S€neral  heading of  cv i l ised
wond Th s 5 what  I  d id for  Kars
cepha on -  ldecded to go for  a m x of
agr ic !  ture m i ing ard commerce
d dn t  want  a card nal  word as such
but  to creaie some nt f  gue and rnterest

gave ihe wor ld a heavy Ecclesrarchy
trad t  on so that  whie t  is  act la  y
r ! led by an mper a l  commander the
Card naloJ Kans Cephalon has a great

Iechnologica ly  went  for  a fa i ry
nandard m x of h Sh tech and low tech
€qu pment  wai t€d to creaie the
mpresson that  wh e the. i izens of
Kafis Cepha on had access to certain
wonderf! advances of sc ence t was
by no means comp ete p ic ture a

world where neam driven mororails
crss-cross ihe connnenh on great  s tee
consi ruct  ons,  but  smal ler  cornburt ion
engines are not  used nstead local
transport is n the form of ho6e drawn
carts and ihe ke. t s ihis contradlction
oJ df f€rent  technologi€s wh ch is  one
oi the nrongest thenres of the
Waf iammer 40 000 !n vefse,  and
warted a wor d wh ch captlred that
theme r some very rea ways

PTIT IT SDME\A/HEFE!
Have a ook at  a map of  the lnrperum
and de. ide where yo!  want  yo!r  wor d
to be A wond s ocaton wi th n ihe
lmpef  um has an ef{ect  on many ih i fgs,
nclld nS how iso ated it is from Tetra
how rnuch the Inrper  a l  organisafons
ntetere wi th 15 r !n i lng how
nrportant t s cons dered and so on A
wor ld in  ihe 5egm€ntum 5( ]ar ,  cose to
Earth is llkely to be old, enab shed and
an mpor iant  par i  o l  the Inrper i rm.
Whereas a p anet on ihe Eastern Fr nge
at  the edge o l  the Astronomcor ard
lar from T€tra, w I be more of a froniier
wond, ,olated from authonty and eft
to  ts  owf  dev ces for  much of  the t  me
I ts  ocae w l lhave other  in f !ences
s!ch as ih€ proximrty oJ threats rlch a!
the Eye of Terror, ihe Tyranrd h ve fleeis
and Ork domains Aso the posi t ion o l
yorr  wor d wi l  have some s gni f  carce
when determ ning its h siofy (which I'
write aboui in a bit) and h part in
nralor €vents thatlrave affeci€d the
l m p e r r m . T h s  s  w h e r e  a  b t  o f
research w/ come in really handy.

Kais Cephalof  5 qu te c lose to the
.entr€ o l  t l re  l rnper  um ontheborder
between the Segenrentum Soar ard
Segment!nr  T€mpest !s  lh  ocaion
suggests thai  i t  5  qui ie  an o d wor ld wth
reg!  ar  contact  wi th the lmp€r um and
reasonably cos€ (if galadic terms ) io
the spirii!a y rmpo.tani worlds of Terra,
Ophe a and Cathaamof estab sh ng a
reason tor the Ecc esarchy s greaier
i'rflenc€ i'r th€ word s po t cs. Ih6 ako
place, Karu cephaon qu ie close to the
newy arrived ryran d hive fl€€t
tevathar ,  and th€ S'ow ng O'k Waaagh
cer i red or  Armageddon.

CFIEATING
\NOFILDS

lNOt l l s lTOFl  EAN/ |PAlGN SETTINGS
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IMPEFIIAL \NOF|LD TYPES
AGFII-\A/OFlLD5
Agrl-worlds are h!ge larms, geared
towads exportrng loodnuffs to hive
words, forge woids and other non self
suticient places Ihey have a ow
populaton dersty and te.hnology can
raige from se1'managed farmirg wth
alionrated lrarvesteG down to ho6e and
plough leve. A6rl'worlds don t have a
loi of di tary resource aid a,e ollen
vllnerabe io atiack There are few large
.onu|banois, and mon of ihe populace
iives in scattered rural connunitie5.
s lave abolr  is  of ien empoyed,n ower

.IEAO \A/OFILDS
These worlds have minimal eveh non
exstent,lfe traces Ihis r€sults from
ecoogica catastrophe, devastai ng
internecine war, lmpera or alren
interyeftron or no aitributable cause
Occasionally a dead wond may harbo!r
arcient technology, alien rurns and oiher
sites ot interest to the lnquisition, and
some may have fesearch nations,
exploratory camps or f edgling coonies.

FOFIEE \A/t]FILt]S
Forge worlds are the sovereEn domalfi of
ihe Adepius Mechan cls They a,e planef
wrde iactoies and may also seNe as a
base of operat,ons for on"" of ihe Tiian
Legiofs Forge worlds afe ssennd for ihe
suppy ot arms and armouf to ihe
mPer!m s combat Jorces. They are aso
van reposilorler ol knowcdge wiih
extensive hbrans and archives which
would cofta n much of rnlefen to an
nquisltor Ihe Adoptus Mechanrus guafds
this kiowl€dge leaously tholgh and
outside inierlerefce and vtriioE are not

CAFEINAL \N DFLDS
Cardrnalworlds afe r! ed over by the
Eccles archy a.d act as c€nires of
sptrii!aland physicalpower of the
Mrnistorum of T.rra The Minislorum has
a great  dealof  temporalpower a id
resour.€s and.ard nalwords tend to be
wel l  defended w th a f  lv  h, !h dee,ee
of  technoogr rnd 's tandard o i rv  n i
Usually they are governed by a corncil
ol Cardirah (hence the name) or
perhaps a lone Cardinal acts n the role
of lmpeia commander

FIESEAFIEH STATIONS
This category conta ns a wide var ety ot
locations nclud nE olbik natiors,
ast€roidal emplacemenh and other
major fac iles on dead wonds, deaih
wo ds or on other parets. Research
statiois ar€ respons ble for a wlde
var€ty of research. from animaLbreedi'rg
and donesticalon to weapons testng
and geie eigrneei.g They are also
lisieniig and wakh post! for pianetary
and system d€feice of impo.taht woflds

DEATH \A/OFILDS
Thes€ af€ planets whrch are too
daigerols io s!ppo.t wdespread human
seiileme.t They vary a Sreai deal in
iype Typ cal wo ds may be wo d wide
junges which harbo!r  man eanng p lanis
and carnivorous animas or batren
rockscapes str€wn with volcanoes and
wracked by nucea storms There worlds
are near impo$ be io colonise but mrn
be prop€rly explored which nece$itatet
the provislon of oltpons and other
{acilities Some harborr fth mineral,
veEetable, aiimal or gaseous resources

MEDIEVAL \ /fIFLDS
These have a iechn cal base lun pior to
or jun aiter back powder state.
Estabishment ot wide sudace culiural
ard polltical organisai ons, fof €xample
trade guilds, fiefdoms and such Ike
Some useful re0uiting for mpeial
6uard and Ad€pils Astartes As with
ferd wonds. these planeis are vulnerable
io atlack as they have JLiile cenidl
orsanisaton and very dude batilegear

GARC|EN \ /EFLES
carden worlds are paradises, w th rolliig
prarns deep ioreels. inrpressive rnornfaln
anges aid sw€epiig coan nes These
afe havens fof mpenal nobles and those
wiih the r€sourc€s and power as retreah
where they can go hurting. llthifg,
campiig and oihef such wildern€ss
derghtr As you can lmaglne there
worlds are hoibeds of i.tr Eue and
heresy as decadeit nobles rogue
i.ade6, nrperlal cornmande15 and th€ir
like mrx iogeih€r potiing and schehing
a! thetr klnd are wo.i io do

MINING \ /OFILtr5
As agrl'words are to foodst!fts, mlning
worlds are to minerals. Tlrese are ore-
ich planeb whlch export unprocessed
nrinerah a'rd flr€tak for rnanufactue on
forge worlds and hlve words They are
usuaiiy very rouSh and ready places, lull
oi hafdened mlne6 and thek equa y
hardeied lamilies. D gging under
mountains olten turns up strange
adefacis, anciert fo$ilised remains and
othef  matera l that  would grab a i

FEFIAL \A/OFILDS
Feralwords have a iechno/ogrca nate
whkh s conlderaby pre black powder
even pre-Brcnze or Stone age in ihe most
backward cases Sometmes they are a
good soo,ce of lmpera Cuard and Adeptus
Anades recru ts. The lmperialcomnaider
s ofien d stani in orbt usually with
rifrequeit sudace lorays io estab6h
pLrses of psych c ia eni and niuiation
Watror c! t5 and w desprcad felgour
h€resy i geiera are conmon anongsi
feralwor ders, and lnip€rlalcomnrande's of
such planeh are t€q!ently urdeis!spicion

HIVE \A/OFILEIS
The bLrlk of a h ve wodd s sufface is
gen€lally iihospitable even deadly, io
h!man life aftef ceniuries of poil!iion
Massive ufban conglomerai ois .alled
HivesJnany niles in height, are the
priicipe pop! ation centr€s Factory,
mi.lng afd atmosphere processing afe
ihe nain lndusties. There is a high
mpo /expod ra1o, padicularly o{
Joodnuffs and freih water in.oming, with
machinery and war material outEolnE
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I

, . ' " . : . i
r rere ar€ not  on !  eg t  nate po! !€r

Pf ]LITICAL
E]FIGANISAIIc lN
r low s your  wo d r !  ed? Does t  have
a sore mper ia comma.der ( th s  6
! - . !a  y  t l re  c .5e)  or  some (nd of
.onrr  t tee)  Doe!  the i t le  pa$ by
rrered larv r Bht or s th€re some fofnr.
c l  ee. t ron synemt What  oth€r

organ5aions have some power o1 t fe
u/or  d? Exampl€,  nc ! . le  i rade g ' l  d !

p aferary ar  s1c.ra. !
s  av€rs manl lact ! f ing .ar te s  re g or !
cu h and of .o!Ee rmp€la
organ satrons su.h as the Adept !5
M€chan cut ,  Arb tes,  Str tefhoo. land
the Adept !s  Anartes

b ocs io .o is  c€r  Are there r€bels on
the wor d '  rho w sh for  . ,  change in
r !  ersh p? Tl r€re . ra!  be prc and af t
mPer.  lactor !  vyr .g 10r  Ccm nafce
tet rorn groups 4ho a.€ pro a ef  or
ant  r ! ! :n t  rhere iay be s!b lers ve
re,g oLrs 5€. ts  T iese ! " iergro!nd
f a c l o i ! . a r  ! .  ! 5 e . l i o  a d  o r  o p p o s e
lre nq!  s  r .E aeperd fq o.

r  s  : i e  - r . . 0 1 . i : f e j E o r g a n s a t o n s
tre .  p .  r .< - :  . : .< :1t r0b ng powerp ay

: . i r :  aa_ :9" :  : :e  -  ar !  aanta gf  and
.c!  j1 .E t ry  to

: .1ere5 and br  ng

' ' , ,1F: l  : '9  : .e  ' :s . - l .e !  . f  these
. ' i :_  i : : : ' ! r  l .  :ne\ '  ha le the r  o! !n
: . : - - : .  : ] . : : j  

. 3  : h i y  I  l e
- r ' : : - i . : :  : . . i . r s  l o n  o f f . w o n d )
:  : _ :  :  r  -  : :  o . s : : i d n g  a r m y  o t

. .  f r ; r ied the
: : :  : j  :  :_ ,  : :  :  : -  I  n ,or3 par t  n the
' , -_ .  : '  r :  :  a . .^ :  f .1  t rs  we I  a!  ih€

. : : ' r  : .Tnarder  a5 a
' :  : : : : r l  r - .  :  vored fof
: : : _ : . .  r 1 0 r  a  T 1 1 6

. : : : : ' : : :  j  : , - : :  - : -  i l ]e  larnr  and
, ,  : i  e .onomt.

a : : _ : :  : :  : : - : . : : : . .  c l r  a s o
: :  :  \ : -  ;  : , : : - :  : .  :  i  : . .  ! f d € r c a s r
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tt s worth sp€nding some time
reading €xirting .naterial, auch a5
Wtrhamm€r 4O,O00, Cod€xes, White
Dwarf and Black Library publjcations.
ror a start, tnere's probably plenty of
things thai wjll inspjre you for id€as,
while it willalso highlight areas you
might waqt to think about when
creabng your world. Pl!s, of cou|se,
it's fun readjng ali that background

of rnuianis. Mutant labour s an
rmpodant conrnrodiiy, a'rd wou d b€ a
def n ng pad of fe on Kars cephaon
Obvrousy a arge rnutant populat ion
wou d be frowned upon by ceriai'r
members ofthe Inquston, whle the
€ te are blilt upor the use ol raves aird
wou d b€ very keen to protect the r
nierests agarnsi Int€r{erence. Ihe slaves
thenrselves are anoth€r dirnension. Wth
any forced labour ins!rection is a very
rea threat, and I creaied a mutant
!ndergrourd movemeni which engages
n t€rrorsi  actvt  es io repealthe save
aws (wthout mlch success to date l
m ght add )

ECONOMY
How does ih€ word and the
population s!stain themselves? ! there
a tree econorny or a socia ist
d sirrbuuor of wealih and resources?
How does money reflect po itical
power? ls there a feudalsysienr of
taxaton, or a more centralsed
€conomy? Does ihe wond trade with
oiher planets, of  s i t  s€ f-suna ning
The interaction with other worlds can
be used io kick off a carnpa gn and
draw the nquisi t ion s attenton. For
exarnpie, what f a mrn ng wond
sudden y stops fllf lling ts coniracts to
an important m litary factory? The
lrquisi tors nrust f lnd out what has
stopped the mlnes producing, or
perlraps someone on ihe nlide is
feeding nformaiion to human or a ien
prraies so ihat they can ambush the

Th s can also happen interna ly on a
world. Picture a hive word where
sornething has happened to the water
processing p ants Waier is n shori
supply, the popu ace is on the verge ot
dehydraiion and rebellion ihos€ wiih
the corcct contacts nad running black
markei suppl ies, and a the whi le no
one knows why the water has stopped
r/owrng

As I nrentioned, Karis Cephalon has a
m x of agriculiural and ndustfal

e.oiorny aid is gen€rally ,elt
sunain ng lndiv  dualweath i ,  based
upon slave abour tor the malority and
I figured that nrost of the p€ople on
Kais Cephalon were either membefs of
or worked fof one of a few merchart
families that hold rnost of the p anet s
wealth. only those of the Ecclesrarchy
clergy wou d be oltside this
framewofk, although the Min stor!m
wo!ld aso have its'own m nes and
farms for generating wea th

HISTEFIY
Nothlng adds depth and travitas to a
seiung like a bit of h story. lf you can
rnake the players fee ke th s world has
had an existence of its own before they
adved,  that  i ts  rot  just  b€en
constructed for them then it beconres
rnore rea as an environment

Th€ deia of your hisiory can vary. You
can keep events that happened a long
t ime ago feasonaby vag!e,  even
mythica n sorne cases Estab ish rg a
his tory rsn t  as d fncul t  as l t  sounds,  a
yo! reaiy need are a few key events
that  help to def  re the way the wond s
nowadays or ihat ntroduce elements
ihai nray be picked up on in story ines
dur ing the carnpa gn.

A good stari is a t mel ne - a record of
evenh that have occured prior io ihe
characteG atrving This s tor yorr own
reterence nrore than the p ayers and s
someih ing whch you can expand upon
at a ater t me The f rst th ng to
estab ish is  how long the wor ld has
been setUed. Does i pre date ihe
l rnper ium, was i  set ted duing ihe
Creat Crusade, or has t been
discovered (or red scovered) in the last
10,000 years? Th s ha! an effe.t on the
so of  word i i  wl lbe what  c ls tonrs
and t radi tons rnay ex st ,  and the k ind
of re aiionsh p it has wiih the rest of
the Inrper ium. Cenera ly ,  the o der  a
wor d the more set n ts ways it w
be. lt rnay have relig ons that precede
the Emperof  and have been modi fed
by ihe Ecc eslarchy brltaly stamped
out ,  or  perhaps st i  ex is t  n hereucal
culh ihat  are h!nted down by the
author t ies.  Over a long h is tory,  a wor d
is  l ike ly  to have be€n through a lsor ts
of events, such as rebel ons, alien
invaslon Chaor l icurs ions.  schisrns o i
falth etc Have a look at the
background n Warharnmer 40,000
publications and dec de what was
happening on yourword dur ing
imporiant ages such as the Horus
Her€sy, the Age ol Apostasy,
Macharius' Crlsades and sim lary
imporiant t mes of upheaval and - I :
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.h t r r !e  ! ' /a :  the wor l  : f ie . teC : t  a
nvovE. l  fea!  ,  r  t l ie5e €!er t !  or
5c atd l rom t r re i r rmor e ig!  t  i i i  the

As {e i  as lhc rNrd !  i r lo lenent  r
ur  der  c lc f t5 t !  a  Sood dea 10 cone
!rp ! ! th  one or  i ! , ro  pr lo ta ' roneih i
ts  ow.  h story These sho!  d re
50reih ig  dra| r , i !e  . ,a .ged the
co!rsc o l1he word 5 deleopne. i ,
Po t  c !  o f  eccnonY N some r t ry ,  : !ch
a5 a cv rar  a .at l ra .atastrophe cf
perhape o!h de i teuci t  on iLr .h .s  : ,1

n l a s . .  A a f n : t . r  !  1  : ' - : : : : i i

:  : :  :  i . : .  1 : ! ! e p a t

: : : :  _ r . f . l . t a  
I , n

:  : : : . n t . . ! . t e t l . e

r e l s e d : . e t p i I r i r r ,  : : :
r a t  r i e f : f e  .  n e  ! r i : : - : : r

F o .  K a r ;  C e p h d  . 1  : ,  , ! :  !
s |gs .n  tha !  t  r ia5  ! r ! - i : : r  :  :  :
t h e  t n  c  o t  t f e  l - . 1 ,  F e  i !  : :
. e t  r  r c y  4 o r  a  h a L ' s  L e . :  :  : :
t re  . . r r ! r  ! ;  . , r3  .  j  . , . . :  :  _  :_
<r . f , ' r  as  i i re  A :e  0 r  AD. r l : :  :

so ie  oca  la lo i r  . . . : . : : . ; :  i

d l r  r g  ( h . l r  : i  o  I  r . _ : ' . f  : ,
o !€ r th ro( i  b !  popJ : f  f . , r . :
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nq!  !  tor  or  other  lmpodair t  d  Sn tary
Ycl r  pothooNs arn be t€d .  ! r th
anc cni  h nory as we w th a manner
01 prophccre i  nr !s t i .  cyc e5 afd
fec l rn ' iS evei ts  io  loreshadofL i foub es

F o  K a r s  C c p h a  o r  l s € t ! p a p a g l e
sfeep ng r r re ml tar t  pop!  a.e cad ng
Io a i  !psrrge n p io-ml taf l  v  o eN.e
ard , rdt r ,  t !  1  :  so le . . le . r  that  t |e
potents ot  the warp have ed nan!  to
bel  e le rhat  Kar  5 Cepha o.  6 locai€d at
(fre .entr€ nT an astrologica
.nnver8en.e Th s w I  last  1or  s . lera l
leatr and nafro( |re gap bei!\reef rea
slace ana warp lpace a ow is
daemonr and other  e i t ies ic  bre: r
thro lgh morc €as y ! ! .h  a i  c le i i
oc. ! t r  very rare iy  a id noi  on y hes t
slarted to aitract attent on wrrh r the
nq!  5 t ron Adept ls  Anra Te epath .a

ald 5.ha an.a Psykaia b! t  a  so
!rao!bted y a lcn ra.es r  be dfar i
toward5 the !  or ld  l f  tha i  wasn t
. .oL.rgh r !m. ! r  afe orc! la t inE thal  r i
the abyr  nth o l  . : ta . !mb!  beneath the
ceprr :  s  af  a i .  ent  re.pon l ron ihe
Dar l  Age oI  Technolog!  (norn o i  y  : !
th€ Ange A thr€e of  these D ot  hooks
ca.  be expanded !poi  dependrng whai
grabs t l re  p ayc15 a l tenton and maybe
ihey are al nked . 5ome ,,.iay

TELLING THE PLAYEFS
Now thai  yo!  !e  thoughi  abo! t  a l  rh !
yo!  ieed io T ld  a me.haf  snr  to
fforn t,re p ayers of some bas .
deta s Depend ng on the character
ihcy are p layfg,  thrs co! ld  ta le the
iorm oi  an of fc i  bre lnB gathered
r !no!rs  r€searan rn . in .  €nt  tornes and
the (c  Present  thcm r \ '  ih  a doc!ment
wh ch conta i !  . fornat  on per t  fe i t  to
the r  charad€r a id !  rve lmorc as the
campa gn progrefes n rac( ,  t i re  qLre5t
tof nionrat on nray actla y fornr a
(enar o to D ay hofr '  abol t  a  h€ n on
a brarv o '  arch ve to d S oL.r t  some
:ccrets,  or  perhap!  the k dfapp ng of  a
o.a h stor ian or  archaeo og st  s ,ho has
been d SS ng afoLnd i  p laces he rea y

Opposte s an lnq!  s i tor ia  repor ton
(ars CeDlra lon r rh.h wo!  d h.nd o l t
to players before the canrpaign +ad5

Wei ,  l l ra t  !  tus i  a  few po nters io  go.g
aboLr i  creat is  a word toryo!r
, iq ! rs  tof  set t  ig  n lu t ! re ss!es be
ook ng at  deverop ng act !a oc; t ro i5
tu ih I  your  set t rng,  afd aso scr iptnB a
.anpargn lor  yo!r  p ayer !
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