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“Painting Borses

By Elliott Saunders

This article is based on a painting guide we found whilst surfing about the internet, and we though it was so good
we’d make sure everyone saw it. It’s one of many painting and modelling articles on Elliott’s site (¢« w0 w.ellsiweb.com),
which is well worth a visit next time you’re on-line. To demonstrate the results of these instructions we got our own
Mr Roach to wield his brushes and give us an example of each, painted as per the instructions. Anyway, without

further ado, over to Elliott:

A few people consider painting horses as an enjoyable
pastime, others really detest it since their detail is often
minimal and their expanses of large, mostly smooth areas
can be tricky to highlight. I am, I'm afraid, of the latter
camp, and I seriously try to shy away from horses
whenever possible. However, I have written this guide so
that all those new to the hobby may take the opportunity
to see exactly how a horse is painted, even if they, too,
never want to paint one!

Now, I am no horse rider, in fact, I've only ever sat on one
horse in my life, so whatever I say in

this guide is not in any way
gospel, but I have collected
many references and
viewed a LOT of
pictures to try to
make this guide
as factual as

possible.

BHoof Tofours

Hoof colour is very dependant on the limb and the horse. Black
hooves will never appear on white horses, and white hooves
never appear on black horses, however striped hooves may
appear on either. Stockings or socks can be either white or black,
and will depend on the horse as to how far they come up and
what colour they are on the leg. Ermine marks are speckled
white lines above the hoof that has black marks or dots on.

Striped Black

Zebra
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Bfages and Haciaf Striping

Blazes can occur on any colour of animal, regardless of whether the animal can have socks. Here are a few of the common varieties of ‘blaze’.

7!!\10 B

Snip ~ Long Snip Stripe Blaze Muzzle Face

There are a few ‘areas’ on the horse that I may refer to in this guide, and they are as follows: I

F = L Mane: The hair running
' down the back of the
‘horse’s head and neck.

. Muzzle: The lower end
of the horse’s face, from

Tail: Hairy bit above the bum.

just under the eyes
down.

Cuffs/Socks: A white
patch that can extend
iragmwiithessiefetlocks
through the cannon, up

/ to just above the knee.

Cannon: The upper part of the ;
lower leg, just below the knee but
above the fetlock.

Fetlock: The ankle, just above the
hoof but below the knee and cannon. : s _ T
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“Meafy Nuggfes
This is quite a complex question and depends on the horse’s parentage and genetic makeup, but suffice to say that almost all horses
can have a mealy muzzle, except some very dark horses, such as bays and blacks.

*best scientist voice* It occurs most commonly in roan or medium brqwn horses and often in ‘mules/donkeys/asses. It is essentially
a genetic dominant gene ‘defect’ — (because horses are not bred for it’s trait, its a problem that has largely been overcome with time
so older horses (from fantasy/ancient armies times) would have had a more visible problem because of a rouge gene called
‘Pangare’. There is also another ‘defect’ that occurs naturally in light, usually white or dapple horses, called blood spots, which are
essentially a concentration of flea bites, often on the flanks and shoulders).

Anyway, mealy markings can cause lighter areas on the belly, muzzle (most common when it occurs at all), inner legs and over the
eyes. It is usually bred out these days and for the most part, is actually uncommon in horses anyway (it's more common in mules).
Mealy points are off-white (Bleached Bone or white/BB mix) and are sometimes so extensive they can occur up to the throat, breast
and flanks. Usually in such cases, the horse also has light eye rings and a muzzle but a dark belly.
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Further
Information
More Movdbeim

Website




