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THE BOLT THRUSTS ITSELF
FROM THE MUZZLE WITH
THE SMALLER CHARGE, AS
IF IT WERE BUT A LESSER
WEAPON.

WHEN IN THE AIR IT
SHOWS ITS CALIBER.
ITS OWN PROPULSION
BURSTS INTO LIFE.

IT ACCELERATES.

ITS DIAMANTINE TIP
WOULD PUNCH THROUGH
CERAMITE PLATE.

THE
MACHINE
SPIRIT
PAUSES,
GIVING A
MOMENT TO
BURROW
INSIDE...

IT DETONATES.
A HERETIC DIES.







FOR MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND YEARS THE LIVING CORPSE OF
THE EMPEROR HAS SAT IMMOBILE ON THE GOLDEN THRONE.
THE IMPERIUM OF MAN IS BESET FROM EVERY SIDE.

A MILLION SPACE MARINES, THE EMPEROR’S ANGELS OF DEATH,
DEFEND THESE MILLION WORLDS.

THERE IS NO HOPE. NO PEACE. NO LOVE.
IN THIS GRIM DARKNESS OF THE FAR FUTURE, THERE IS ONLY WAR.
AND HEROES LIKE MARNEUS CALGAR FIGHT IT.
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NOVA THULIUM,
MACRAGGE SYSTEM, ULTRAMAR.

NOW.

[0010K] LORD
CALGAR?

1AM
96.875% SURE
YOUR MIND IS
ELSELUHERE... =

I RECALL
THIS A FINE,

DEFENSIBLE

POSITION.

e ————
T 1T WY

=

)

ER...
I REPEAT.I AM--
KLLKKLK--QUINTLS
HEXIMAR. 4

I'M THE
ADEPT WHO HAS
BEEN BLESSED

WITH THE HOLY
missian 10 STUDY THE
RECONSTRUCTION OF
THE ULTRAMAR 5UB-

SECTOR DEFENSES.
AFTER THE CHAOS
INCURSIANS, THEY




COMPARED TO THAT, SOME RUBBLE
IS RELATIVELY PLEASANT. IF WE
ARE TO BE DENIED BETTER DAYS,
PREFERABLE THEN TO PLAN
FOR THE WORSE ONES.

ELL,
HEXIMAR. TELL
ME OF ULTRAMAR'S
WOUNDS AND HOW WE
CAN SUTURE THEM
TOGETHER...

THERE HAS BEEN TIME TO REBUILD SINCE MY LAST BATTLE
HERE. ONE WOULD HAVE HOPED REPAIRS WOULD HAVE
PROGRESSED FURTHER ALREADY.

NOVA THULIUM
IS AN IMPORTANT AGRI-
WORLD. IT FEEDS THIS WHOLE
SUB-SECTOR AND MORE. ITS FIRST
IMPRESSION SHOULD BE ONE
OF UNVARNISHED IMPERIAL

IT HAS. AND SEEN WORSE ONES. WHEN IT
WAS COVERED BY HERETICS. WHEN IT
WAS SWARMING WITH TYRANIDS.

WHEN IT WAS
DECKED WITH THE
CORPSES OF THE FAITHFUL, ¥
HANDS QUTSTRETCHED TO THE
HEAVENS FOR DELIVERANCE
THAT CAME TOO LATE...

¥ STILL IN THE FIELD, T
HAVE SOME INITIAL

‘ﬁ,- LUHILE S0ME \
y OF MY TEAMS ARE \
ANALYSIS

MY LORD.
THERE IS AN
A\ ATTACK.




THE REWARD FOR SUCH
UNEXPLAINED INGENUITY
S DEATH.

REQUIRES

AN IMMEDIATE AND
PERSONAL
RESPONSE.

AN
@\%}% 1
Mv ;, N

PREPARE A
THUNDERHAWK. BRING
ME A DEMI-COMPANY
OF MARINES. UNSEAL
THE GAUNTLETS OF

ULTRAMAR.

W

DID YOU
THINK WE
WERE IN A TIME OF
PEACE,LITTLE
ADEPT?

A FORCE
OF HERETICS. THEY
CRASHED A TRANSPORT
VESSEL INTO ONE OF
THE HARVEST'S
FRONT LINES.

HOW SUCH
ASMALL FORCE
MANAGED TO PENETRATE
SO FAR INTO OUR DOMAIN

IS...AS YET UNKNOWN,
MY LORD.

IS YOUR MIND DISTEMPERED? 4 THE WHOLE
WHY SHOULD WEDELAY?I SECTORNEEDS
DIDNOT CHOOSE YOUFOR APLANFORITS

THIS TASK TO DELAY IT
.. SINGLE SECOND!

AT ONCE, LORD
CALGAR.

e

MY LORD...
T'M SORRY WE
M MUST PAUSE MY
N
o BB  InTERRUPTION.
L PERHAPS LUE-- 4

ADEPT TO
PROVIDE IT!

YOU CHOSE ME?YOU... |
OH, MY BLESSED
amnIssiAH! q

¥ I MERELY
{ MEANT THAT WE
COULD WAIT FOR A B

WOULD WAIT
FOREVER.




THE GALAXY IN THE PRESENT ERA, AFTER THE GREAT RIFT
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HEXIMAR!
YOU SEEM
DISTURBED...

AN UNFORTUNATELY TLJITCHY
MACHINE SPIRIT DWELLS IN
my LIMBS. IT DOES--KLLLK--
AGITATE AT HIGH
ALTITUDES...

...BUT
IN TRUTH, YOU
CHOOSING ME MAY

myY LORD, T AM BUT A COGITATOR. I KNOLW
THERE ARE MANY BATTLES THAT DATA
ALONE WOULD SUGGEST ARE

UNWINNABLE.

I THINK “THE
TASK IS IMPOSSIBLE"....
BUT I KNOW NATHING IS

IMPOSSIBLE FOR ONE WITH 8

SUFFICIENT FAITH IN
THE GLORIOUS
OmnNISSIAH.

o ) TR

-t

I AMTHE CHAPTER MASTER
OF THE ULTRAMARINES AND
LORD OF ULTRAMAR. I
KNOW EVERY WEAPON
IN MY ARMORY.

THE
IMPERIUM IS
TORN ASUNDER.
WE NEED SUPPLY. YOU
ARE THE MOST PROMINENT YOU TO ENSURE
ADEPT IN THE WHOLE THERE ARE WEAPONS
SECTOR. THIS BATTLE OF IN EVERY HAND THAT
GRAPHS IS YOURS. NEEDS ONE. FIND A WAY.

ACCORDING TO

MY STUDIES--[KKIOIOIO]--
THERE WERE INSUFFICIENT
BOLTER SHELLS ON MACRAGGE

TO DEFEAT HIVE FLEET

BEHEMAQTH, FOR EXAMPLE,

YET YOU STILL FOUND
VICTORY...

DUTY DOES
NOT CARE WHAT
WEAPON IT HAS. IF NOT
BOLTS, BLADES. IF NOT
BLADES, FISTS.DUTY IS /1

A WEAPON THAT DOES BUT, GIVEN THE
NOT BREAK... CHOIC’E, WE PREFER

THE BEST WEAPONS. GIVE
US A GRAND SURFEIT OF THAT.

YOU ARE.
BUT I HAVE
OFTEN THOUGHT
HONOR IS MERELY
DUTY WITH A
FEW PURITY




VERY LWELL. WITH THE HOLY ANALYSIS GATHERED BY
MY FELLOW ADEPTS 50 FAR, T THINK WE COULD
INCREASE SUPPLY BY ONE-POINT-TWO PERCENT

IF WWUE MODULA--
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PAUSE ONCE
MORE.
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ARE THESE
MATTERS CONCLUDED

TO YOUR 5ATISFACTION,

my LORD?

TO SEE SUCH POOR VISITORS TO THE

WORLD OF MY BIRTH DISTURBS ME.
IT SHOULD NOT BE SO.

NO.

I AMLEFT
WITH CORPSES
AND QUESTIONS
AND EVEN MORE
OF THE LATTER

THAN THE

FORMER...

MY FIELD
OF 5TUDY IS
WEAPONS, NOT--
LUHIRRKLICK!--THOSE
THAT WIELD
THEM.

IoipnT
REALIZE NQOVA
THULILUM WAS YOUR
HOME PLANET, MY LORD.

THIS PLACE
WAS NEVER MY
HOME.

ITIS
SIMPLY WHERE I
WAS FROM.




NOVA THULIUM

SYSTEM: MACRAGGE

SUB-SECTOR: ULTRAMAR
SEGMENTUM: ULTIMA

Working under the
feudal system common
across the Imperium,
Agri-world Nova Thulium
provides the vast
majority of the food for
the rest of the Macragge
system. However, due
to the demands of the
endless mouths of the
neighboring hive world
Ardium, malnutrition is
common. This proves to
be a secondary concern
due to the endemic
chemlung suffered by the
workers. A productive
life beyond forty is
unlikely. When the body
fails, they can still serve
the Emperor—as a
natural supplement to
the artificial fertilizers
that killed them.

OVA THULIUM —

N
CENTURIES EARLIER

I

Thought for the Day:
A farmer who fails to feed
the soldier is as much an

abomination as a soldier

who flees the battlefield.
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HE'S
HERE!

/
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TACITAN...

MAF’?NEUS.’
HE'S HE=-/g, ence,

L

e Nz

N

..DON'T
DISTRACT YOUR
BETTERS







A\ IT WAS A FIGHT, I WOULD HAVE
) WON. I'M THE WARRIOR,
~ NOT YOU.

I WISHTO \ g ) A WARRIOR
BE A SPACE MARINE, ~ 54 FIGHTS THE
NOT A MERE WARRIOR. . BATTLE THEY
THE BATTLE WAS TO 7 s ARE GIVEN, NOT
FIRST BLOOD, B\ THE ONE THEY
SEVERAN. \ |

U: T, KATO.
IS MARNEUS ? : YOUE?SE JRQRAPOT HIS

2\ QUOTING SCRIPTURE ), SANCTIMONIOUS "ANYONE CAN

> AGAIN? -1 QUOTE SCRIPTURE, THE POINT IS
7 S TO MAKE IT LIVE IN YOUR HEART"
RAMBLE. HE HURTS ME MORE WITH
HIS WAFFLE THAN HE DOES
IN OUR DUELS.

NO FUTURE SPACE MARINE

WOULD TREAT HIS HELOTS SUCH PATRONIZING
THANK AS IF THEY WERE WARRIORS KINDNESS IS NOT FOR A

YOU, LITTLE EITHER. TACITAN WOULD WARRIOR BORN!
WARRIOR. y DISGRACE A PENAL 1 BllJ
W\ | CLEARLY, WE
i DON'T UNDERSTAND NO NEED
HIS UNFETTERED FOR CRUELTY
GENIUS. { FOR MARNEUS,
. THE GOLDEN




..BORN TO
THE RICHEST HOUSE

ON THE PLANET, WITH

ALL THOSE RESOURCES
TO BE SPENT ON BUYING THE
GREATEST HONOR--OF HAVING
A SON WHO BESTRIDES THE
GALAXY AS ASPACE
MARINE.

HIS FATHER
HAS HIRED THIS
OH SO SPECIAL
TRAINER TO PREPARE
HIM FOR THE
TESTS..

THAT IS NOT TRUE.NOT EVEN ONE | i
ANYONE COULD PERCENT MAKE IT. THERE ARE ety ~ s
BE A SPACE MARINE | MANY BOYS TUTORED BY THE =
gll?\'/atéggg BEST WHO FAIL. > I'VE
: I'M ALSO ARRANGED FOR
j BORED OF YOU HIM TO TEACH YOU
E MAKING SUCH TWO AS WELL.MY
¢ CLAIMS. FATHER MAY BE PAYING
MY WAY, BUT ALL MY
e 3 INHERITANCE IS TO
|I,$ “ | = ; PAY FOR THE LOT
o - ?1(, & > - % OF YOU.
Qf" : G ? N 5 5 .
&= = 7 ]
= \
/ o u ‘
} -~
I WILL HAVE NO USE FORIT. I \
WHAT? ) WILL BE AN ADEPTUS ASTARTES 3
OR I WILL BE NOTHING. T
I WILL HAVE &Y, oS
COMPANY e —
UNDER THE \
TRAINER'S ( )
722 / / YOKE. KATO, \LP
o - ,m) f SEVERAN... , >
o © o AND —
). = - e
T . = TACITAN. K71
L - yo N
W il
. .
- L] v 3 -~ . -
¢ ° IS YOUR MIND ADDLED? HE'S
QS" W YOUR HELOT.
2 @ ‘
; N
- YOU MAY AS
WELL GO TO THE L
FIELDS AND BRING THE
FIRST FIELD PEASANT
e N WITH A CHEST FULL
) ) OF CHEMLUNG.
— : SUCH BLADE
7 X TUTORS ARE FOR
B NOBLE SONS. /
I THOUGHT @
YOUR POINT WAS THAT z —
THE HONOR OF BEING A Al
SPACE MARINE SHOULD ~
NOT BE BOUGHT BY
MERE PRIVILEGE? -
5 (
e
b



BUT YOU DO NOT NEED TO

KATO |
A FIRST ) HAS WIT BUT IS EASILY DO THIS, MY LORD. YOU IDONOT .
‘ BLOOD. { 'OUTMANEUVERED. - MADE THE POINT.IT IS / THINK YOU GET TO i
| . TOO GREAT AN MAKE THE DECISIONS o——
e . 7 SEVERAN SHOWS EXPENSE! FOR YOUR MASTER,
/ YOU NEED TO BE SMART. TACITAN.
\ \U  KATO SHOWS YOU IT IS —
l i POSSIBLE TO HAVE BESINES.. /
} 1\ TOOMUCHWIT. 4
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f .WITH WHAT GG
LIES AHEAD OF
US, I DO NOT THINK I HEARD YOU o /do
YOU SHOULD BE WOULD BE SPACE = A
THANKING ME. MARINES. , =X
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I WANTED
THAT TOO.
LET'S
MAKE SURE
YOU DO BETTER
THAN ME.
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GREAT BLADE
YOU FAILED.
TEACHER i OW CAN YOU THOSE WHO

"CRIXUS." 1 PASS ALL THE TESTS
: R e coers o[ ARE TAKEN AWAY, THE
ANGELS OF DEATH HAVE
BETTER THINGS TO DO
| THAN BEAT SENSE INTO
A THE DUMB CHILDREN
il OF ARISTOCRATS.

..L NEARLY PASSED THAT FIRST TEST AND BECAME ANEOPHYTE.NOW I TEACH
IDIOTS AS PENANCE.MANY NEOPHYTES FAIL DURING THEIR TRAINING. THEY DIE
OR ARE LEFT AS BRAINLESS MACHINES WITH LIMBS OF STEEL TO SERVE THE
CHAPTER.I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER MY FATE IS WORSE.

MY MISTAKES. YOU
WON'T MAKE THEM. AND
I HAVE SWORN .
AN OATH... MY LIFE
gllf 'S FORFEITIF A
N
)

ﬁ : ) REJECTED ‘k
W e *\l;' i
A\ TAE T

IF YOU ” ’\ \
TRAIN WITH ME, ”} [/‘ N ‘
YOU WILL EITHER ) = " - =)
BECOME A NEOPHYTE @6;59/«& |
OR YOU WILL == ) .

BE DEAD.

INMY CHARGE A

i




THE
| MARINES TEST T'S A
THE NOVA THULIUM
NOW, MARINES ASPIRANTS UP THERE, FROZEN HELL.IT'S
OFTEN TEST ASPIRANTS GLORIOUS.

ON THULIUM MINOR.

ON THEIR HOMEWORLD IT'S HARSHER

BEFORE SHIPPING THEM !

OFF..BUT NOVA THULIUM

BRUTAL,
IS TOO SOFT.

ITWILL
BETTER.

MAKE MEN OF YOU,
ORIT WILL MAKE
CORPSES.

GRAIN, NOT
WARRIORS.

WE HAVE
JUST SHORT OF A
YEAR BEFORE THE
MARINES DESCEND
TO TAKE THEIR

ASPIRANTS. WE'LL
BE STAYING UP ON
THE MOON UNTIL

DOES THE
TRAINING
BEGIN?

LAST NIGHT
WAS THE FINAL
TIME YOU WILL
SLEEP IN YOUR

OWN BEDS.

LET'S GET
MOVING.




SPACE MARINE
INITIATION TIMELINE

ASPIRANTS (c. 10-12 YEARS OLD)
ASPIRANTS: CANDIDATES TESTED FOR
PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, AND SPIRITUAL
SUITABILITY. FAILURE RATE IS CLOSE TO 100°%0.

NEOPHYTES

ALONGSIDE A PERIOD OF INTENSIVE
TRAINING, INDOCTRINATION,
CONDITIONING, AND CHEMICAL
ENHANCEMENT, NEOPHYTES HAVE
NINETEEN NEW BIOLOGICAL ORGANS
IMPLANTED. EVENTUALLY, IF THEY
BOTH SURVIVE AND ARE DEEMED
COMPETENT, THEY ARE PUT INTO THE
FIELD TO ACT AS SCOUTS AS PART
OF THE CHAPTER’S 10TH COMPANY.

MARINES (c.16-18 YEARS OLD)

THE SURVIVING NEOPHYTES ARE PROMOTED
TO FULL SPACE MARINE BATTLE BROTHERS,
AND GAIN FURTHER EXPERIENCE IN THE
RESERVE COMPANIES OF THE CHAPTER.

. [THULIUMI
1 MINOR, |
THEN. }




THERE ARE WEAPONS AND ALITTLE
SHELTER AT THE OTHER END OF

=\ THE VALLEY.I'LL SEE

— YOU THERE.

BE QUICK.
I HOPE YOU DO
= BETTER THAN THE
LAST SET. THEY
/ DID

N'T EVEN GET /I I Sl
HALFWAY. , D
Al VR =7

\Y

i

THEY
COULDN'T OUTRUN
THE AMBULL.

I L
¢ MUSTBE A S







IT SHAMES
ME TO ADMIT THAT
I AM MORE EXPERIENCED
UITH BATTLE UPON A
MAP OR CHART.

I HAVE
NEVER SEEN
COMBAT LIKE...
THIS.

THAT

IS WHAT TWILL

DISCOVER.

UNTIL THE
GREAT RIFT I RARELY
SAW THIS EITHER. RAIDS
ATTACKING THE EDGES
OF THE REALM OF
ULTRAMAR IS ONE
THING. ATTACKING
WORLDS AT THEIR
HEARTS, IN SUCH
INSUFFICIENT NUMBERS?
WITHNO HOPE OF
ESCAPE?

THIS
ATTACK WAS
SUICIDAL.
WHY?

70
UNDERSTAND THE
MIND OF A HERETIC IS
HERESY IN AND OF
ITSELF.

HMM.PERHAPS...BUT TO DEFEAT
YOUR FOE YOU MUST KNOW THEIR

GOALS. THERE IS MORE
AFQOT HERE.

LET ME
CONSIDER. WHIRR...
LUHIRR...LUMIRR...

THE
amnissiAH
DOES NAOT GIVE ME
THE REQUIRED
INSIGHT.

LHAT
COULD THEY
DESIRE?




THULIUM MINOR

SYSTEM: MACRAGGE
SUB-SECTOR: ULTRAMAR
SEGMENTUM: ULTIMA

The smallest habitable
moon of the agri-world
of Nova Thulium, its
primary historical use
was testing Aspirants
of the Ultramarines.

In recent centuries, it
was transformed into
an orbital strongpoint.
Adeptus Mechanicus
adepts of the Ordo
Reductor rated it 1.5
on Saint Arthos’ scale of
indestructibility. It was
devastated during the
13th Black Crusade.

i

e

4

Thought for the Day:
Why are you thinking?

[10001010] THE MACHINE GOD WEEPS! THE T g = = —
CITADEL IS DESTROYED. THE DMNISSIAH [ : THULIUM MINOR.|

REJOICES! THERE IS LWUORK TO DO. A A S R S g NOW

CATHEDRAL OF WUAR WILL RISE FROM
THE SHATTERED GROUND.

LJE SHOULD
SEND OUR THOUGHTS
TO BROTHER QUINTUS. HE e
LWILL BE WITH THE GRAND
MARNELUS NOLU. PERHAPS IF s
LUE HURRY OUR THOUGHTS
COULD COME 10 MARNEUS'
ATTENTION? AND... :

KLLKLK...
THE MACHINE
{ SPIRITS ARE QUEER AND
RESTLESS. I CANNOT
SPEAK TO OUR HOME.
THERE IS BUT THE
GHOSTLY HISS.



TRY ONCE ' ;
MORE. DID YOU g
i ANOINT IT WITH PN
; THE BLESSED :

Wi
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YOUR MARNEUS
WILL NOT STOP US
THIS TIME.

0F
COURSE!T 8
wouLp noT |8
INSULT THE

A

TO BE
CONTINUED...
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