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'WARHAMMER 40,000

Its the 41t millennium. For more than a hundred
centuries the Emperor has satmmabile on the Golden
Tronectary el e maser o markd by el
6 mastrofamilon o by e it
e mesackao rmiee Hers o
wiing iy wit power Fom o Dok Agol
Technology. He s the Carion Lord of e Imperium for
whom a housand souls are sacrfoed every day, so that
e maynever ruly .

Yetevenn his deathiess state, e Emy
continues his etemal viglance. Mghiy battefests cross

the everaigiant nquisiton and the lech-priests

oty b
multtudes, theyare barelyenough o hold offthe ever-
present hreat rom aiens, herefics, muans - and

Tobe amanin such imes is to be one amongst
uniold billons. s to e n the cruellest and most

‘amongst he stars, oy an elemityof camage
‘and slaughier, and the laughter of thirsing gods.
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Azzabar (merged with 920th
Armoured)

Ordan (merged with 92nd Line)
Charasia (merged with 412nd
Line)

Takht (merged with 83rd Line
and 1331st Ogryn Auxilia)

Kam Daka (merged with 47th,
110th Line and 821st Artillery)
Kandhar (merged with 13th
Dragoons, 56th Horse Dragoons,
74th Line and 713th Heavy
Pioneers)
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‘Bt you ake amillon men and you towthe nto the ight

st

bisedin'luckiestare st breathing.
“And then you send them out again.

And of the ton men who thought they wers tough, nine ind they

ind theiruck runs out

Imagine who you'e gotef afer that. And then you send them
kst e ooy oot one o oo k.

Thats us. Thats the Brimlock Eleventh

"W aintmuch on paper, that's tus, But thals the only place e
aint’

Trooper Rit Mousel Chafley Bimiock 11t Imperial
‘Guard regiment, Elinor Crusade.



ul
Prologue

There s a tradion amongst the cusading regiments of e

frst,
befind o, Then ey 9 it atplanis o longer e

on,the ground tey ight on, and the ground that they de on.
Vel Sanope wache on hlpessys,beow . s e

ffom the star, butthey were standing fast and fighiing hard. By the
God-Emperor, they were showing the enemy how hard a
Guardsman couid fght Butone by one they el and, as each one
succumbed, Stanhope fet another part of is soul cut fom him. He:

lefinside him.
He ached, he bumed fo be doan thero with them. To iht beside

into he Emperor's ight. But they had forbidden him, theyhad
enirusted him with a ask 0 g their expenditure purpose. Ho

i, in his hands and, above,
beckoned to him. But Stanhope knew he could notbe saved. Ad
JeLAnd.
God damn me, Staope g and e ok hadof e frst
rung and began o

‘Charasia — 657.M41 — Year 18 of the Blinor
Crusado

“Youhave your orders, lieutenant’
Theyrsbeng siugtaret
‘lcan seejustas
o Jourmighibe wiing for A

liewtenart,
stand’

atn &

o,
ofcr:a socond eienant rames Carson.Carson s no of
dell kne

fremegicedvopiviiics naeeriibariop)
oid mostprobablye U agansta wl aer s campagnif
i him down n the nextfew seconds.
There was a lookin Carson's eye, Bundell could see. That
stare. Cold, et calcuiating. Blundel ied not o glance down athow.

it

s o of o ioss Camon vished iopiaco
back

“Refum o your position” Blundel odered, keeping his vice
cam- il stayintr e url we ars orredto do
otherw

Carsm did not move and Blundell refused fo repeat himself

s s BoyCompany was bon guted
pany or e probatonaryit o ghe s ol
e, was an nouapie parof he decison, ooty made

“adol
e peitied nto the Boy Company o prove their wor and
come proper guardsmen, o allemativelyo stay fetching and
seningall theires.

feartess, but it was no substiutefor experence.

damn iitating war. The Brmlock assaulthad soon booled the:
Karhadasim soldiers and their mercenaries offCharasia, but

took great delightin snapping at their iberalors even as the
Brimlock Guardsmen tied each region.
o Bl cosidrs o vbesren hdin iy
Theyd sprung from some hideyehole ater the main bulk of
e iinen passadand stk ot of oo, o
rge

R oy g o onpe s g bt e S e
companyhad collapsed. The offer-cadet had tred o organise:
et

Shouting orders. A that, the restof em had dived for whatever
meagre cover hey could ind. The ones wh raised thir guns and




Who were cowering, second by agonisii
. Thoywaroinadoadul pinch, Bundel new the aso knew

positon, o have him expose them, before launching their atack.
How did he know that? He didri®. Buthe tusted in his chain of
Hetadset s rpoo oo Al and e
were o main

ofhenwise. That was the duyof a Guardsm:
Crers and iscpline, Tatwas what mace the Bk

T et

lieutenant and the rest of s company.

bsiinacy. Or

s untimmed lond hf: Nocout g o drawtre mer's
jon to their confrontation. Well, it was ot a conifo
Blreiollnandod o loo0
“Retum 10 your post, lieutenant; Blundel instructed. You shall
Understand

me? Dismissed:
“Captain; Carson mutered, and walked back o his men. No,
He.

defnielbegninglomaser e man
Was the problem. When Blundelr’s own

(58 e Kat o i and had oo subeumec o 11 70

the barre,

calle i Crson' companydespo e fac hata socond

Vekdnaerve loned s
ety 0 ot Careons mnweredeld o i,

i ol
allowing them fartoo great a bertyand reverence. Blundell

aboutfor i, Blunder', and he inended to come down with te

suniors fthrogmens fom h debaclecn Caunpore.Cneof
m, 2 corporal named Gardner rom the 41217, had emerged
pamm\zrlymz\aqustad andvitoutuse
iowed promise, howover. His steward,
wroGaonned ‘Mouso', seemed a saltofho-cart,
Ny lon, whstColoc Sorgeant Towber o G4 R

frtud. Bundol oot s b Wt o
company eflecthe in spite of Carson's induigence.
o ol s et 008 ol Bl ek bl

and eccenticties, and here on campaign itwas paying of. They

forall hs posturing, hirieutenant could not fight . Carson had
an imalevance.

Blundell waiched Carson unil he had retumed o i assigned

‘operator o waitfor the colonel's orders. The distant ries of the
butatleasthe

influence. Byhe end of his campaign. no one would be talking

them on o glory:
‘Afow minutes passed and sl here was nothing from the.
colonel. il the boys were sufering. Adoubt emerged, unbidden
 uwarted, I

Ty b caim Wheter ks o ok and deend e
positon against some attack, or o srke out and drie |

justneeded o be ol
s lokin h execf i wxoperor Ho

i

buthe knew such questons would be redundant and mightbe:
taken for e frst signs of panic: He knew he hiad no choice n the
mater. He had fold them all o it for oders; he could not now

Iftheyweren, hen he
Ho stood and faced away rom the docmation ofthe boys.

staring a the st o the regiment. The other companies were

manoeuving, dust-coloured Chimeras ransporting some platoons.

heir mounts, but none of them were corming back lowards .
From where he was, he could not discerm the pattem in their

s,
though he cauld see some enemyforce o which theywere
responding.



He peered from the comer of his eye in the direction of the
He strained

as though he might pick out Aebulaster somevhere within e

him his orers.
Blundell looked down expecantlyat he operator. St noting.
Now,Blundell suspected, he was beginning 1o ook ke a 0ol The

threato thir font, and thatthe cosest enemy was behind and

had sons in the Boy Company. Sergeant Forjazwas one. What

expiain whyhe held him back, why he held the whole company
ack, when they could have infenened? He knew he could not
buths

he explain that o a father who had [ost is chid?
Stll o orders! Biundeilcenched his aw ight He shouid not

i o, Ho shuidhe . Trreshou o orders
Ind, ready o snatch the vx rom the operator's

of what was happening. Help had finalyarived. Aplatoon of
‘Guardsmen had ghosied along the side of the valley. They were.
moving fast, but carefully. Blundl could believe tht o

on

ther
be righton their fark.

Sucdenly tall became dear. Evicenty, the Charasians could
see his company futher along the valley: Theywould see his

more. So,instead, the colone! had et his company n position,

Biundell knew he should never have doubled the colone. He
onlywished that on this occasion tcould bo another company
acing as distraction, whilsthis men wontin or the kil

pistos that one of the atackers had holstered on thei hips. He
looked sharplydown athis company i thei positons. Carson,
Forjaz Red, nearlya piatoon, they were al missing. Furious, he
tumed back 1 the attack just about o begin. Damnaton,

his men!

(Carson scrambled over the rocks atthe head ofhis men. He hadrit

2
aveteran. Everysingle one had been fihting since he frst

e had ltth

Isdcoun b s ndlolloue . s e sl

e a4 hem hrd south, kg hem arur oo he
reverse of the ridge thatled back down the valey. They an in

stone. They went fast, swarming up the siope and over e broken,

and quiet. Anything they had been originalyissued which ratied or

“The men grouped automatcally n ter sectons, each man
knowinghis placo i formation befind hs corporal. Th corporals
focused ahead, each one forging his own path 50.3s 1o avid

ges
enemys eye. The sectons rushed trough concealed gulies, the:

‘once on the oher side. Theykeptlow over rises 1o reduce their
prfle o o mater howstoe e path bcame ey
foptnerlasites n o grs

oy wontast Fosterthan sy shoui. Fasterhan docing
allowed. Carson knew it was sk, butneither he nor any f his

twias a sk that paid oft Whilst he Charasians had some fine
shots amongst thei ind, Carson knew they were notsoldirs. The
tribo-males had alowed ineir atenion 10 focus enfrelyon thelr

heiriberators. They thought ey had hidden themselves well, but

and crouched ove, helped conceal the Brimlock platoon as it
closed in on them from thir e and behind There were orlya

st
like ther targets a fow minutes carlir, the Charasians did notstand
achance,

lasiifes smashed agains the backs of unprotected Charasian
heads




‘continual gunfire.
Grenades, Carson thoughi, and he saw them flydown nto he.

words. Then there was the crump-crump-crump of he detonations

per
that had appeard fght behind ther.
‘\bley, Carson thought, and las-shols fom Bimlock iles
fow

fruck
the hss of the air as the beams passed nearby convinced the

numbers than a mere piatoon. There was no retu fre. The.
butth

were safe in heir dugn positons. the Brimlock Guardsmen
hesitated, gave them even a minute o recover and coliect
themseives, the Charasians could have stayed put and unleashed
avithering fre on the Guardsmen now so isible coming over he
ridge above th

o,
they id. A his menleapt down upon theirtargels, Carson
launched himselfinio a kot of he tibe-malos. They were st

the new threat. Carson's pistols were aifeady i his hands. He
1 the boci

oftesofne s igherssmacied doun onosone, el faces
and chests incineraed by e hieatofhe las-bes

75 shocid halatoncibreahbeind i, Ho
whirled about. Another Charasian had been hidden in the shadow
of an outerop. It was younger, his one, and for a spit second
c od.

older. Carson fred. He did not ook 0 se6 thatt i, he knew thad.
Ho fattened himself against a ock, taking cover n exacty e

Brimlock asiifles and the crunching of stone underfoot as men
charged in behind him.
He looked:

Carst the Boy Compary belo: v oy
o e a0 how manyel e rereyhors

attacked them. The Brimlock Guardsmen, winded and unabie o

tibe-male thoy Kled at his momentwas ono who would never
his bayonet

e’ Cason called o i i stucrd i e hd
worked away fom Blunder. Take. onthe!
Foras sered o a mome sl wiegped n i peema o

shooting athis child.
“Sergear

bt ekt
“The sound of Brimlock las-fre lessened as the suniing

vk o o sl anypusitof e man pryand
pehaps ven o reep backand ako i atackers

ol Soon S Pl ey oo e ot B o
finalyordered the other two companies o move and theywere
coming backfor him.

shaken, w{mﬁmlyrﬂtﬁmmghﬁemmnnsgﬂmg ough
them. Blundell looked away from the embarrassing scene and

Rod and the festof their platoon were sl hoding. Bundell would

fonn again. Carson had 1o come down o him, and he would wait
etk 50 an hom e ookt
jundell was furious. The captain id not care who Carson had

offceror o — Mjor Roussel was another who detested Carson —

him up against a wall and be done with i
e vaitnggame b was payng as ot gong 0 sav i

o ot Crooni o Eas ocers g bt
5 e s o, and o i Bl sce ol ralyoo

o apn:

Cawnpore detius, Corporal Gardner:
- CtinBunell’ Gt e alsing is hand and st

Someone alered . Blundelllooked abou. Atrooper

" undol automacly snapped ofta quicksalu n ey es
what?



And the carefully aimed shot from a Kartha rifle bumed through
the back of Blundel's head and blew his face out fom behin,
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Chapter One

The Fortress of Kandhar - 659,41~ Year 20 of the
Blinor Crusade

alike. They it up the dark sky and tirlightreflected o he low-
hanging clouds bathing the cold valley with their warm glow.

ofthe manor house. He satin comfort,sunk down in a rod, et

againstthe cool nightai. The men, e ank and fle,were huddled

f
manner,and 50 the manor house had been appropriately
refubished.

The trooper gazed at the smal but happy e in the freplace, and

the vewinstead. This was one of e moments, one of the.
moments ofwonder thatneeded o be savoured

epped ghlylovrds e frepiae, looking
take their ease in the chairs around . The rooper was Siing so.
lowin his seat hat the first of them did not see him unti he had
nearlysat down i his lap.
‘On Apologies, | idr

was then that he offer ook a good
nd

him, e insignia of a prate.
Pt e g e
The trooper did no
Doy bt Ot cyinhere ot ack oy
secton.”
The trooper's heavy eyes stayed staring at the fre.
“He looks pretyfar gone, the offce’ fiend said. He had noticed

definiely blood. ‘Maybe we shouid eave him 1L’
‘Darmin him! the offce replied. He's just playing dumb. 1l have.

your
have a mite more, il warrant,afe fve had a word with him.”

centimere, even (o ik the entre confron
officers fiond shook his head and went o gata s
“Name and regiment, soldier” The offcer ed o sound

commanding, but the order came out as pelulant
Ifind tfor mysel. The offce reached for he tags

pain. The trooper's hand was damped around his wiist. twisting it
o ook e ropers headwhited arund. e binked and
fared wide-eyed

et wrang i yous e oper sk s oo nect
enneconcom. iy ou h

rvand oo o ey o ahesl!

I there a problem here,sirs? One of the heaset,poltly
threatering stowards closad n,the ffco’sffiend behind .

el strank back,crading s nyand it il
wiant his private's name and regiment
sovants, o want i Shg ool
“The trooper stood and presented himself. Nejor Stanhope,

commanding the 12015t

Tt alle o ofcrbluredout. Thre's o suchegiment
Noton Kanchar ateas

S e st ogan. ‘Se7

moment for e offcer o realise that the steward was.

focusing noton the fraudulent major buton him.

“What

“Wejor Stanhope is curentlyseconded 1o the 37 st whorm, |
on Kandhar, Now!

oufook upstairs
o e offce ot
repled with seemingyinne patence
S vlon s of o sanioa
adalowed amomentto pass toinicate s slent

disappointm
e hatcnve s v o aslyouto oo pramises
before continuing any fu
eyl o oor e o hvoopor oo discover ho




M svord WeorStanrope s whotou s sou il
scomeny e cuside Doouhae asecondyou weh

thefre.
“The oficer walked round pointedly o stand rghtin font o im.

i ralenge
ez, Ofcurso; Santopoepod
e s, e ol s ncaiisy. ordoyou
recderatomn
Youre right. Vou o ngm Satonaw sevort gt
into rouble. Had a omeuher
i
under his chai, and incidentaly displaying hs ouser-covered
rump o his opponent
A here tis! Sanhope saw the unusual thick sword with i

fuck st
other hand.

[Thas afluter; o flnd oxtaiad Ho's a bodylel-
cuter

Sessed erueror e cfcorgsped.

“There was the smash of lass and the bang of fumiture being
knodked hastlyto one side.

O, atleast, where his chalienger had been.

Stanhope looked about n sluggish confusion. The steward
tighted the table and chars that the offcers had toppled in their
fight.

"Cant gotsou ot e
po looked down at he empiy side-table.
S ha\ewea\mﬂw’
Yes.si ol b
oryasou ot Sarope sad.suppose d beter e
anchy oo eschedores
“Noneed, si. said the steward, bowing: he coin hat the major

foran entire platoon.

' you sy s Tho soward e and Sarhope seffed
backinio is char jamming his sword undemeath again. The fresh
drink appeared on the sido-table

‘Sl o4e s or e toward e reacing o
one of thelance heads propped up bes:

one o Sarpope s ok e ekmed s
moment 'Its happy.

Medicae Station, Kanchar

afracion. Theyd finally turned the luminators down. He scannod

bed

breathing. None of hem snored. Ay roopers who snored had
Hopefull

He

i restrais. There had been some kind of panic today. More.

tonton and ad rgotento s is wssapsaferis
meal. \Iv@smxﬂvw
ecicoe wira ing i him They had ld i at he had

e had.

Jong healed.

ot sick,and

e
that mean they were doing something else (o him.
buthe had

to comforthim, eling hir that th paranoia wouid fade ina few
butther

He

ore ios. He asked ©

stopped istening o him and started crugging him unl he
stopped. Tonightwas the night that he was going 1o find out the
i,

theyslid down hir. He pushed his hands behind his back,the

been screaming, but his bodywas strong.

atlast,he was outof bed. His legs wavered a moment as they
readjusted.
‘them long. Another lie. He took a blanket from the bed and padded




‘softly along the ward and out through the door.

There were wounded everywhere: ying on pallets,
Smped sgainstwals, iancingand Todgn oy dovn e
corridor. The ones nearest i looked up plaintvely for a moment.

He started tucging as the oher walkers did,looking for his path
He had fried to getnformation rom the others in his ward, but
theyhad all boen offers and uninterested in coversing with a

it Tors v e n i on o oo endig o v
ed dong i assing soder aerslds b

issing IMos, s, ancih vy ober ey hecot

Concehe o e of e were screorming,nans of e we

cning out,but there was a general roan of suffering that

He reached a junction and there the blue ine intersected wi
alfGosa moro. ATic oo orminatodin ancier ard he S

them. There wore more than a tousand ofthem i that e room
Jone. it

50he picked up his pace. He jogged lightly down the empty
I ther
he had heard,
walls. The door was locked, but he was riot going o be hlted now,
sodose.He orod i ey and fckedonthe amergeny
luminators. There they wer
ere were housand ofthem. eybe lns o housands of
them. Butthey were all ordred and fled. He ran trough the aisles
looking fo

his servos number. There it was. There he vias.

floor. The op shoet was a medicalroport ftwas obviouslynew; it

Kow BoNTd ough, as s senioa o0, wih s urberat

R . oo
i S ——
entirelyblank.

Cloud ills, Kandhar

lacs12gowhers e coud notbe seen
s came dloser, Red muered o Carson. |
oot ety aready seh Notng Yool e sore:
“The oficer in the lead, Captain Ross, saw them approach. ‘A
coursrgean” he s aking of R oot goaing Caunn
‘Could you realynot persuade a real ofi
o notmormaiy v ot st o

is pody e antpaton.Thismightbo i last tme o a i

fodivcihipmdrioics

Shuck of the heavy winler coat he was wearing

end? he asked Carson.
¢ Carson replied,
Eleventh overal.
‘Sounds like you were a bt careless with your latoons, eh?

s
FRose sad i Carson nowtat o wasin o psion o Siand
s oh s s
ot aoody nose oursaf;Carson epiod,
keewvg i tone lightand well-mannered.
Tokus bysuprso i fatsalyat Tl sl Caugtus ot
of positon. Eightyper wentyNoin
"Ead . Caaon s, bt o Wl
o et who o Poss s it asmieof
indcaion My chap held ogaber Wssnto bed o
“There's a bitol gold piping 0t hough. he co
ot o f e Tty M1 e et Commn o
fositu downandsendback o coloure
Cars: nlyat that. Theyl just merge you with
Pk i P o
done with al ofus a dozen tmes alroady
Ross curfed his ace na grin, That's notwhat | hear corming out
of Command. Word is that the TwentyNinih s being setfor gaison

duy.
“Garison duty... Carson could notbelieve twas being
consi
"Thats ight The colours go home. | stayhere. Twentyfie years,

vl Biyourlot sl e some g nhm, i hy? Shevid

Jourme
Carsu\hadnomswnu
o e B i jacketand teowing i




down onto the ground.
“The quartermaster cleared his throat. ' beliee, srs, that Im

liion and bothinfend fo proceed.”
o Caron skl T uterngves inis bood ron.
e famir cementpsed sround s b
Ross

el o gbastrsighed. Onyourhoour i He
Satoff outof he woods: the other offer followed. Red hooked
Carson's jacket up of he grass and wenafier them. Carson and
Ross were finallyalone.

S0 his, dear fiend, Ross said, wil be our last tme. No holding
back,e?
Carson could not have agreed more. ‘No holding back

him his jacket and Carson gave him a curtnod of thanks. The other
pale-faced, wen 1o collect it fend's body.

fellows in the 29th. Carson's reputation as a duellst was el
X famous even. was hi 3

s

rank
Ross had already walked outwith him three times, each time

11, Aleast,

end of the campaign.
T pasttmes, wenty, fiteen,

the 20 would have el slighted at such a defeat. Adeadly feud
gt hvecrupled morcuss mighi e b ought more
officers incapacitated or kiled. But now, here at e end; none of

most lethalbatteields and shooting him dead for he sake of

o, o ers sy srugh

the 29t and the other gartisoned regimenis soon established

enoy
Ao the same fate should have been awaiing the long senving
11t as wel,

the galay.
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Chapter Two

Imperial cruiser Relontioss, Kandhar low ot

“There was nojustis i the galaxy, Colonel Arbulaster decided.

ioumey oo andallon th enoral i
He stepped onio the hangar deck and was greeted bya young
Nawoffcer. Aebulaster hid the scow! of annoyance he had been

He
ntroducod imselfas acting sub-somefing or other,but Abulaster
never had much patience for e tes and ranks of he mperial

a5 he was concemed, as the colonel ofa Brimlock

captain and higher.
The youth ed i off the hangar deck, making polte small talk
as theywent. Abulaster imited his responses o small affrmae

ars againstboih the youth's chater and the deep-pitched,

“Theyarrved on the command deck and the background pulse

or 5o crew crammed into the area, allpunciuated bya dierse

It o, oherscimting o smal kviers. The vl
cowered by bankafle bank of ogistician and

o o Wt ool i s g . T

il Al

keeping watch over thern al.
“Tho youth asked him to waitand then exzused imselt.

he had

worh L The rumours had been rife amongst he regimental

down; assigning their ld, red Guardsmen as permanent

done. He had sunvived. He had sunied.
His men would e out thei days here on these fringe-worids
and help bring them o the mperium. Arbulaster, however, was
me.
Y famiarsoiocalled o i s Colanl bt
desgandag o e rdg, s hand asochednsalua
Goodmoming.oon Abuaser roed s and okamod

the greeting.
s tmoming? Trabotaepled realy. | caiell g
boa

Abulaster was. g\nﬂ it st cainves sl upon i

dais and out ofearshot of Thabotka was nota

Emiock oo oo otavers oo vih s marners

and his casual familariy, nota Brimlock offor in almost every.
poct Instead,

Despite

i
enough o el him with  great deal of courtesy, for Thabotka vias

onhich regmens weresiaing and which e fghing on
A4b. Thabotka coninued blithely, the general's real

wasted journey, he'd like me o hav this chat with
Ctoouree. sassio rplod. o ok st sghon Toabotia

erforcer. Vihen there were rowards and medals o be given, the
i

sent Thabotka.

use
had a pict ewer playing the latest ransrission of he Voice of
L

foes. The rest of the wall-space vias fesiooned with tophies of

hunter himsel, would have been most inerested in examining
them more closaly. A twas, he kept his attenton e upon
Thabotka.




lohgars from the desk and oflered one to Acblaster. Abulaster
lkeditupand cugtasangoscentfom
“Bolic fsn' marked. You know where its fom?
o olosr s o b e g e
From ight on Kandhar, Thabotka said
grovingithere ever since the
(Great Crusade. Before that even. Exen the Karthas liked it

s andsharng aput
otk e 2 chucts, bt fendy s, 1 e o
oK amen apeaste
viastr sy quio e Thabota this own and caried o,
chewing the words outwith the lahgar st in his mouh. ‘The
b,

whole crusade a avour.

e it drecaw rt.
Youever

! pafiecehdey

o eascnyou shoud Thabota contuodNover heard o

yag semm st Fran Mxﬂyumnhabm Tums out,
o natwe syt ta
“Have
Dininest i bR ah sm o ok orwhalor eycal,

{efover fom tha ork amaca Which cossed our path backin'56.
“IthoughtIngertolland the Navw got ‘e all?
oL b o negerers, autih ot ad s it

Marchersas tat i Nyl Ho s e Ny reporid o
Command. Maybe theydid. Back then al | know was that every
inglo eyt Command was focused on Camwnprs, Camichact
and e 67"

st ers Absstr s uit. The Eeent s
fighting on Ordan for mos

ks chuciod sgan o inow, A, of al o Bimlock
offcers e met, e never met one who'was on Cawnpore. | ind

regiments we sent et
Wovdastor isieda et Rankthad s prhlege,buthe coud
notremain silentat Thabotka's
o et yoaras scmes o oy senic reord 00
doubimy word onel
Thabota held up hs hand in mock defeat.‘Ofcourse, of course,
b, Never doubled you. Never doubted you at all. Ad ' why the
‘general tusts you with tis Voor business. There's probably
ohing o1t

tho crash. You'l justnoed to head ove, lyho colours, et hose
jors ool

P
Bl his reassurances fell on deaf ears. Arbulaster knew that

and exports and the names of long-dead govemors, whistonly

menscons o mlin per rc

g oo syt Command g i o ha
local POF?”

“Thoydon'thave them. No PDF. No Adrministratum. No
arbiators. Not oven an Ecclesiarchy mission

lthng? Asuspicon i ot badk f st i
Foraword, even a colony, o have no trace of the g

“Thrs ight A, Agpees ur Vs ars ey koo o el
i &

wardwas unmiseleati. eral s a generous man, s0
e g g e ety Wi oy oo o 06
brings me on o the other vour you can

bulaster dimbed on board the shue aking him back fothe
plane's surfaco and back o his regiment. He held his orders, both
Seis of them, and also a istng of e offcers and mon who were

ad not gianced attyet, and even ifhe had, the names of Vejor
Banks

anyting o him

“Troop ship Brydon, transporting Brimlock 11th en
routeto Voor

everyone had been out o get him was startng o feol srangoly
preferable o te tuth that everyone, absolutely everyone, was
entirelyuninterested in him. The men of e second platoon of
Carson's company were not malicius, they were simply

Htmidcasybeusedio desrbe o opressionin e e
everym: o whom he started speaking
eamysery e son oo s tbee«r:sn\ved
o




broughtitto his bedside. Bianks had read it carefully. It was the

and moted, There was a st of campaigns, a
smattering Mm\wrd\sdphnsrymsn«s asingle limp.

revealed as such a medlociy
He had stopped causing rouble then, and when he was fnally
1,

Ho!
stared to understand what they had gone tvough during e
e, what he must have gone hrough as well, but wih he

wiped iean, When he had frstjoned the platoon, he had put s kit

sasem athim ogetouto s maes pece
Up and the man had instanty fllen back o
s\eep Hewould have no recollecton of the incidentn the morming.

ogryn, who appeared fo have atached himselfto the platoon. No
one s\ev\mm ‘xcept Garcer because of the smell. And, he.
I

“The subsequent days in the Brydon's hold had been e
difeent. The company had a regular routine of drl, xercise, meals
st

company o him again.

couldn'tbe used anywhere that had anyhing worth buying. He did

itaway: Theyhad been awkward. The men of is plaioon Spoke in
their own language of shor, tuncated sentences, whose fuller

‘one anather's company. Their words wero riddiod wih obscuro
Do

‘game, another rooper had walked past,looked atthe positon on
the board and made a noise ke a srining animal, The ofer

Moyso ad sked b i b boen cven erse

ks Foha s st what o hore.Troopor &
Stones. Thirteenth Dragoons.

“Tho Trirteenth? Nbuse said. | heard theyal bittin the drop on
g Dulkst e

e heard as.
pigupbieo mmned and unconsciously icked his
kmerhn behind his teeth n o
You denllememberanw'ﬂw’r‘

Whats e fisttingyou emerber?
g up in a mecicae staton on Kandhr:
nathappencd ben?
I v fred. ol sl
Mousoaskadagana Ve Bl tld i what ho coul. Whio
the 111 and the 26th and every oiner Brimiock regiment hat had

None
ofthe medicae knew how he had come to be there; their only
interest was keeping him quiet and then turfing hm out The 13t

Bt ot mat e focuiedge causod i utle
jeant of the second platoon, Forjaz had
gt
T g oty oo Tesrt

Duvnsvmﬁd f——
ey Banks sad. aven’ xpvudammg‘uvguml
dwtmwanwwg Justihat that was mylast rogimer

m tlking about. Dor spmnawunaanymom
Blnks sl danot undersand. m anylocking ot oy

sunporcfa Veq\menlmalwl ittt hm kg
g what? Blank
b e special? oo st
o quesion Nyboyou Bk o v boen uchod
Empe?

oo I Tho i of okt mears you'

! Fotarsad sty Bt mayoesomone ahnersdo

o
ne else around them killed.
Blanks siated. | don' tink | have a destiny.|justwiantto

Foriazpaused amoment. Who? he quizzed. WWho do you think



sene?
twias a question Blanks hadn't expected. Guardsmen sened.
“There was a never a queston ofwho you sened Him. ‘The.
Emy
“Wrong, Forjaz corrected. Outhere, thereis no Emperor. You
Serve me. You sen the liutenant. You sene te pialoon. You
sensthemanbesde cu Trats howwe moko 1 rougn. Al
iegebor Youundarsand m? o waried o b o ou
Shouldn'thave joined the Guard.

Perhay Butit
i

have gone around the company a dozen times already.
Forazwas the onlyman lefin the company whose wife and
children had won the balot o travel with the regiment His family
i

wife worked for the gastromo, hs daughers helped the medicae

S00n ojoin the ranks as a fll Guardsman, Theywere kept

quartrs.
Itwis this that made him an odd man ot He ran the plaioon

bestof ter
and Colour-Sergeant Red, who stuck error nto them, Forjazwas

ank, buthe was notone of hem.

the oddest man o n the platoon. That honour belonged
elsewhere.

“Yes, d agree. s oo ate for ou now; Ducky,the company
i, told Blank:

routine examinatons.

~
Ducky hissed hrough his festh as he studied the chartin his
hand. We're going to it

" hats o matrwinmy

X5l Bonomel I s Amestrmuald Tho o0 re
hugelysplayed and longated. Your big 08 s nearlyentirely
ilocaie.m supsad o caneven wear Pss b,

ine. Wy oot eels fine. Which one are you even

il

down.
‘A, mymmistake, rooper. That's a very healihylooking hand you
have there.
“Thera was a chorte fom the other men, notso much atthe.
aboured wisecrack, butat Blanks's corfusion.
A0 you reallythe medic? he asked.
TMiwnaNsaw cnmybadge. Duckyrepled Tholarky
sardsman nthalf-grin proudlydisplayed a piece
A ek ha o e 1o i 1 TEHO

drawn below.
“Thats notoffcial, Blanks said
e you g ooy Ducyrepled stemy.

Toats ashame, Insd al e el can
0 v Doy ot g s o i cibe

‘were almostimoluntary, a nenous ick developed either as a

saneal esovears.
working, however, Ducky could be very serious.
haning lroutie remembering anyhing thats happened
since? Duckyevamined Blanks's torso, His chestwas as bigas a

diseased. Whatever the problems with his mind, Blanks's bodywas.
in great condition, especiallyamongst the ageing Bimlock
roopers.

platoon had given him no rouble when he joined.
“No. That's beon ine.’ Blanks sat up on the siab n the iy med-
Jlowed. heytod

me itwas probablyshock.That it mightjust be a mater of ime:
Duckygraedin. s dor romembor amnngbeor,

orasmel? qung inyour dreams?”
No,its

Yootk s, 1 el 'hhydo ey cal you Ducy”
“There, myfiiend, you hane a choice between the mundane and
e S, By, oo Sespereag o b

Jour average rooperis unable o rasist such an obvi
“Tho slanderous is that | am a coward who tosses away
e l2gun ks o cover a1 merst kot an nemy

cn m e Bt heroason o tisrtbecausoTma

ks oughton ta mment Wy
s because dont kol porle”
lrtslocped ot bt Dk s s
"Thats another ok, right? Ifs a

e seama ks Sore st ven b myhands

then?




Ao bats be vayits gong o i
“You'e never Klled atal? Blanks said n disbelier. Howlong
[Wceseeritibecrerd
uckylooked up from the auspexreadings. fm onlya

head and did'twant o put them o the rouble ofdeaning my
dHe

notmyrght’
Blanks was stunned. Ho had never heard such seriments.

obliged 1o executs Duckyon the spot. Kiling, especialykling
enemies of the Imperium, was not an ethical dlemma, twas a
religious imperate.

“Im surprised you'e lasted this ong, f hats what you bele
Blarks sai

Duckywas notfazed by Blanks's atitude. | think, prie, as you

1500 andpehaps oy one characrit hatal o us share

Ao what

ot o whet sk o cowhat we do s e vith

cursomes st T sl b vrshod Fo Ducys 6o

Can wo ust get this over wih? Blanks siood up, eager to bo
away rom the medicae bay and is sirange occupant. Wher's my.
memorycoming back?

“Ae you sure st already? You certainly salute well” Ducky's
\oice had a fouch ofa sneer.

‘I uess you'd just call thathabit’ he spat bac

Yol s respense personally,but

s s s o s s e,

. Duceyeamined e auspexreadings on lastime. Your

ory's notcoming|
e vt e st of D/ fokes, Banks s
‘going fodeck him.
“Would youlike a second opinion?
Yes
Thturiom dose ssoldelyrating o our compaon,
Aow morents ke, Banks had sirmod away ning s

Iitation on the examination sab rather than Ducky's face.
aone,Duckysighed and ook s head. Mooy brne

Tvenel medcad wes gong o i er .50 et s 1l
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Chapter Three

twias atmes such as these thatAcbulaster ued the great

who worked there with his bare hands. Discroe inquirios! That was

back,

Hopace,uiou, baokerd o n fntof s secancin-
command, Mjor Broooe, who was holding te two oflend
communiqués. The firstwas from the offce of e High Admial

oor, even ust o bomb a smallpartof t.The second one was from

‘onthe first communiqué which indluded a lengthy sudy.

‘govemor herself, somewhat wnfy obsening that they had only
begun coonising the worid a cenlury ago and that she had
‘wondered how long twould take the Impeurm to want o start

Lord-General Elinor
Discreetinquites. Thatwas wht e had asked o Buthon

ofashi

augitalogenr Een W\m men, atloast himselt
“Shall ke care o,
hon wolh o o > Aot o, sl soobing,

origina request was tuncaled, mistranslation by he astropan
 stronglyrefuing any suggestion thetyouwill notbe.
carming through your dutylo the greatest capacity possible. The
usual.
ebulaster thoughton it Yes, yes, Brooce, take care of texacty

them as long as we cou
O loosca vt f st st Abuiasor und such

minutes than he could afler days of coureous conersation. Then

poinessntil pariorcase
‘Gett o Srooce! At s, et boind
tis Gosk -  Pakor b v you ov ot

Nejor Stanhope sat in the colonels antechamber with he fe other
transferting offcers. He had been waiting along fme and the.

e,
esting th

‘ground, determining teir ung upon tis new ladder. They noled the

rank markings, they noted the medals, hey noted the insigria of

determine who had been promoted to captan frst, who s

o6 combat, Such tings matered o them, even here at e end.
course, it was not the end. Not fo them, perhap:
allnewitwas 1 bo the last campaign ofthe od Bimiock 1 1. But
twas done and the mon wero granted thelr rolease, the
regiment’ colours would be sent home, laden with s batt
honours, and would be used o aise a new Brimiock 11h. And the

colour-guard. Of the ten milion men who had eft Brimlock at he

rdec,

oted,
oo e ol sk ik by
‘o Emperor's wars in another partof the gal

o id i spk o anyof e Thoyrced s, rank eyl i

e raing o e 5o g A e Dt s 1o
competiion. Stanhope did not notce their glances; instead,

down towards the brown tanna. Theylouched and, fora few
omens, b honeyeind s shape e of 1 ilrone
itin another; hen theyintermingled and the:



lisappear
_The doork the clonet' ofce apened nd he sdant pled
his head out. He calledfor a Captain Ledbetter and the offer

oottt Gloved e ot The
i fened a fracton and theyoccu
Eomathes o Beppea bl s vwenlm they
all ar tho ones v s in eary

e s ocors e et et and hey
walkod Frough b ook panald door Sannope inkod and

his hand. ftwas cold. He put t own and decided to stand. He

high.

11y e b the ol entused. The Eenth
s o o epuator

Woviaster e b recll he e ofth ofcr e was
i o sl a ganc g docesan e ek s,
L

7

case it appeared o have grown frough an omission o shave,
rather than through any deliberate ntent.
“Giad 1 hoar it leufonant. Arbulaster replied, hoping that

i and Tho 731 hd e  rpaon 5w, go e
o keep our standards high”
e canantygota ool new deas o yout st Mibery
beamed

New deas? Mbulste hought. That scunds e the astting
the regim

Now deas?” Mm\utzrsam “Tnat sounds like just e thing the
regimer

s pessed o hear i, Miberyroplicd and Atuiasarsaw

“Dismissed! Arbulaster snapped and Mulbarryjumped o
atention,saluted and strode out. The adjutant cosed the door
behind him. 'Shall I send n the last o, olonel?

‘Abulaster looked down athe sole docketefl upon his desk.

“Hold on a moment.

“Ofcourse, si”

record. Staniope, R 8. de R H.639Mi1, a second lieutenant with

642, promoted o first lieutenant afer the assault on Ketia and
avards tho B el 64, awrcod o At Hopoin o
stomming of the orress-ciy of Han; 645, prom

o S h i on ot 816 swargod o e Sr o

649,

margo ausiia, he 1201, Then the Brimiock Crown, the Vi

Laurel, the Bellum Opus, inducion nto the Order of St Merguerite.
Bul, afer the 12015t was dissolved ater Ghlza, nothing. Nothing

for the last four years exoep for a tany o ransfers. Sianhope had

him on a5 soon s theycould
s, no raionale, noti
Derelictor

Deserton. Insubordinaton Inioicat it
y

Commandhad boansieogan Al repy e come bace
someont

e whathos v newor ot agrden angal pd
Abulaster had not sunh defing!
angels. He didn't have o ke itthough.

Abulaster composed himsel “Verywel, Parker

discreetly. Stanhope siood at atienion n frontof he desk.
‘Stand easy Atbulaster ordered auomatically.
Sothis was the wretched Mjor Sanhope. Aebulaster was not

e reddencd

more fortunate imes and now it sagged sightly where a once-
powerful rame had wast

Abulaster et the silence inger. He had found no quiker more
effetive means of gaining the measure of a ransfering offcer
whether they shifted  facton with discomfort whether they,
Emperor save e, acuall started talking unbidden, Sianhope did

back,his eyes focused on a point slightly above the colonel’s head.
No, Acbulasterrealised, they were not ocused, hey were glazed.

“Damn it man, are you oni

“Onwhat, colonel?

Hocutio the chase.
I donit care who you were, major. | on't care what ot done.

Butuniike Hi
‘god. There are a hundred reasons whyl might shoot you, but

"Yes, colonel.



go0d men. ey donnesd ch offsrg Soudsunyouwelias

o i ot dspl s andso Aaser
frished him of.

‘Onelast hing, Stanhope. I you would be so kind as o arange:
maters o ensure tha, after foday, Inever see you, never hear fom

" pymypost sl
Seoth
oo et eorSrhope s as good s wor.
Ho absenied Nmelf fom 1 colone s word a2 colone
retumed the favour by pointediy oiting to endorse the ansf
orders that would allow him o take command. Abulaster had
1

gear.
The governor of Voo, despife their eafer miscommunications',

on 0ne of oor's secondary continents, covered with forest o
i

drop-sites. He had no infenton of fanding on the coast and
‘spending weeks, more ikely months, rekling inland. He would
Hopin. 8 G 45 s sale, and hve o wholo e

‘Aongside the oficers, here were new men o infegrate nfo the
fsament ol compafie of ey uder Coplans it and
iham, a few more of M.lberry’s beards an, to Adulaster's
ricarsaifacion Capan Lecbetr's
a horseman himselfin the Brimlock
eyt bfore e e was el o o

282nd. He was not, despito appearances, one of tose befuddied

horseback L

ot aferward
theywiould be indispensable.

Hdasesaath hatof o whituind o plarring and
preparation, making quick yet confident decisions
e ol empeenes o unq o o o b

bon d ther
) g

One could ot be afaid of one’s death n the senice of e
Guard. Your chances of sunial were 0o fa beyond your control

yyear

Butnow this was the last. Now he could see how close he was.

dio o ofemoul b th st Ho el tbe i
Finally, v days afer e ofthe
sy, rosched ot and o 1 Voo i dptomont

et low g o T 11t L Gonconing on e, ey
were descending on the gowernor.



&
Chapter Four
Voor - 660.M41 - Year 21 o the Blinor Crusad,
Voor pacification Stage 1 Day 1

TheBrmod 111 paraded i  precisecolumn trough e dusty
ain sieet o he capital, Voorheid. Adbulaster had ord

the rag-tag inhabitants of the capital. A the fore came the.

faces. And then, th finale, the regimen’s vehices: the Chimeras

of their heay mortars, and then the mighly Leman Russ batle

beneath teir racks.
‘Atthe veryhead of the column were the regiments colours:a
single| m.w portaing he mageof imiockspaon i, Saint
rguet cesied by h double headd Inpral eagland o
aach s o hen sl mages of b cmate s o

nspire the men fo clory, on occasions such as his thoywere

was Abulaster himselt.
Notal s s o hemigt hve shed, ofurse. The
horse dragoons wh had orginallybeen mounted upon
gifent ey, brough eiscemerts and geerations of
bresding,werenow apalchuok of iferntcolours. A e

11thafier Azzabar. They were a hodge-podge o ifierent models
o

and tho regimont’s toch-prest
e ransport Cimeras were in an even worse state,having

been cannibaiised o keep the tanks of e amoured company.

funcloning. Al he beginning ofthe crusade, the regimenthad been

regimentshoud The men howerer, lsted longer hen e

fiir
7o for e i msehes, whil theyal appeared o wear e

et

the eterans of rog
had merged into the 11th kept something of their original

new. Simplybyexamining the unifos alone one could race back

Abulaster understood the men's recalgirance; he himselfhad

onesposnadled ois dssouon
ined eye, then, would have ideniifed the manysigns of
PRiibotiimlorioiridi it

s inoqualmeasure
The whom Mtulssr s srangad e procesian,
e wero G fom baned. Th ragged oospans o
ot

attheirinuitaton 1 id them ofa foe thal threstened their s, heir

heir vide-brimmed hats.
of them cheered. None of hem doffed thir has. None of

expressions of the crowd, They simplystared.

‘were hinking. They were not ploneers, ey were escapees: men

the insiions they loahed behind.
Fora hundred years or so theyhad been allowed theirlierty.
Now, ey hought,

Firstthe Guard, then the Administratum with s tihes, and then the

s




Arbulaster glanced over to where the govemor was walching
her

they might meet their new masters

Voorheid, Bimlock landing area, Voor pacification
Stage 1Day2

“Ihear your colonel near got s arse bitoff by the governor's pels
yesterday!

around him 1o the Voorjer scoutbeside him.
“Ididn'thear thal, Carson lied. He had heard it evenyone i e

s at

o
desk.

L T— 19015 ot reches ot
heirfeeth. he scoutcar yamused. Herporuncaton
ofLow Gobicwes erahene e ippe an A Fraan

acoer
Carsonlefi souts jing alone Her e vas Ven A and
she was one of e Vborjers who had been ling on the Tswaing

11th through the errain and lead tem to the orks. She was young,

and at present she was exrome
She e 1o i e an agressie, no-nonsense

demeanour, butin doing 50 she made her ansietyall the mor

ablous, Gous o Crsontlsst e doule Pt ores lore

18 pohinderdsachmenthed sven acowecged o

e piiderdetachmentconsisied of Mibery, s bearded
ppers and, as far as Carson could discer, enough plans and

paper
trtemin maps andarguing e h bestplace b sie e
regiment’s operational base, even houghin a fow hours' e they
s beresen taminperion

Carson was there o prolect them in case they needed o

assigned because tho colonel had particularfait in him. Carson

tobe cooped up wilh the ‘beards'for mostof he day.
i

A regretilly inevitable. Regretl because, as Carson was.
perhaps the firs representatie of the galasyspanring regime
fooun st Impermof e shehad v persnaly
| she appeared determine to comince him of e
mony byl of ex oo b bt same peru
“Don' ke it personall,ieufenant” she concuded. | dict rust

st plce. Woshouk s des it o aursohs
Do you rally hink you would have been abie
Vo g oot sson Tt ot

of hemsehes withoutbeing in the gip of the lmperium,
inoc e high and ght Guad o Toonand et it

desd Emporr You i weTo sof? Haveou anyideawhat e
vough here: \ehad ostuge roughand
oy o b
course you dorit.
Merlly sttt momert Carson s it 2z,
approach and Van
oot Crsoncaloqiohim Howro outoday”
“Its a beautiul moming,eutenant” The mechanical Zdzstaw
stood at atention and snapped of a rsp salute. His chin was
freshiy shaved, his ashen hairwas neatlycombed and his righteye
S8 iid b, and it ves pthaps ot ves ol e
original man. Everybing else afterviards.
oo e, e e g vere ek vy bk
crifcal places, hand-welded plates and gears i the rest. They were
his legacy of tweniy years secondment o the Brimlock 111

ofthe comer ofhis eye. e you al set? he inquired.
e the party plan already; shouldn' take more than a few

hvoat. What made i all the more eerie was that Zdasiaw, o appear
more human, had managed o wire his metal av 10 move, but

know aboul the aeraldisturbance around the crash-sile?
The rok iselfwas sl generating an nfererence feld which

comgdss.
“Tho gowernor's ofice has given me what they hae. They dont
P gihvbiopiud ookt



‘Bxellent’ Carson repiied and finally tumed 1o the Voorjer

olentydassemod and sopsinssingy it beck gl
rsfoor his is our pilo, Sauadron Commander

o kel hed out e meta bones of s hand. Good
moming, mal

and shake it Her movemens were as mechanical s the pilofs.
185 holdrackaly. Tho coroc o
“Apologios, hol
o o cinued hoinodctons, s ha govomar's
‘granddaugher;

proAmatonofaad Messure o meetou:
Van Am stared at Carson. | never said
Corha et s 18y oo oo ik et alow

oouing exclywh thears and hattheymight o7
‘Van Am binked. No. s
e a io o1 by . b her cutyand

23
roceived a second shock when she saw Zdastaw's ier. Many
oS, ve e, grow atlached 0. prtuarcat Thoywoud

Much further
hippedit, Over the years he had
centimelre withlaish, elaborate, sometmes explicl,
talismanic images. Each one he considered a abour of ove, &
s passion and everyoccasion that e
\alktie had taken him into batte and brought him home:
Troober i hepllhe\remsmun:s et
Zdistaw had beer adron commander,

¢

espons! whic n hefight

;e nocue o o She oAyt
25 g s ot s o Sk
caressing e tors e, utisparing o et s it
s opitperonmed the more mundane pre-fight

[Wifodingertinchmtileoit-lirlrpetegig

the rip. Carson was conlent not o have to shoutover the Valkyre's

ran o o handl 2 oung woman fgened o e wor, Tt
mater was his prospeciive commanding offcer, Mejor Stanhope.

"Thocolonel hac e  abo Nor Sanncpe,of il e
hadn't ABrimiock offcer, when spealing o his junior, would never
malign another, especiallywhen that offcer was the junior's
commanding offcr. I simplywast done. But the factthat the.
colonel, when he ol Carson ofthe new appointment,did nol

“good or‘solid

Stanhope was not one of s, Atbulaster had told im. Carson

applied o weakkneed saps wh fainted at he irstsightof e
enemy, o shellshocked offers who spoke o fowers and

blood and declared themselves the Emperor's True Prophet. itwas
an accusation that meant nothingn speciic and everthing i
general

Carson's relations with the former company commander,

‘s il-named, had stared badly and continued n he same vein
The captan had been appiried towrds the end of he Ordan

as a resultforretaining command for that
Bincer' dling had notboen petydindchensss, hought
had been ambiion. twas an ingrained, insatiablo ambiion

wanted o be partof he colour-guard. Al o them craved the.

men's lves in heir quest, especallynowin the crusade's last

the e fthomen who sonecurcer e
‘ad expected he same from Sianhope, butwhen hey
ﬁnwymumanmmm o hadboon pised

i
imsal staiasin o oo
ose osiand o aenton, bt Sntops sopped i
Noreedlo bt ho sai oot
Stanio with him, Carson regarded him as
headjusredmsswcm a5 h sl He lonked reh e for cayin

"t goodio meetyou raly; Saropesad

s mar Casonpled Youwers o Scon i us”
Carson had been it or e major 0 appear forweeks
board e ship,buthe had never emerged.



‘The colonel tells me that there is some kind of administrative

while mystatus was stl...uncsrain.

disbelieved him.
1 hope myabsence cid notcause you any problems, Sianhope
condluck
“Not atall Carson found the honorifcsi on is ips, but could

delays now been overcome?”
Saope dntro e ves iarng ot Carsrs resdst
Vosdyouther local sevar e Cror
o o sombining o et
Corvomcaninens
No, no.Ive eaten already, Stanhape repled. His eyes rolled

head. “The administative delays, no, ' affaid ot Tomorrow, the.
ol says.

bulaster reallywas playing Stanhope along as long as he
possiblyenid, Caron cosidor. Hovaed o S
continue, but the silence stetchod between th

tead. he stood and Stanhope instincivelyid the same.

"Iyoid e 1o nspect the men frs, major, 1 would be happyto
amange t’

Ve’ Sarope sl sumsed. No,tts e lenant '
happy o viatunti everyhing's of

vl Cason g b s stk beindisongue
Instead, he saluted. Prompled, Sianhope saluted inresponse and

mess o bensat bk doun, shking s haed, b rih s
breat

e goting dos er st Canon ok
the present. Look out the

eroon i o pl oo ok theywer ing o

o appear almost as though the fyer could and upon them. They

horizon o te oter.

sightof the black waterof he ocean beneath. Then, in an eye-blink,
they crossed the coast and were over fhe jungle.

the same porthole.
"Wo'd barelytouched Tswaing when the rok it she said. We

mightbe a planetlle, tought we might have to abandon the
i

d feared.

el
“These clouds, they lomned aferthil. Aer the fr. The junge
i W thatand

the lack ofsun are slowiy irishing the jungle of.
(Carson glanced ather. She fook tfor concorn.

otk e p ur vt o pand

 Once e s sppod e sefouta ter o nepoctne st
e wherwe stered ho mortwents o st hor

e ok el spow oot pppenc o1 1o 10x

lotmore cautous. As s00n as the piot et the controls go, she.
e and o cear

"We sentin a group on fool. They made itall the wayto the.
impac cater, i 06 a sigla ok Tho ok hod tured el
under he ground.

“Theyshould have eftburied, ut they didn'tknow then that it
was the orks. Theywers justing o ind the source ofho fiyng

corming from nside. Theywent in and there tey found them:
thousands oforks all dead, alldead rom the impact.Piles of them

beyond repair. They searched for whatever was generaiing te
interference, butyou can't el orktech from junk and so they
decdd obon e e g

it

e o, st i hve rying it voukd

you, we figured the leastyou could do s get s the explosives to
shitf:

d we?”
it Goyo i ureguests probabytl ot dok of

nhe araler goL . The resupplyleam ound them ll dead.

e, i wespans gono Tt wherot e e
We dic'tknow whatthey were, butwe knew ey wererit
e T e et S ok s, o

tlking bac Nothelp st mor gestons oo
“Fol w0 0 15 o Wed o



‘ourseives. It ook a couple of months, but Grandmother gx
Byttt

the orks had the crater.Our boys couldteven gt close. Their boss.
was a muggie,didn't have the nerve for a realfght. He lost a fow

thatthe orks wouldn' cross haf the continent o butcher us in our

Wamwmuﬁmpmspedwm il open the hatch o allow you
abotier vi

per

bare soil, baked hard by he now absent sun.
hblbeny and his beards viere quicklystanding near he edge,

happy and Milberryretumed up the craft o Car
“Tris s all dashed useless I'm afraid, Carson. Can'tsee a

toland. Weire going o have 10 go cuton e dangle, Im afrad.

andsated cipgiogtmsolon. en A ollowed i snd &

likewise. He leaned over and fook her hand fostop her.
‘e, o drespec bt o enogaradoun b,
Vi oxpociad hr 1 anep bock at i, b she st snredin

derson. A e Ton, oot e s, Fomlarchoder N

s cann go AT ey g k01 s

ofyou!

Song s parsertoryabroohs e sad ey s
the arses of Bimlock oficers exremely asty”
Tt took h Voarer 0 o g, van A i ot frowithe

calm epression gae her o dues
ourmn, bemugge Carson s sching he et He
wasriturong.Fve oughtors. v seen
Tk o i awmihes. e s o s o rentof e ki

Neybe. Van Am said. Butifyou stay dependent on others to
fghtyourbattes, o prioct whatyou cal s own can o e
consideryourself uy free?
Carson could not help shaking his head athat.Inal his years,
'O Brimiock,

I it . Buthe could

dissuade her.
hal
you cared. Thal was whyhe was stlfighing. He'd had it confirned

was thathis men survived, and he would allow no dealistic
‘orjers, no glory seeing offcers and certanlyna dried-up, defunct
manding oficers like Stanhope to threaten thal.
‘With thatin his mind, he checked that is pistols wero fastened

and jumped down trough th trees of Tswaing.



&
Chapter Five
Voorhid, Brimiock landing area, Voor pacifcation
Stago 1 Day5.

thad taken two further days of pathfinder fights before an

Bydon'to readythe DOVand finallysigned the transfer orders

Carson was already awake when the noffication ared. Now he

needed a few hours a ight Aong with e nosficaion was the.

pecii
Carson gianced at hem and took them staight o Red.
“The handover inspection fom one offcer o another vias a

wer lable or any faw or defect the unil possessed. The units

laning herbodyamour:plishing i lasguns nd ufing i
helmets witin a few mi
eywersglac eyt o s, o e fmo came. nd

also watching the proceedings, his visor down against the sun

already made an impression on the men. He was an easly
recognisable flgure. He dressed in the ublauitous uniform ofa
black coat, black boots,

personalisation, however, was thathis coat was studded with
shulhundrods nd hndrods of i sl

skulls were notfor fon, heywere Kil markings.
Enp\iurz commissarheyud i e beenls Theywoud

haw|
o sy o nspcon, s Rod o Carson and

Stanho
stopping unii he reached the end. He looked back and Carson
nstead, Sanhor

simplypassed bo he secondiine.
Forjaz hen stepped fonwards. Second patoon, ready for
pecion i he sidSenhoe scocniedged i and srted
agai, Carson asep behind Thers came apot.
becamosoingraned na b r gunkso o e
could never be fllydeaned or made to operate:
o same was s ofcerin mambers of o company v,

face. Nothing could be done tomake the lumbering ognn Frrk al
i presentabl

Gardner. Bunder had nitpicked a st ofssues as along as a
Jasri

his face waven.
For amoment Carson believed that the enfre inspecton would

cormect with one glaring exoopton.
“Where's your weapon? Stanhope asked
'S, its missing,sir Ducky snapped back.

the major. Technically, a soldier could be shot forosing s
‘weapon, yet Ducky had declared itas easilyas he might have
commenied on the weat

"The campaign hasniteven begun, prvae. When cid it go
missing?”
'St on a pathinder figh yesterday, sir n fact he had huried it

il otk kst o
requosted a replacoment? Stanhope readied fo
mwe on

The rev!ynm»gm Stnhope up short. You'e not?”

sl dm tinend ouse . i
s pead, ising Dy i o
isguided pincples. Themin had samed e
decorsons forending b andeeung woundod
oo ro o s S oo a1 50 yene,
rairdiiiprl ooy
o whole company was focused now on Stanhope.
"VWhat's your name, trooper?’



“Sir, Private Drake, sir,' Ducky replied with the cool, slight smile.

againstawall.
“Prvale Dra

e Stanhope considered, | do believe you maybe
* o with hat, and

with it How couid one man be so damn lucky?

dismissed the men, Carson had grown more suspicious. Perhaps
i

s,

i room.

"1 have a new weapon issued t Private Drake and enstre he
holds onlo it

Do ot bother on myacoount; Stanhope replied indifierenty I

meant what sai:

Caronvas uptised paiaps S woud ot boa
disappointmentas a commanding ofice

o ot s s ey 2 o 0,
major.

“Iwouldn'tconcem myself with Reeve. He wasn'there 0 stand
Iudgemantver o men. Ho s hee o sand ucgemert cver

‘Malmam youtink hat?”
athin smile. ‘Because he's folloving me:
i veas i okttt
it true; Sianhope continued. Every me Im transferred 0a
new regiment there he s. Forfour years now, fom the 99t o
2630 the 37 st o here.
“Tve never heard of such a ting. Why would he being doing

“Honesty, lieutenant, | don'tknow We've never so much as

e sndis eAng orsel me
rson rog: o, Heloewolhis reaceaewho
e o o, b bt ety

materhow glorous vould hold a commissarbackomiis .
SoReovewas ters ojudge o’ Carson saidscepically. Do
you hink you passed:
oumeanues it We, L suppose we vl 0.8y
otow dawn. i paganstaval, hen vl assume o

mysayso. il check n with you before the eve

St assih oneof e e as Yot siewaror vouldyou
prlerlopckonesourser?

pened the door, evealing it of the dark room
by s Sy tcear Pathe ddnotvish Carson
o Toteemtbenatansay oo
oA i e Tging .2 Shine myown
buton myown jacket
Surprised again. Having a personal steviard or

batman was not simplya commandr's per, itwas o only.
practical ting. Even the most fastidious procodural irecties

commanding their men, ather than bufing e gear.
Wou ar amajr! Agi, S shkon e 1p i e
and raveled no futh
"V ltenant bt a morwhat?
“What? Carson said, confused.

‘erywll, he condluded as the door cosed. You can have one.

Thatis all.

They wera geting cose, Atuiasterfelt. Theywere getting
close. The crewof he Biydon were making heir final pregarations

its securiy The pathfinders had not seen anyorks in the gy but
Ifthere were anyhis adiance guard would be n positon long

andtheyunddie done
e et

e commissas ramo pourd o vt o iasies
oo T coitane? ne s ey, vy

"Sral e i in s

Abulastor gianced around atho mess i the control centro

who oL ubtess ethat vy vor
0. Noneed, Take over here, Brooce, and send someone (o el
i et eyt ol S
emphasise outside, wil ou Brooce?’
‘il sir
Brooce sent offone ofthe troopers and Arblaster strode offto
his study. As he went he took the opportunity o straighten his



ere going 0 choose o care

‘Abulaster astened the- mp gt = he ared
athis door. Reeve wasnt there yet. 50 he would have:
oo sxeoe e ek s o ek oo b
commisersmfst. Hovaledin

ik you for seeing me, colonel, Commissar Reevs greeted
i o o e .
bulaster sworo silentyin his head. Ofcourse, commissar.

1o s, HoPad ooy boen aigmani i o, bt
cloarly beon docades ago. Ho was old and, as he had aged, his
Bodyhad shhelld back o, el

poliicaloffcers
Abulaster refused to be trown offguard,or ositdown in the

the desk.Instead, he stayed on his foo Hosippodin o

Reoi, b ddof o, Simiocs ot o gl
Unloss theyhad assumed tho. msmmmwm. offcor.
Noswiehod o speakwih

o inotrespondslonce, Ho mertysred ot o cicne

as though with a single glance he could see. oin

et M daset o . B Mot ol
ened byt

look.he was sorelymistaken. Arbulaster had sunied fie diflrent

st sy e
h Reeve fnaly opened hs mouth. Each time he id so,

was dear and smooth

see our i e, One e i patcr
aster had o doubt which one o was efer
oo oo conihacd whe o recponai or
conditon ofthose calt?

illy
thatas wel. He knew that nether was the right answer.
“1am responsible or the conditon o that raf, Adulaster
replied; he hiad played this game before.
“Then you are responsible for that vandalism to 7
“This was the reason that Reeve had pulled him away from their
g

man anot

“Theyre devotional images, commissar. The pilot, you
undersiand s mostdovout Dot es. iaste oo

P,
Tyt cbscane clonel Asingledrlond mage s

Is allowed. We cannot have the Emperor's bless

sppeaing e some atoosd merchan o Ty e

s was th i ofcommissartht R was, Atiastr
consicerd. Apetyobsessiowho woud commend a man or

i T ofiartom ottt i ey Reswwoulhas o leam
e was not dealing with some wan subalte;

“Iuill see fo he necessaryarrangements, commissar.
Abulaster replied, ‘s soon as s possible. A present, you
iate, we are approaching a rical juncure.”
| porecists tentrelycoonal.You 1o ausymen,
undersiand: Aastarhoped or momenthal ht it he
et e vt So e mods

e gien orders forhe crow o ba fssued wih e necossary
.

Uni
20 Abulastor with is sunken gaze, ‘you have any objecton’
it Zdzstaw would have a i, butifhe was going o ire of
andsnep Reee's rered o nck enso much o beter.
a5 you see it
ert To clondrof my st regiment ofen had objections. |
an glsd ol b the cas it s Reee said. Abuasier
meniion of he od colonel, the commissar's
Ran o gone o o skl o e oot o v
siroing i a fracion.
“Nine huncred and eighiy:nine, coonel.In case you were
counting’

il An improssive rocord. he managed to say. Roeve merely
nodded and then 100k s leave,leaving Aulaster alone. The man
had kiled nearlya thousand men, nearlyas manymen as he had

name, whatind of madrman vs e’
would have to
i oun see e ctomisaton e st
The regiment was a thousand strong, bt fose tous




joumeytook s foll pon the mind as wel s the body. He

had made allowancss. He allowed for the foems, he rophies, the:

batte displays. Abulaster would ttand shake his hoad, butafer
alhis Gme, ho did't care what a man wore, or idn'twear, solong

the next day.
Ho had soon oerafcrs tylo it such ings i i
iments, yo enforce uniformityin the face of the inewabie
nsanty ht goped an i ae a o ofwar. Those offcers

wallbefore the biack-coats or their own men. Well, Abulaster was

flloow andcrtiny ot o ands ofCommissa e
irol cenire and released hs fear as

up their pace and, an hour latr,four days aflr he 11th paraded
e

“The DOVefta buming steak tough the skyas itentered the
atmosphere. Then, as tapproached the surface, he drop-cradie’s

rising the vegetation beneath tand
allowing the \ehice o settle in place. Onlya few minutes later, the.

e 0OVand syl a ek st s Ulhese o

753 begun
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Chapter Six

Erimlock outpost DOV-A Tswaing, Voor
‘pacification Stage 1 Day 7

jungle. The orks had the scentof e quarryin their nostils now

d Ttwas bi
thoughis own skin was pale. tran like a b, head down, ams

kt
Itmanaged to each e base of one of ho gant rees and
chesthe

and roared s defiance at s pursuers

Jishi

L Thecrkin e lead,weating aheadcress ofteehand .
i sharpened into  pick and e hs wartiors in a
mlgmybeku ofheir ownin reply.
Got you, Carson thought, and he pulled is trigger. The las-bolt
rom g Poaw ol Stk e otk gt n s Gapig maw. 5 005

throatas itfol, nota markonit.

of their heads. A autocannon opened up, ts shots whipping

completsy off-guard, would k. Theywould dash for cover
directy awayrom the fire and tus expose themseies o the.

the other sde of the vail. eterans would never have allowed

stikeforuards ooking o flk el atackrs
ks, being orks, just charged straight down your throat. Even as.

towards ther unseen adversaries. Ahead ofthem, shapes in grey.
form:

run. The orks bellowed again, hacking and slashing at e
undergrowh as their aiackers ran fom thei charge. For an instant
it

and noton the oher side ofhe tal, opened fe.

N eded
their h

thossof et nedove i i g posions and i
around, readyo add theirfire. Bu the orks’ charge had!

stike.
kit he ot edsrous ol
Telssokstinbisd orks could sometim
i 5500 4 6 O i 0 Rt ot g Ter, 1 ot

1, howe
had chased ino the kiling ground. The monster swung a huge
branch and smacked the ork ffts feet

“The ork crumpled, unconscious, and fell ino the leafy
undergrowh. Across the restof the jungle tere was a momentof

end, or whelher another hreatwas f e
oo, ek, Carson calld. Tna ballmonster an ogry with

atis o Hostngi over s shoica, ren e and g
Carson a crude salute.

specal delier!
Thersves  smatiing o auge o e gl s, onaby
one, K Companybegan oeerge fom betuoen e

Taont

ey
Carson rolled over and sat up. He unstrapped his helmetand

i sof and caviod vy
inconvenience, m sure; he mutered. Ho then
e o o i i s owered i s Coneeon
Come on, he said o himself Ho did notmove. Al ight
'He twisted around to check on the men. Boofh's platoon had



howey
jungle for two hours alreadyand this was the onlyband oforks

and Gardner's heaw autocannon atthe same tme, while Gardner
patientyried to get Fmk o crop the ork.

Carson noficed fohim. T
colour-sergeant camied his lasgun in his ofthand, while
in s right he wielded ‘Otd Contempibie’ his iron-black

bt athad prod 1wt n s suh s . hers
prisoners needed
oo etknon ahyeyhad boo st ot
pisoner Tho crerhed cone b m o MeiorRoussl Sright
nel, 50 he could not argue against it Perhaps itwas
simplyhabil justas his men knew exacly how fo sel up

[ tumed
ash. s bodywas undordeveloped and s skin was liht, ot noarly
t

ditofVoor.

recing some faull Red would not bl it tough;
Csrsm s pirfhoay s had o i 5 ong 2 o hac

freiifiechivy o firogarGuar poverpacs. &
antique lock and breoch, and: e down bl
s e amono et o i chr Bt s bty s
onthe insido. Thero, mbedded within, was a gistening pover-

p sg.

Some of the biame a east.
el

him. O blustering NCO!

breaih,
cost

Corsonpr-mped s e bi”
‘Onenjured, sah. Corporal
“Howbad?

Ducys g ok, el gathim vl
on sureptouslytestad s feg 2gain Sl noting

‘when wo getback o Dowa’
“Acommendation, sah?
“You don'ttink he desenves one?”
\Clese, sah. st ikl et a days e rons vera
shestcfpapere
Le(s o ot ot s fwe cant et s
i some kind o e paper as well. Then he can
e ek e ot . g el naaroy e

thought et
R hor o movement i o comerf s oo causd carsonto

twist again o ook back at the rest of the company. Vbus

her

checkng trem o amingof e
Red sawhin s we. Prets ey golyour miseable s
beckoyur sauadt e sho
oo s 1 gy th by hewes inspecing

a2 para
e ot ot Vs s, Buton bsgels,hohad

deset;and on Kam Daka, thad been he who had bribed the

‘on Azabar, the wrath o the eldar had come down on their culpost
ford:

private e that. Red had made t plain that he wanied him handed
overo the black-coals, od. There were no
extra points in warfor playing by he book. As much as Red
detested hi
as long as his worh outweighed the
was watching him inertynow, waitingfor him to give the
move on. Carson tied is leg again. Sill nohing, buthe.
Pt ool o
Red :
A rightyou are, sah. Red twitched hs moustache and
i s nconoam. Shll ot Duckyupher forou s wel e
e im away. ‘Acouple o minutes, thafs all
|ma Then ru e aptes an.
gane a crisp salue and tumed back o the
company Py Srocn po o s sk v

Colonel Arbulaster and Mijor Brooce walked through the



Al around the
roopers were stipped to their shirsleetes, hefing. caming,
assembig and g st halfadaybeors, v part e

e The douniasto e diop Gadie’ engnes hd scoched
editself

nowitwas down fo the Imperial Guard, i
“The DOV, or Deployable Outpost Vessel 1o give s full name,
o wha par

them. twas from them that the 1 1th had fought of e eldar at
b

A Taki,
tKam Daka,
huncred to one. And now this DOVwas rising from the
The extemal wall had been the frst thing 0 be assembled and
putin place. The regiments sappers i ther worker-Sentinals had

theirtops, and supenised the men s they cared the amour
plates fom the DOV o create the wall. A e [ast section was.

vough . To o e vl s amilr paceofsfet
s e ek canes

‘generous mood.
Do you know what makes the Brmocks the greatestof the

baing erected for the landing pac.
Yes, sir Brooce repiiod
“Its because- VWhat? Atbulaster broke off mic-sentence.
“Somy,sir. Did you want 0 answer that one yourself?
oo aramphec o, Iwas. Do oroa arund,
Brooce. :

Verywel. Verywell
tosay?
“I1houghtyou wanted me o say the men’, sir
"The men erguerit's breath, s not the men! Arbulaster
caimed,

skl Ho oot ey
stare of he dozen men on the scaffodi

"Wel?” ha cemanded o hem. DX yorbeardcall a break? No?
Then getbackoit.

“The men retumed o teir jobs and Ablaster retumed to
Broot vou eIk bt bexprb oty opprge s whal
makes Bimioc yeatr Youremambet oo docne You

ber recrutment? You tink any oftose pale-skinned

oraCedan,oraFrvh Hilander”
back obedienty.
oot o e vt vt ocesa st
ofices waes verosiabling e basehos
s netno men. Troyar it oy are et gumbing

o ‘mwmnasm nofioed hata couple ofhe old wves were

back o the cental bt
‘Nmmaﬁ\mmdsbhdgmmw'\ﬂ,m Tl letyou ntoa itle:

own. When your men are grumbling, you know everyhing's as
kg
Really, sir?
125. Youive got nothing o fear rom a grumbling soldier. They
build up hotair and i just them releasing it No, s wher

stops grumbling about is o, itmeans he's planning o Go

hands, Brooce,
well. Ether them or you. You know, fthatight10d Carmichael had

with the Sity-Seventh might never have happened.
“We might be the greatest complainers in e Guard; that would

Brimlocks the greatestof the mperial Guard s this!
laster encompassed te eniir base with a single grand
of his am.
‘Emd\u;‘ Wolad, ardws e e e s n e
s other regimens, they ake a place, fiey move on, a
yseflatsv meyﬁnd meyvegm b fak  bockagain. Ntus. Whatwe
ousand years, and
e bt sihbe be tere, ety for it e o s

“Veryprofour

s shm ms second ook bt Brooce mariined s
imperturbab

i Broce o g\mned s cronometer. You asked me o
remind ot

et o7 Trone,yo, 10, ot S0 whatweTo up




against” Abulaster hastened back the way theyd come. The gate
lowered at their approach and a squad of senries oined e
offcers as they went out onlo the scorched plain. There the
Valkyties stood on their temporary landing fed. The fyers were

adistancsavey whle heyconiuc
fced that heir blue fight suis were.
focks of pat an clod oty o spot b ot

He looked
ook

sachore ndstngushabo o e
amin o e, coloel? At modat

sftothin,
No, no... Auiaster mutered, ighing the urge 0 recoil. He had
never had a problem with Zdzsiaw'sinjuies before.To him they

Some reason, he found them gruesome. Nothing had changed

eye. For thefirst tme, Arbulasiar realised that tis was nota ing

Iuck, the Emperor prolects
“Thank jou.
Abulaster ied o make the best of he unforunate situation, as

anyhing o change i ‘She looks good out there, doesn'tshe? He
loned o uhath roughves Zisia's Al ladies

love a new coat once in a while,

Zissiaw ol o e el avay gt rlmetin
han

Commissar Roeo- Brocs nreced

Yes, he has ot o answer for, Atbulaster mutered.

i here,sir.

Abulaster flthe silenco behind him. ‘Aomoon, commissar.

“Yes, tis, Reeve repled. Zdzslaw stopped by he Valkyrie's

done beforecachfight huncredsof mes before Butrenho

reladien
Colonel Adbuaster, who had seen llages and crops putto the

s i b somm o oroas o s el s

lched Zezistaw haul himself, without ceremony, ino the
Coptinisvago and pul 5 gy
“Ishould have had him flogged, Reeve said suddenly, butthere

recossbout e plos. S, an erleshoud e been

couse,commisar; Atulastrourd el aresng, Tho

estofhis words were lost as the engines ikyies ignited

s 2o gt e o ge o rpments st
per look a her er



Jo¥F
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Chapter Seven

Acbulaster had had the company commanders gather on the
hooing deck i only

t
designed 0 give a commanding view of tho arca, whethor for
Sriping the enemyor the ocal widife. Here on Voor, though, all it

offtothe horizon n every directon. Amies oforks might be
encicling the outpost and an obsener wouldnthave an nkling

imehe,

as he entered.
‘Stand easy he old them, quicky scanning the room. Al his

was most grateful: Major Sanhope. He saw the \borjr gir, Van

lookshe seemed o have everyEme Abulaster met her.
rmoon, gentiomen; Abulaster began. | on'tbelieve we've.

Know the new armhels.”
s a respectiul chorus of agreement hat Arbulaster had

them.
‘Good he said fimly. Capiain Ledbeter here i joining us with
iy senant

Sappers. Capiains Ingoldsby, Tyrwhit and Wimondhar vl be

IatyHr Satope, whortnaiyas b auies o
willbe ur

Tigh
o younewbugs hope il hae arscoymade ursehes
Known 1o Capiain rum, who commands o
oot i o o, oo Toou s avd
haing your oops eifher run over or shelled I recommend you keep
o godd s Wi bonof e
There was a chorus ofpolt laughier and e veterans.

sides assossing i laio posiions Abasier nors
wispofension in the airand double-checked his own offcers. The

ot Sknat ot G s Siming oy 0 cmr

tothe diminutve roc-haired Fergus. Gomery had forunately ot

vgl
Rosa for once was not snacking, and Dum, the spindly ciean-

and Rousselr's eyes ficked down o glance atwhat might be:
Jed,

autopisto behind it
bulaster sensed Reeve make his presence folt beside .
'And, of course, we alrecognise our new oficor of the Emperor,
Commissar Roew.
e paused a moment before addressing them.
0 pleges stk erest oy rfudeand
vigour by which His senanis enact His wil. There s onlyone

ere was certainlyno laughter, nods or lances afer that.

st Two cons appeare e . o famiir e andack
ot b6 fsec, aemig e st

i, oo oot piningote oundel it a shics,
here. DOV-A or Dova as the men call
Homowdtisstius oo gresn g, T s e arok. I

Fury. Brooce?’

notbe cbsened himsel.
began: We have onlybeen able o acquire limited

ofher acihity. He shall feed those images straight back o this room
forour consideration. Mejor Roussel? What's the currentstatus of
the other matter?”



e s i one o e b v i
comissar's inertogation, prior t our own...dissecton.”
“Good, Brooce replied crisply. Pass on mycommendation to
Liewtenant Carson.
Roussell shifid again his ime in discomirtat Brooce's
implcitcifiism that he had ot led the raiding party himself.

the.

twich of his eyebrow. The petlyaniagonisim between is two

Tfoof boredom, volence and hor offcers wero carelul
enough o comit the ool e sl acing

Roussalspece righnow.
base, Dova base, s is Valkyre Gfor Galaxy! The robotic
o adiod ovr e spesher omheahooen deck
;s is Dova bas

Goahoad”
Request

dloarance for mission”
“Commander, Abulaster spoke up. This s the colonel. Any
e e nerorencea it heigh”

oo do ou ik o cangeta s pcrs

e Yo s leevador mission, commander. Good
Tuck”

High above the ork ok, Zisfaw acknowledged the colonel. He

outtothen,
“Valkyre fight, i is G for Galayy, acknowledge and confim vox
netis acive.

“Leader, his is D Doctine, acknowledged and confimed.”
Leader, i s P Pls, acnowieced and confmed

ang on herel

The s cnbusias mado Zasaw i, vihwhatltoof

st Helemw s v fm sl

Sobefuddied thathe thought a simplelick
ranwaal s being o Sho . R ORTL K pad
mado her hate him

i ef e olher crew back al Dova 1 s2ve gt
s al butoned up,sipper: Readyhn sou are.

“Link the voxnetwith Do an

ke o plotTopied and i herd Dova conbm. Now, f

the intererence, itwould be reransmitied fom the other fiers soit
would appear back at th that, they were reacly.

Valkyefgh, 1 descencing. Holo. o Doctine, aroyou
there’

Thavmueofldzlslaws ‘Second, Lieutenant Plant crackied
vough: Here, eat

i byt v o conct

Ok leader, good luck.

Zdzslaw powered back the throte. The whine of his bird's

display from the nose-picte, pointed sraight down. There was

dropped. He called ut is height as they went. He felthe irst g at
his controls as they hil enty-ve hundred metres. There had been
avain hoy

credence. To s mind, this inerforence that josted his fyern e

designed for use in space, 0 disrupt assauitboats and boarding
acions, which given that orks adored the cane thoir
enemies apartin person seemed unlikely, o Second. a by-product

s o urtooo f oo Inreftirsiton o ok
sense or itonly o project out and not a
Rneioon o e o atow e sl force

‘She hated
him or tis. Firt he had alowed that commissar t buly him into
painting over her decorations, stipping her of llshe had done, and

inthoair.
Seterieon undred meres and e Valkyie vas v i ne

she bucked and o
e s e st ted spin e

o steadyher vith a burst.

meal bodyas the bird flipped under him. Aiarms rang, e co-pilot



them ever faster down. The numbers or
i Sred a0 5sc Scoproy A P
contol. Then the ghosts struck anew, and the bir lurched fo one.

His heart was thudding, someone was yelling in is ear,his co-
plotwas heaving behind him.
Ths Is G Galaxyresponding.”
“Leader! Rtwas Planton D Doctrne. ‘Confim condior
“Operationa at this time. The old gif gave e a bitofa ight.

v
“Glad 10 have you back leader. A you dlear?
“Clear.

“Ths is D Doctine, beginning descent
‘Acknowledged, D Dociine. Waichfor the daemons atcen
huncred.
"Wil do, leader. Going down
“Okay, b Docrine. Batlr uck”
Bt D Doctine did not have better luck. The ghosts came for him

boosiing diear. P Pius came n on a diflerent ecior and made i o
ing

he pilofs voice as he.
roPhre o oo oo o goning mpatencein o sigas

the clouds below him went fom a white o a iy grey. hoping

sy ventspraling away'mm o crator-site. His voxvent
outbut the picer stayed ransmiting and Zizislaw, the other il
dimnororss T

beneath Theywere helpless as the Valkyre continued fo spiral out
Butten I

the fall slowed and stopped.
Soy leader,bifacloseshavere e offcersbackat
Dova heard T Terra
Qs asho: k\au\uhmumrﬁd The images for
\allyies p heon e bock and Gsplayed across b e
Vs o TTora o vy olte e oo s Bl i .
None of them had looked awayas ithappened, bu now the

neir inks o glanco outat h calmer gl aisice i own

Ui, Aetono otens appensd efecid.ravrshe
was staring athim, waiting to see what he woul

St Moo S oty o s selne o
Zdzsiaw.

‘Yes,sir Brooce configured a handset and passed it over.

‘Zdistaw her.

(it the colonel.
from th other offcers.

“Yes, colonel.”
‘s hat it hen? he asked curt. You said ive hundred metes.

betterideas?
There was a long pause at the other end of he line, and
Atuiasterfor o considered at he mightheoierdone

Dlpleuuus fthe use to him here and
bo anather possibil
et o o colaaad th sk and appred .

positon for ther next atempt.
Zaasiaw's plan was 1 descand ot ono ata e, utal four

Invegcapac nanh mmbe possible 1o overwheim i The.
dange, ough s der Fo bestefc e e Vel o
have o descend dose together,targeling he intererence.

brwichoriciivioeriviiterchdivii smke

ers, Poows v e all i it he el Ho
‘would vust Zdzslaw and his pilcts o keep themseles safe.
“Totest Ziastau's theory,ho and D Doctine doscended as a
o

coaped his bird down o thirteen hundred before aborting. D
Doctine, tide. O

back,
hundred metres and Aulaster willed the detals of the crater o

ow and have this damned mission finished already, But eght

spun before the pilot fnallymanaged to break away. Abulaster
but




Wyltoutfor real.

ofthe it heir engine-bum they would head out rather than in.
were at he closest quarters, et would be uteryrelianton

order.
el it Doconc
Ho kept hs eye glued on the spacing betwoen his fiers.In mid-
oo s cla e ey on conccos DOV, by

your Atwenty-
five hundred, right PP s

hecadsee s s angnes fng o et v
the e, T T ad ol e s, bt

emton i he i ostion o6, s 5l g oo A

i P o sl o s o

s his fyer was spun. He hithis thrusters and powered clear. Then
Tera started reporting the ghoss' atiack. The close call during
his prevous run had not dampened his enthusiasm.

mgong omake s tme e

“Hold formation as bestas.

T gong omake i Then o swore kentyat s bic oer the

buth, yforit

and ficked the engines around and regained conrl.
Grossing ight el o sad mmphantyoes the vx.

‘Zdzshaw could hear the Valkyie's distress in the background

mgesppess s Sl ot cosoarcugh
. T Tora shouiec and Zasaws pomiydms
vlod T ghost b Shuck b s T e
Tpeback T sy deancs onveen i wo s smhecin
o t

e T Tors gz etk sl spming i

e niyes passed dd Zussiaw hear e plts waming. D
o wel ad A s o sema s e

leaderFor D Doctine, howeves, 66 nsfoctwes wiong, The sreen

g
Foran instant ey saw the shadow of another Valkyeie racing
“Then the scroen went biack.
Inverted, T Terra had oolided with the other flyer, the two
D Docti

the ghosts came for
" Gocne,Aoing bortingt Atulastrheard o plotshout.
‘Commander Zdzisiaw, report’ Adulaster demanded ofthe.
lenkscrsen, butbers wes e
farin you, Acbulaster urged again, and this ime he was

1t o tnsmision was neupedy e
hoving. mmeammugn abreached cal
Repeals

“The voice,faint ver the rushing air, esponded. Tris is T Terral
#borting! oring?
G Galaxy, Broocs inferupted fimiy Teport your status.

artficial voioe resounded over them.

“Crossing e hundred.

For the frst e, ough the coud,they could see the delais of
the ground below. The image was shaken and blurred but s
there and Zdzslaw was stil going.

Foufiy

i commander st sl
ot was Tamsa s oo
Thoviow of 2 ot vas lor now ot e ffcors cusired
around dlosaly. The orks wero there. The crater was pockmarked
which made

Up e ageoring etiomant s ook
voe-ify”

ot Mtlasr 2z
i rsopons Comne et v, Bt
Rnenicogo Gy, Erocs s deatyio o ox

T e
“Respond,
Roosig. s mm.ea it s ror bolow keptcoming

closer. &: s

Kewod o e scroon as Zddstaw tisd o sieer o
forawoy

.S i she's ot e began. Theyta crssed s
Pl o, commandert Auaste nsiuced, and a e same

ime, theycould hear the co-plt startshouing athi to do he.

same.
‘One hundred, and now the offces around thetable stood back
fom e igh  werehenling owerds heground

wavering. ‘Come on,
Forg Arbulaster heard, and then the voxwent silent and the



‘screen went blank.
Thers wes shencaon e shootng dsck he oflcrs ssyed

cogitatorhad pieced ogether the imagery from the Valkyies' icters
o Sl pan. 6 bheywiched, begen g 5

haimages had capured
“Thr s, Ablasr restc Thro o ot T
it

g ot lors b

The oo cracded 5 o woxnetracheed. T i, tough.
itwas nothe mechanical, yet so human voice of

This s Fight Leutenant Plantn D Doctne. eaesing
permission o recover G Gal

Abulaster deared the roughness in his tioat ‘This s he
colonel. s G Galaxy within the interferencs radius ? he asked,

There was silence on e oxie fo  few seconds, then: Yes, i
is, colonel, butwe're willng-
o

etum 1o Dova at once. Chjecthe has been accompished.

“Colonal, Plant bogan again otoitecsiobin i

. utthe voxne aster interupled, and Plants.

words died in gl

Now, Arbulaster looked around at each of his oficers.

“Here we are then! he told them. Here is the face ofhe enemy

them and then we wil be done. Gentemen, you all ave work
ahead of you. Geto it and make it hay
s ofcers al concuro and Abrsaster walchs thon as ey

d, planing.
who excused himself shortyafr, That man was Comimissar
Roeve.



&
Chapter Eight
Junglo Trail,Tswaing, Voor pacificaton Stage 1
Doy 17

“Kay e Sianfope heard he shoutas the whine o e lascuter
shutof.
A omih column e beard shouted agin, 2 he

one side. KayVee!
o oo sontya st ot gatherig s flloono ide,as

e roqteipisiitiichbivicle ey

of the column's path,
Kay-Vee, Sianhope remembered. tmeant Bevire' Cadets for

and they ook such phvases wilh them on their regiments'joumeys

25 thecnemys sl ol on e, el monsters st
through fimsyveal

o Tacion. oty oo of cods who surived o o
Srinlock s olour.gard and portapsboccmo magises

st el speeeand s o et e

butthe best

raditonalto Brimlock as Saint Marguerie hersel.
Such development was not limited solelyto words. Tanna iself
s a Valhallan beverage brought o the storywent, o Brimiodk by

oo wamors. So 100 wer the fal.cuters. The fst ausla recuts

al onlylabourers. They had been unarmed, exoep for some local

his camp. Yet when thl regiment was ambushed by the enemyand
surrounded, far from safety e margoes had gone o thei rescue
Jlowi

sunived teir sacifce, but that commander took the blades and
Ater thal,

ol

e so the fellcuters were
o imporum aed ek solly o sty 5 Kl at

brough th

generation.
“The best the galaiyhad o ofer, and sometimes the worstas
i

his brow. Then he relaved and went back o watching|
e, % slouyavesiedneor b gt e pous G

Carson walked down the ine o his men. Theyall had the

goundshostasgurs sl soeropower pack, Fagreiaion
‘grenades, smoke grenados, bayonets, raion cans, ca
ot o acion. moss . o rghore s

their heaw gear,a ight company were most ofen deplojed in
temain where the Chimeras could not operale, so anyhing they.
sil,

make thom loss ffoctve 0n the raid ho was about 0 Ioad.
thad been ten days sinoe the Valkyee fightover the crter. Ton

Nauy 1

e The mages of herershoued wactyuhat e coone
had expected. The ork suniors had estabi'shed a fortfed position
o ok et wodd trskserdinghs
infaniryin unsupported, hey would have: there, and
i atinga pah Hrough he g,
The beard, Milbeny. had reckoned it wold take five or sxdays

|ater. the crater siill loomed in the distance, taunting them. Van Am



‘had been right.
the lascuters and plasma fire; it had been the ground. twas

the beards found the terrain a mess of rocky slopes, sudden’ m\le‘ﬁ'

outacross the surtace, e oldestones as tough s sione. The

allow the tanks and ks o pass. The advance continued, with

‘quarding the beards flom an ork aiack that had yet t emerge.
fhe had

positon,

Infanirypatrols constanty circed the head of he column, and
By

g i ahen el cnemyvas readyor .
o elieve the ecium, Carson asked for and was granted
penwssmn o lsadraics ir kthr Fom o o doepor o the

een i
standing dle. The prospectof scouting o e urknown, and
maybo biting tfom an ork or a jungle boast, bocame far moro.
90
ofi
upand, as 500n as word gotaround, e men flom other
companies started puting themselves foward as vell
Carsonaccple as many s he gt e companyctins
mightalow he knew he had an imposing reputation amongst
it wos sl sccond e lorar et rank woud only
ther

T st doyaferhe o command,Samnop 1 spt
“engaged. Carson had assumed that Sianhope was imvohed in

il
campaign proper began. But hen the morning came when the.
regiment was due fo march, and a message came thal Carson
should retain comman

peared before they e, his uniform stipped down

sotal,
priate. Carson had inquired abou i dress and Sanhope had

tobe opera

t
there, but heir enemy were orks, who foughtonly with blood-
curding charges, dealening foars and noisy guns. Aer ha,

out

thatwas nol e tuth ifher.
ias on the fourth day, when Wbuse tod Carson whathe had

ilsedvo b Surbopeladsuerd Heradghen Nt

1o command. He was an oficer who did not want o give nrdus o
have others lock o him for them. He was a soldir whohad n
ieroatn ig: et oe's oo 1 the G was ol and e
Brimlock mindsetdid not allow the el curailment of that ferm.

an offer oisted upon him. Then he had been sympathetic. Then

bl stayed C:
e dd ot b tugglewih antherBunder O keep L That
appreciaion had lasted three days before, as is the way i

Carson asked himsalf. Whywas he allowed to cal tqus, ©
Sumender is cuty,when all around him were expected t Uphold
theirs?

et vs ey Ho e hosen seconapitaan o
im todayand the men sat, packed and loaded. Van Am
ord el Somm e oo et s somig 2 el

then he should
ask her 0.go with him. And 0 he had. I ruh, the Voorjers had

the coloni iscralched. But her scouts, hunters mainly,
o sty e o s oo
i b workand 56 ook ey cpporuriy oo of o, fom

o
an Am wandorod over o him, her hunting il cariod n the.
crookof herarm

*Are we waitng or e major?

Carson saw Mbuse approaching and direcied Van Am lowards
[hobeuiietiiiriionitvpiieti

it thoword? Crson aked, nowng whal e arsver
would

s Sanhope sends s ompimens, i and ot you

with command ofhe company or the day:”

his shoulders.



ly.sir?'
Tell him.. Carson stated. his iiation calching his tongue.

say,Wbuse. Tell i the usual.”
Wi that, Carson called his men o their feet and Van Am and
hervoorjersled them info e jungle.

The command Salamander vehice it another of the beards’

his tongue.
“Have a care, Parker he admorished his adjufant at the wheel.
he drer roplied without thinking, is focus on the.

/s

head.
cursed, and then looked ove o his passenger.
“Rappears as f he transitcamp s wellon fs way,sir. Once:

s slauncing oo e main atack’
e glanced over n the direcion rooce was indicating

went down over the crater. He'd been acing vy oddly as well. Afer

and reired, Arbulaster had asked Bro0co o gather th senico

loking . Ao vaod i ey sajrgat s o
fear of burn

o Gy oo e defhered o boes bl of
recrds s cuaters. Theconal hadsprhe ne s
exenings dining n prate. poring over the dockets. On th fourth

lastcampaign. He then went out on inspeciion. Brooce went o

nd

Thero was none.
Two days afer that, Abulaster asked Brooce (0 convene a ield

betermy

e b commmant
oben e indngs f e vl wer s, roce wert
o
o Ters e ey s e ooy .
d

bumped along the ack towards the head ofho ral

thenten years with the 111Ns officar corps and sixyears as

ago. No, Brooce was nota man raised o worry. He was a man

raised 10 be concermed, however, and such behaviour from his
he had ever been.
‘Whatever twas, Zdzslaw's death was the spur. !t had iggered

¢ Ttwas hi

g otony o cparton s own e n et ﬂangwn

Reete grew suspicious. Brooce|

commissar owr the lasﬂewdaw o Rap woul acionie

more than suspicion i he decided s vas atito
and.Thehurrds e sollsupon Reeve's

bovioionoitiosiel ot iiich
i had o saysomating, bt hecoud ot st Come outwihi

Brimlock men, and their women as well perhiaps, simplycid not

im0 s, Anen g o faeeion o g,

Noone had

edoakio i abut s foinge
you had a moment o review the nolficaton fr the Navy.
7 oo kiod o opan i Ot Doy oss”
sk over and s onis second, s row
futowed in puzdem
Whats that?
‘Over he loss of Commander Zdslaw and his fight offcer?
‘On Aebulaster remembered. ‘No, not et
continued: | ried fo be circumspect with the worting.
e doritknow what we might ind when we reach the .
Homight il be aliv.”
‘Abulastor dismissod tho houghtout of hand. e crashod ten
e would

have done so bynow:
Nowfor he plunge. Yes, si. And e made it ear n the

0 scepedhe . Thrscortany ot o anybame
attached o the regiment or o your sic”

Tt st serencecauht Kbiasirs atinton W2 Why
should anyone blame m



Itwas not the reply Brooce had expected. ‘Tm saying there
cortainyshoukitbe anyisme stached o snd e
caion makes thal cear.

“itwasn'tmyaull major. Abulaster said withouta hintof doubt.
; Hooest
materfyou belleve in that daptrap o not. e believed, and s

confencevas shol.Thats what e i, and o oy
who's o blame

He. mugmslghlm mmng onthe side of the rack.

oftre o Sa\amandur

o vaiting b superising e men,
wmed i rogared o colonl At ca
ro prosening some o e ommendatons i,
comissar. There is one where your atendance would be much
ppreciated.

s equred At vas undelersd
ms an ugrw verydedicated. You know how they espedilly
(et fmirmipboivatia v
wuu\dh-hnnm-s e opiatonal as i presoriad aan. Wil
yustend

considered tfor a moment.
‘mﬁ 13 O P stachad o Wefor Srope's compeny”
Jjsidiesel

il ate

Saiohear i’ Abuasircoudarelss s o Reeves

"Tonighthen, comissar. A the new ransit camp He tapped the

ofthe column.
Carso' aol chaned ity trough o ngl Thegong s
elively o5y, Uniike o janglo aroas.

setiemrts, whch o b dlaad et but

iad grown o mi
e bt e e vas o0 Tl o
supremacyhad been vion long ago by he great rees whose

e oo whs sk et oo e oy
omer e ot posparea vere e parsio: o wecpe
s moss.s pat e i s o ohrs.Inhe P

Insucha

onlybythe crackle o the dead leaves underfoot
an Am held her huniing e ready in both hands. They were.
pushing further forwards fodaythan they ever had done before.

Kiometres rom the crater. When the rok had impacied. super-

directon. On her first expediion, she had discovered the ora
Sironiodbya Backened B harad vepeaton, T valois
pilots had reported that that plain was now green. Abulaster had

 though,

delaythe column even fu
gl was ek uilr b Van A had s koounit

egors 5 shahad Expically roneunoad Bt hesoong v
P

sense of oppression that her grandmother claimed the st
g

keeper

thather grandmother would be granting her all herland in Tswaing,
usacsof acres, e stemeninclodc. whenshe

Wheckedher The sudden sonso o ownershi, of

ity suck h
oised aumdeavlhslvossessed v pere goemment The
rights and deeds over whatlite there was were a source:

Pgiod e g A st ol

theyworked. The rank of andholder was treated wih dignityand
Teopa T e o a0y, Ao o domined

e
Gead

she had not eamt them wel enough.
jtnow she could sense the sickness ofher and. The alien

e pans diec, E.




halled. One of he Veorjerscouts approached (o eport o the
command secton, and she and Carson went o the frontof e

forvood s e res, an oy ho bonesof e
creature they had cooked and eaten in the ek

area. The men spilt and adhanced cauiously on aither side, Forjaz

forwards (o ime
"o lotenanhad e an inprssioncn . Tho e

Brimlock offcers she had encountered.

rndmoerhadpreded hds bourd.cn u\me snd a0 vheywece

petreydbinttioiichosturiviamicboi
theystayed

close to he paih, their ik back to Dova, back to warfare they
understood. They et securo there and, in tinking so, they.

were phantoms, able 1o move tough the terain with
ease, without making a sound,
on was the onlyone of them whohad shown he thought
ke

He walked rough e gl winroneof e oters” nstncie
fear. He knew patrol now saw before them, was

oy et L o s o s
e vas o mreuramiiarohom pan twas or o
Guardsmen.Carsonpproclod atVanAm a i o o
st the jungle was notagainst e, th junglo was
Carsanyentoloakat e rmais of e oo, van A
Al damn her o g

g%
i1 H

.
Joow whatis 57 He paled a he remans of he
carcass. Shelooked atitand scowed in disqust. The bodywias

squa bl s o e e, o 8o was ot

o apie
Cars: ' of he bones, broken in two o crain the
marow, Awaling arcer They ollow the oks, eating anyting that

moves. and then the orks cat them.

the

W follow them, butwe stay offhei path, he said and began

ki YA s 1 hy ot ey him e o
obligaton o is rank, rather beca
oA S ooy e oot castan

layahea,
had planned it al from the beginning
ol

She swung o barel o o gt e e and
“Perfectyfine;
“They moed out cautiouslyat ist, but quickened their pace as
ey progressed and did not encounier e enemy. Afer a fow
minutes they saw a mound of eavings on the tal; ey were
pungent warm and veryresh. Spurred on, Carson and Van An
ddenly,one of
pit

nth
Second it took Van Am fo realise what he was doing, the other

Carson tug at o side o her tousers to bring hor down as vell
Theylayere, uterysil,

Not

his hand and Blanks repled in kind. She waiched the sfent

i
them.

siyat east ofthe orkish herd animals. Their foatures, which had

Iive examples. Thay were bunched fogether, buing and biing at
each other n bad temper. Aozen gretchin armed with poles and
dat

Rpulled the

screeches, growis and snaps. The ork id notcare about being
et et nfden,

place.

howwrong itwas, but Carson gave o move towards an atiack.



Instead, at the line of grey
hrough'the rees and the cune of the slope of he crater beyond.
“Theywere nearlya the edge.

bt the

leg
The ork cracked the whip again and the gretchin went careering

e gelno an oood ot
“The green expanses the Valkyre piots had seen were not
‘grasslands but klometes and klometres of ichen and mould

wih he black and yellow fungi eating away at them. Hardened
but

were growing quicky o take the drying rees” piace. Ther thick
stalks were covered with their smaller cousins, stiking out ke
fins Obersgrw n usir, e sicyclour overs, e i
mors tiered e ground, heif appearance varying from

all the way o the rise of the crate in the distanc, and from that
craterthe loering orkish glyph caned from stone looked over ts
Tands it pri

For \an .t a monsios vsion alng bise n et

i




uf

Chapter Nine

from the head of the path o the new it of th transitcamp.

housed coserto the font So, as well as caning a path trough the
jungle, the overworked beards had aiso consiructed the ransit

the fort and the dead round surmounding it Every few days, all work

doun e ierladanc, bu s stoadyand s secre
spany marched info the camp tat the colonel had
afer his vife,

the glacis and ench dug around the camp. Tho skies were
‘growing black. The ever-present couds biocked th light of he

the darkening
o 3 e o th et st where ey were bl
Forjazand Booth came around wih the evening raions and the

restect during the dayand so teir ot had been drawn (o be the first

o syt eyt halfan b ook ke s a5

they could before they ook their posis tostand watch, 2 the ofher

Crmponias ook e oo com s T men
Aleast,

e ot iy coud ot AT ighes soes g0

) busi He had

areeay, i o e v
Crumpel? ho sl ferngito it

e mufi? Duckysd o e chersid of

Nouse tumed a

‘Onsomy, dﬂ/mﬂnnusﬂ e g . Boughwe were irg
nowpotrames

Moo ook s nose v mecic's anics and movedon o
Narbie. ‘Aayting for you?

bie, nicknamed such because of eldar gun-gems he'd

picked up for research purposes’ on Azzabar and managed to

busyre-igging his lasgun yetagain.
Do you have a micro-energy requiator?” he said withoutlooking
Up. W st overloading when you ice the pull o long:
o aboutasoons?”
e looked athim, exasperated, then glanced back at e
ook

Gardner.
"Vihat about you,corporal? Got few day ol loaves here that
mightbo good for Trouble.
Gardner looked them ower. Whero'd they come for
Vot sghad i i comt Ty antcota e

Gardner fowned for @ momen, but hen ook the sack and
headed of v o he cemor whers Frikwas ing, The ognn s

i Nbuse fiished
distance from the rest o them, feeling nether weicomed nor
exciuded. was ime to change that,he decided. He approached

/4 they come from? he s

Nouwell Bepse Mosog nronsais aos. Fonylkoow
You don'tremember anyiing,but ' ake you a5 he sortto
stickby the law.

Blanks regarded Mbuse carefully then picked outa piece of
cheese and ook bite from L' hink you'e right” he said, and
smiled. Mbuse chuckled al hat and, with that small gesture, there:
was an openi

116l you, Nouse began. ‘Sticking by the law doesn't say

ftlaws. None

thatmater. That's where you lear what you're willng o 6o and
whatyou aint

W

jragvimiciierirreo—

“You're nota conscr
htars o aling about? s s, Nonofus e
We're allvoluneers.

Tt fah; Duyadded. Bimlooisvrysitontrat. Tl
anyconsaipoul s ot st ncugh o
el it o houss conmuce T choe o sane

lines or catch your death working the outside of he dirgibles
Ducky perked up. ‘Aman oflered to sell me a dirgible once, butit



‘umed out o be a lot of hot air
arks nored im. Neyoe you s ifleentywhonyou g0
back’
“Gobback? Mouse excaimed. None of us are going back. One-

across the galasy, but they won'tora retum tp.”

partfrom . Duckyamended.

‘Apartfom them. Room for afow fo go backwith he colours. The
cinkers, you know, e ones with e medals, o found the next
leventh.

The offcers? Blanks said.
fowof ‘o, Nbuse said. The colonel, of course, and.
anywhere he goes hell ake Brooce with him. The Rooster's
Drum's too
barmy, Rosa wouldn' . The new one, Ledbete,e's 8 good b,

‘005 you need a few who actuallyknow e end of a lasgun. Redd
betopofhe st d wager.
ez Ducky sed Ho'sgotsomany ds i owitd

“Wel, he kil o wrong man, idr't he. They can'ttake him
Ducky? f

g ou b crance?
They ing o ofer o someone like me.
oot DA S ey O
“The halfsmirk that Ducky perpelually wore cropped away. ‘Go

thrice tees, g up!
cuts on ks, picking out arbiator buck-shot fom the arse-

rouble in a ratinfested flophouse? No, not again. Never again.”
Duckylooked around te cirde. Tm here. Ifs a new colony.

nd.
you save s going back 0. e, not going back o the grinder. fm
stayng.

he lead.So, you're going 0 settie down here and ind some prety

masler?
“Ithink Il leave devooring the ocal irs to the ieutenant; Ducky
languidlyreplied, his haf-smirk once more n s rightulplace:
“The airce cackied loudly with salacious glee and envy. For all
thatthe sriking young woman leading the Voorier scouts had

her
focus on teir lieutenant whlstout on expeciion had been obvious.
fothe company’ old hands.

Sho won't get anywhere snifing around him rble said,

have, Ho doesnitdo anyti
[On.bethe does Hes ustpicky et Mouso coutered.
v anoficeand ooed ke i, [ bo iy o
"0 werean ffer and ol ke i, Bianks sald, Yo d
epscurseas muchas you hed:

ofus.
The circe laughed again, but ther smies froze as Forjaz
pounded up o them. Lok eyt Look el he shouted. The
brasssm g Lol
toppedinstantlyas the men ditched theirraions.
and g oDl ot ropn 1 2k otpe ces i
butons. Foraz old Mbuse o un o and get hefietenant.

‘I muste forgot o inquire when | showed him inlo he pariour”
Forazbitback ‘And its not st e colonel, s the new black-coat.

IfForiazihought his men were moving fast before, then they
e,

inosplnes seokspaceto s g e s
appeard fom between th ten's. They were chati

oo cocn oot o e acarioy Fosereanind. o coonel
and Mejor Brooce wero chating amicably while the commissar
walked. unengaged. beside them.

cisp salue: ‘Sergeant Foraz, sir. Second Piaioon, K Company
‘Abulaster relumed the salute. ‘Bxcellert, ergeant. Stand your

watch?

. s
Tl notake up 100 much of your ime then. Now, he tumed to e

Fmic?
“The ogryn stood inine towering a metre above every ot man.

lowyeseds hand
lent” Adulaster said wihouta race ofsarcasm. lfhe.
covd e vk o ¥ gestredalGaer s
fiend wouldn't mind helping him al
Cariner o ki e ol g, sl uncortina 0
whatwas Going on. Troywore i pir, Atadasta afcie. o



og
made flom the detitus ofwar. Once they were stil, and the ognn

Whopassed o ashestof paper
e her, Abulosersomoces, .o for Qgnn

el oty o 50 ek 115 K Compir 306

Phatoon. To i, that on 05886041 Corporal Fm k caried outan

into a prepared position and subsequent did single-handedly

torstporsoal ikl actons ae oty of
conme

acterhanded e o paper 0 e 0930 ook kcartly
oo e s oh
"Tomotlocah hres a.goga man; Atuiaster sadashe
et e g on e chest.Commisel? Alowarc
Abulaster stepped away and becone

exen furher. e id not dare look Reeve siaightn e eye. No
i id
hope for was to be forgoten as quickyas possible. And so he

Jetoon.
0 anger, ten pale o teror.
jor Stanhope; Reeve declared as th offcer appeared at the
edge ofthe gathering. You are justin ime:”
Forszganced o o Sarhoge. o vas sending ot
hulFﬂ"umﬂ\d el he was on it again and was't abous

Reeve began,
o it i Ths cgo ot o than umah i oless
senantof the Emperor, is an example o tis regiment.Though

hero aro oqual o his dedicaton.”
Forjazid not hear the commissar's words, s only concern
was Garcher. He was deaihlywhite and looked ready o pass out.

draw the commissar's atletion
“Aod with that it in my heart’ Reeve contnued, | defiver o 0u
agit’ Reeve held his hand up. From behind the tent came two

. todand bound siugaing s ey cam coserhovsh,
Forosrealisod fwasrita an.was

“The two soldiers cumped the ok in mnmm. platoon. Thatvery
prisoner which has broughtus here 1

was bound head to oot yet it squimed and sithered

g e groun, g rsk o of e indings. e oo
broke from s ranks, those closest rereating,
apping around 50 35 1 hae the ork encircled. Foﬂazlook the

is. M, who was never without hs.
jemyiggedasiife, vmsedvlhshmlmenrkd .

o Roow arceredum and el bl Koo sppod
across th e, goeeing ek, ek s i .
e o o S, e s ot ox

AtReeve's insistentlook, Marble unstrapped the asrife and
handed toer o him. Roeve took tand held itout 1o e man nextto
him. Ducky picked it up. ot knowing what was happenr

“Private Drake, | understand that the Emperor hias nower granted
Youthe opportunity o id he galayof one o his foes. That wil
change w1 il s a1t s ber usandjin e
restolyourflows s cnocol

aver o sHquu Gvehwmmom Wedonot

wishiis R 000 acciderta

The restof he plaioon did as Iheywere ordered. Ducky, the
focus oftheir atenton, ooked

oo o it mang b Rt s romy
place. Fmk ook i, it should be his.. honour:

e ooy eonesis oo, e epi s
one

ko ot whole pltoon, e shoud w0,

Bul the scarred and wizened Reeve would not budge, You have
been chosen, priate. | insist s an order.

Duckylooked at the ork on the ground. tooked up at him, s

‘galaxyo end . But then, the decision that Ducky had made solong
2500t il had never b about o ey Jenos orhuman,

had umymn—n 2bouthow he could v with himselfin this
damned ur

"No. Duckydecide, 1 wor: Ho owered hasre,
“ou'e refusing adirectorder?

Y. Duckyssi n e pisoon el colecihe reah,

i onaceepale”Reeo puledi isl fom tiscostana
W sirghno Vi’ g el hvied i pina
collapsed, dutching

e rebmanely ook & p forvrds bt saw Rese' i
pointed athir. Hold your positon, sergeant o yourfe will be:
forei’

Reeve whired the pistol back fo pointat Mrbe. il the anima,



Wate Drake, or mynex shot will be to the head.!

BuDuckyves iy pointng e st sl Reee. Sovil
mine, you blackhearted parasite. Leave us

Roowe's i aap o wih Duky ious lre Foroz

looked on with a sombre expression. No one ese dared move. No
one wished 0 id the commissar, no one dared oppose him. No

tigger.

slowiy.

hen lvill have you and every other man of this platoon ended. And |

andonlywhen ey has srsched e troas raw wih e

myorders and this will all be over
ok s sk iy, R voukd coitoo Ho
had

justgiven him tat
nthatits

ancentace Ho sed the i o is shouler o educe the

et vt oo rehen

“Justdolt’ Nerble shouted.
Fora it second, Duckyslopped shking and sioodperecty

st Then he swept he if down fowards the ork. He shoved the:

S down 2 pllod o b ok o il 2 P

The lasrfefrec,
i face:a mass of burms and blood, his uniform burning fom the.

misiro.
“Whatin the Emperor's name is going on here? Carson
appeared, Mouse wrailing behind,
Reeve, fo the st ime surprised and unsure what o do,
refreated.

T

el Mdase comeni b Broce o tybaarieda Vel
fofyirem ek Do nkrtwerabeter 9o
fontyou?”

Brooce did notknow how 1o begin o rame a reply. Fortunalaly,
the colonel did not noed one.
"Did you se s face, Broos? Dic ou see 7
Who? The commissars
“Nothimi The other one. On, it does't mater” He acthated the
inra-vox. ‘We're all on board, Pant. Up, up and awayl
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Chapter Ten

(Carson waiched the medicas fyto paich Ducky’s face back
together again. He had been standing thero for wo hours already,

mishap with a as-cuter. Carson had not even known that e
colonel was here. He had been giing s report o Vjor Roussell

Ducky'o e medicae tent, none of e senior officers who had
caused the disruption couid be seen.
Red 0 get tem o their sentry posts. They

Atthe wryleast

pos
storyffom hir, then went nside. Stanhope was already there,
walching the surgeons |

“Sems like you weren' the oy onie Reeve was interested in

ed.
Stanhope said noting. He ust stood tere like a ghost,a
presence withoutsubstance.
o

abandage fo his las-bum. He was distraught over Ducky.
v i e D e S ot i e i

though

fromit.

done. The company found i waitng or them a el tent cluster.

veralof hem wore murderous exressions.
“Listen close al of you, he said quietly. There's noting about

Nomater o bl msancscame o o, e came
on oithaput b conpenyrstand imeelsoo
feard e menshiunasi Hoc

companyfollutard o o o o soppod
Gortnr et s plod o
" cvrsand you e sometting ol me, Gpora”
“No,sir, Gardner answered sifl, but Carson coud see the
murderous intentin his demeanour.
“Yes, you damn elldo. This Reeve character, whois he? How
doyounowti

o o me, copora Carson s, ou'e worseaitn
yourbig fend. Forjazsaw you. You recognised him. So you el me,
v he gl mycompanyn s s

Tatl o i Honety | o' But i soon i
before! Gamnav roplied it m
“When rged.

Al
o was o he recuon Boards? Carson sai,incedulos
Yoo

“The one that ordered your
oo e Teyanti v pre l\ames andhe didn't wear that
costolfls, bt Tt rget i
s oo, Carsoncoud il Thre

ercely. Now lsten, here'l most ikely be a bate tomorrow Maybe:
nuH stone.
Negontvatto, At of ofusion Alctf deah ko bl
Carson flt his meaning could not have been more cear. 'Now get
some slep.

A that, Carsontook his own achice and retired or the night His

the Cawnpore Execution Boards, They hadrtjust taken the

them tid, spreac-eagled, across the mouths of Basilsks. When
the artileryfred, so he had been told, there was nofing eftof the.
bl

heads, which would ol o the ground. At which point he barrels
would be lowered and the next muiners strapped on. He had

‘own kind... The image plagued his creams, frst soeing his men

ocarshotio ghe e orter b, twes Sen
“Lieutenant? Are you awake? Have you heard he
rson o an o open evias nido i nt

ruck coth,




gripped ight. His other hand already held the bayonet he kept by his.
side. He yanked the shape down and rolled on top of L

“Its mel Wait Wait he shape whispered i a panicas it el the
sharp pointof the bayonet a s tvoal

beneatr
oy, Carson mutered and took the ke away. He then
oot s o VP i i e

“Damnation, you could have kiled me, she mutered, fustered.
Garson roled off and made t sit up,butfound he could'.
Veater g hars?
“Youhaent hear
Corsondorsi by o siand.reused.Heardwhat?
“The atiack. I's going fobe lomorrow.
“Tomorrow? Wl we thought that mighthappen, didtwe:

the company commanders.”

“Then itwould hane gone to Sianhope, wouldn'tt? He started o
Jever hmselfu st using is s,

his efortbeside her. What's wror
Nmng, e s = g1 ot oo bside i,
is s shuidr.onhis am Hogai p e
wugga o ahoed imsori o ek o1
e o0 dong s ek g

female. He could notsee her n the darkness, bt he lnew she was
bove b ¥

He nodded and hen reaiised hat she could notsee him i he.
darkness. Tm afrad so:

‘She retrealed, sting back on her knees. ‘So. she said aflera
moments silence, is tjustme, o i itall those like me?

Carson knew what she was imphing.'No, I'm not that way

eiher.
“Then whatvayare you?
Imius. Hedared i roat. fmsimpynctinthe g
He could fll hat that answer had not satisfed her.

ik it would be better fyou-'
“Don'tsend me away; sh whispered softy. ‘Don't send m
‘away. There must be a dozen pairs mwewmsawmawmum
ere, and eyl be waiching us stll. I you send;
Qo Whatwilthey ko e f hey saw1 o ot merest
ewn alitio?
“lfyourrepuaion s your concem, 'm surprised you came here
atall?
Van A flashed from anxietyto amusement ‘Perhaps,
lsderant o e e das s o vl oy

b o mesment o bt eyl Uncoforat
silence inger.

How s o mar? Your modi?

“Bind; Carson answered curt

o ers. Ao vy vers, s ol

e dono something. He was one of mycompany. iould
have done somehi
“lfyou had ied 10 stop it Reeve would hae justhad you shot
#od I\ensholl)uﬂ(yas well
e spe. ommissars rsmanh e estous

k. nobin v dont et ot ovn
Dot oo shorapiod Pty i ganinoter
and h sty came hro o b foa ot men such 3 hm. To e

‘ounvay To e nes of i, ot of ind suppression. i they

Fomo ot oo g ot vs o0
She was lking of o commissar bl Carson ool s
ot alone sh resented. twas al of
oty oo, bl Gl coug Up. A e your
‘grandmother called forhelp.

tocany e consequences.”
Lt

‘wanted Van Am here, but he cid not want her o leave
Waro o i Ho resche utand ook ol of et o gengy You
shud ko e mae e it chobe

gorede ra i e cunand el moment

kit e b mo enugh sh decided
ol you ok ConHan e daton: e s g 10

lighten the mood.
she. \anqheda\ma\ qutybutkesly
‘Such a shame: He fether hand, cooler now han itwas before,

on i emplo and acing p o S Pt V1o beauti,
Laurence.

“Perhaps. In myday.



Yourmen,tre e ou They ghe el hes fryou Vb
onevornan campars when e s whole
oy iores o
He dd natreply and she Knew he would notbe drawn futher.
She sighed one last
Vi trealy be sobad? Justtwo s rossing in the dark

Il gobacklomyme and o il go bk o your .
Carson shook his head.
“Noj he replied, we von't be leaving.
No?

“You eallydo not understand who we're ihting, o you. The
orks, theyare not ke any other foe you can imagine. You cannot

‘one of them that s, bum their bodies, and i a few years this
place will be leeming again. Voor has not been atiacked, s been

b lok goiocn, scncimes onarogmert sometmes o,

fomomow or not, we're here for good.
oo,V A sad ety mustgo. I hope our man

paused amoment. 'l you had been there, fyou could,
would you really have stopped Reeve? Even it meant.
rsond s

Am tumed b leave, butsiopped suddenly as she sawa

Carson's and woke th oficersleeping within. Carson heard a

Pightair. ‘Atack! The orks are atiacking!
He

swore and cursed. Notnow. Notnow!
‘Van Amstepped to help him, bu then siopped short. 1 get R,
m

it i howi o0 WymeneedmetHelp e !

tolook at The camp behind him was shuttered, he extemal

alowight, and the hopeful ightfom the moon and stars was.

it

make outthe detal beyond e wells. There was the dich the

lasered down 50 a5 o create a dead ground around the for.
ose were the ghosts of he rees which had been
allowed to staystanding, the barest nes of thei unks and

as they cropttowards the wooden wealls. They appeared o be
having no trouble navigatingin the blackness.
Donnett had foughtorks before, he knew e to be ougher,

ntered.

spined, homed, bestial mercenaries in their employ. And et hey

ik gl
itin defence or atiack. How had they dor
et b pocas Do ol st some cf e

ame logs the orks now carriod had boen flled by the boards.
buthe doubted

before, he had been one of the 74th, one of ngerol's ronsides.
e boen theywho had speathoadethe assike aganstthe
Waaagh,

sun Fowcltre 74 hadsuned.Thoso e belieed ey ad
o pessd o had atleastben spared
fogrspotier o s i

along. The first of the orks were closer now, approaching the glac.
hougn,

bt
‘were young,itle more than new-spawns. For all he fighing

pay
ironythere as wel, Dennett mused.
el

The woley of - flashed along te lengh ofthe fortwalls,




their flesh. They yelled in pain and surprise; some bodies dropped,

the front. He had gone for the face, hoping for  kil-shot,but the ork

the side of s temple nsiead. Denne saw the shot it saw he
s head fickioone sideas e shotscrched o s roar

the il
His 3m down and vent o e

e ot T oer o it socond o h ffcora
fowt meres away.

ired again, This tme the ork,who had started 0 charge, stumbled.

as well. The ram lurched and swung outof control. Beter, Dennett
iudged

wave of enermies about 1 break against hem. The orks, binded,

thei siege tools, 5o gripped were they by he instnctto rush
forwards. They charged up the glacis lowards the wall, waning their

wall
forwards bythose baind,iikingher ki as hey e fr

e pom o iy id o op rough e ik

ks of he base of e wal
et e down

These ork whelps may have sprung fom the ground bom for

tweniyyears. The whelps had thought o ty o ake the 11
unawares. But Dennett and the ofher senios had soen them

Al e whil
the misgided orks slowy creptforwards, st believing that the
wes i he

ofthe aexd gelackc poxthe flerencebebusen st and
experience, between savageryand soldiery.

tosseditdawn ino t rench.

Carson heart the distinctie crack of the frag grenades as he

ey stagger
s alreadyformed p. Sanding orders for such night laps &

the atack.
el ho mustlookdclous reportg ordy
dressed, his am slung over a woman. None of his men said

g and, 1o i G, 1ot ot Bk g et Red
instanty came over and helped lowe him o he ground. There were
o
Stanhops had tmed o, locking amost asrcculous, il dressed
but

thatnight, Carson would not hawe et im anway. Darmn him,
Carson thought hed rde to batte srapped onto Frm'k's back

his bodyresponded before Mejor Roussell found a use for im.



&
Chapter Eleven
FortBiza, Tewaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day.
1

ork atack was in chaos. The rench hidden beween the
o 35 ol e M now o ese o

found themsehes trapped there,haning ditched their rams and
! fre.

and

roopers’ guns.

posts. Then the autocannons in the dosest comer ower openod up.

deadand e g spartvitout dctminaton,
ments then there was relate peace. There was no

Scuig pets, eitver mouming o eating their masters.
i e B ne comg w011

into thei ranks. Dennttheard a horse whinnyas an alarmed
rooperpulied 1o tightyon s reins, and then the rumble of

‘One ofthem suggs
loep. Another tha the oks had seen how helr firstwave had been
s\augmered andadren redof o gt
he dead ground, a single hom
s Erstone, o snohr o dossm.Alghe s e e
amongst he rees. It pilinio two, then four, then dozens, hen

s neighbour, il the arcof e stretched across the width of e
jungle horizon,
Dennett heard the thudding steps of another company of

Jongside t

il of the

and that was exactly what Dennetintended 1o do.

he

proéed around mside e entat e conte. ot
Looks ik at o2 a ousand, Captan Gomeryepied again
How maymors mightthors b Roussel s again
ow, Gomeryreplied again
Rnuuaﬂ oo ooy e comersaton was going i

i thy atacking ut e westwal? he asked.

‘Sofar.

“4re they going o atack the oher walls?”

“We doritknow Gomeryreplied again.

not?’

“Wel, we can't ses o the jungle and the okis sl fouing up
the ausperes.”

Well what use s that? Roussell exploded

Captain Gomery bridled a bit. He wasn'tsome lagging corporal

d

Roussell. Gomery secrety suspected thatf thadn'tbeen for
Abulaster' disapproval of Miser Emmet, then he would hate
been promoled above Roussell a long time ago, He certainly

down ke o aing ing o decide on s e
7@ yet? Roussellcast about
ot on’ Gomay s
n goand find out!
‘Gomerystared, piqued, at Roussell or a momen, hen picked
Up Mster Emme; tucked him under hs arm and stode ouside.

Roussell waiched Gomery departwit nota e refef. The man

‘on Ordan and the sunéors had been foded inlo the 111, He'd

i lastyear at schola ether, a5 though prancing up and down a
fleld and kicking a ball had anything o do with an offcer's

daubs or s eyes, nose and mouth
ousssladnoidea uho horoa ister Emmatuas, o ovenit
‘one, bt he praised the Emperor fo him because
arwes oo b ool neded 0500 0 ensur pat Copin
‘never going 1o be promoted agair



Roussell knew that, as the senior officer, he was in charge, but

p:
the fortwith him was the artlery commander, jor Ross, and you

something fie Klometres away. Thatwasn't proper oficering. The

tanks. The orks weren't supposed tobe attacking them atnight

during the caywhen they dispersed along the railand itvas.

line?

Brooce hadtin for hi; he had boen thing to oust i fom his
seniortyforten years now, ever since the 37 15t had been e frst o
'90in on Nespots and the suniors were foided into e 111h.In fact.
Roussell wouldn'thave put t past Brooce o have sethim up.

as toblacken his eye. Roussell had sened the enire cusade, he
had won over a dozen victores in th frst en vears, he had a chest-
fullof lirk,

ther

Butitwoud all

last
But i bt was going wel, 00 well. The orks' st attack had

onthe westwall Tywhitts company, as the cosest compr
encamped, had automatically moved up o the wal (0 add thir
firepower. The remainder of he ine companies were efther on the

readyresen in the cenlre of he camp. Rosals mortars were

.. despils th fct o had ot ssued a sinlo oy
twas a nighimare! I theywon the batte wihou im issuing a
ingorao on b wouls ook ool o5 heughe ad

they shouid be doing and exerything was going splencidly, any.

theyshouldtbe doing and he would look ike anidiol. Worse, It

an order o rder evenone to do exactly what ey were already

ro0ps were already doing. And if he issued an order fo order

s trapped. Uterlyrapped.

oo camo o o enocking o ordors, s ot
and uniform boh stained br

"eunan Garson sende s apclogies, i, and requosts
orders for his company.

butthen none of them were. He was heaw-setwith a poweril
frame, his skin motlled and scarred, though his sare was as wide-

the wrong place.
vmﬁrs e, foope?

ooyt Whers'sh socond taran” Rovssol

sressadtne sscona’ oo manypsopl, ofcarsard men ke,

see forget Carson' proper rank. Carson, Roussell

was anofher one who would have ousted him from fis senfortyif

e could. Then he could have boih the light companies o himself
geling

under hat

Vs ndsposed

cooumean hesmmwmutm\luv Roussel mocked
rson's success with her because he'd had none himsel. Tell

o ooy el Sanpes oyl mcnt They

shall not engage unil and unless they receive orders fo do s

leave.
ifattacked, he should sl notengage?
Roussell ied o poer down at the pre; however, he found it

man?
“No,sir. Merelynying to understand your oders fully SirBlanks.
replied

Ofcourse he should engage! Roussell snapped back. Carson

s they got hacked apartand then blame it on his orders! 'He
Should do exacilyas he should do at llfmes unii ordered
othervise.

‘i thatan
Nesideriny o Feuseal med
ks lot Roussellwould have called him up

mery walking back in,stl caming Misier Emm
e i i Do T kg e e eyl
patch ttrough here.”
Broslent Roussel staredsaking sgin mpaienty. Soan
Someone else would be giing the orders and twould be their

him
“Whatis it he demanded.



Orders for ny
s, fcurse! Russalconsicered o amomentas e

“Howmanyof hem are there?

Thousands of them. That's how many there seemed o be o

power cycled back and then pulled the tigger again. His shouider

“Tho las-shots poured from the op ofthe wall ko bols from the
heaens, but their ofoctwas farless impressie. The ork was

g

oMthe iy, bokorshe s shotmads b,

ezt muned e vl acuers
addng e ot ey Sh om0
ok he orde back Tho s had Swarmed across 1o

the ramparts butth
tsalled high,
either side.

“The torches smacked home ano Brmlock helmes, and
bel

fomesep cropong thlrguns ard batirga hemsahs. The
men eitherside. ing as el o aid hem or fo
et e et lane’ e g, The o fre

makeshitladders again.
foars shouted at their men to keep shooling; e

and hauling them back o thelr poss, Kicking he torches of e
back ofhe wal' for the next company coming up n resene to
douse, The alocannons in the high towers continued to spray their
fire, Unable 1o miss the mass ofork warriors beneath them, butit

Up again, the adders were thumping onto the ramparts.

i gunaganard e ekamed o oo s
jless atacked. Blanks replied.
Carson tumed o he assembled company. His eyes ficked
brieyo Sanhope, bt o malorvas iy starng owr 000

saywas lostin the explosion.

“Fixbayonets! Captain Wymondham had shouted a few mines.
beforeas he fired his pistol nto the face ofa limbing ork.

the base of e tree-runk lacders where the orks had bunched

andotenoughouns,

i dropped their weapons and used the logs s though
troyuererampe harging p omall s e pes. Thotoopers
ontrated their fre on those a the fron, the orks' bodies

a -2

o metes more before the red shol lashed out
agam ana the one behind it got one mete further.
ote ought et i e, ey verswlng o

sgsoshem amacing e
et il i oo e i byonet.H ducked

d

the bael and slotied the bayonet home. Athck green hand

ofhis helmet

the ork held on iht, Gragging itsefover he rampart.
Gun and bayone ost, Dennett el down the earth slope behind
the frestep and the ork rolled with him, both of them punching,

15 barks and grunis filed his ears, ts pungent fungoid

el it noon
ey it he ground tangled fogeiher, he ork pressing down
 ther

sudden rolease as his chinstrap broke and the ork ripped the

down on Dennetts head and break hs skull apart Demet

with, buthe was 100 slow and the ork hammered down with a cryof
victory.



Dennett clenched his eyes shutas the ork's crytumed it one
f outrage as it found iself plucked from the ground and ifled
efrtesshyinohe o
ook ere s Hin s aroer monse i
e S e o et oven of ok e oceof i g
ool The Sentnel e e stugaing orkalfin i i

rhutybmtin g oo Demmetshildedimsef
‘he ain of deanlycut segments of
e Gt et S dr—

nd
butthe

atkhedon and rapped i hends ve e mar's heedand
rtinel overbalanced and fell forwards, smacking
Gout o e e g Lror b

the fort The cimbing orks dung on as thir laddors wero launched
forwards,

scraper.
Dennett scrabbled back up e slope. Everywihere men were
cheering, and he found himselfcheering as well. The orks

bythe merciless Brimiocks. Dennettfound his gun,the unused

amongsthis jubilantfellows.

s name as ity carpeled with ork corpses, and the furious ork.

however, and ooked
justin ime o sce th gant comet of e buming owards him

buthe
did hear the explosion thal cracked the westem wall and
reverberated froughout he camp. And when he heard , he

Final

plan.

‘Abulaster's angry,fustered voice erupled onthe voxin frontof
him

"What the throne is going on up there’

Roussel replied crisply. We're nierassat lons Sl

Jour orders.
Roussell breathed a quiet sigh ofrelie. Back at Dova, the

‘whatactons were best. The batte was finalyoutofhis hands.
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Chapter Twelve

(Carson amived t find the westem wallstll buming. The bodies of

“Their latoon-maes wero tumbling down ither side of them in

s,
explosion again fom beyond the walls and Wymondham was

. Tesunhors araud i ol doun e sape o
extinguish themselves and en ke,
T vl haheld o or, Carson i AR—
5 10 oo et e
‘Stop red, poining a the fleeing men. ‘Booth,
memgnm;mmumum Forjaz, you'e with me:”
on led Forjazand second platoon up the slope, s tice-

the wall. Carson crew s pistol and snapfired as he ran. The

it

the same fate as the s,
Second platoon crashed o the top ofthe walland threw the

ocking Of e rmparts vt smack s hand.Then e
Ceodany oppen dommta s s s oo

and scrambled for cover.
Urther along the wall, Tywhitt's men were holding their footing

deadground. s assathed been o lghtand e cclysaw
oniyof those orks who had st
iouswas ot b ot e o T et
e roper s hldingfsposion beyond h ange f e
foodights. They were waiting for  breach.
o i their foquest, he megasbombard e agn. Carson

the wal, incinerating in an nstant haf a squad from one of
Tyrwhitts platoons and the dozen orks cimbing up athem.

‘Wih that bombard, it would bo deadly 0 stay where they woro.
atacked, his men could do nothing butsit here. Beter o send

enough o geluplo he rampars
Wessage ncoming fom WelorRoussel Pest s voxofice,

stard. Carson took the proffered handset and heidit o is ear.

Vhe\nlneuﬂwﬁwr?uusss\ ‘rackied back athim.
Al companies — Delend the Noretrat.

tho vall —
Direct fom the colonel? Carson swore under his breath. The.
colonel was nary fortyklometes away, whyin th blazbs was

the wal ke ducks on a shooting range?
“Thats it

fewpaces away. Carson looked back.twas Blanks, and he was

and reacing to move out. He wasn't going o ask pemnission.

Noubeaing well sayin e ooper, ol aveyour guts on
the end of my poter, Forjaze

rissppect suddemymm\neﬂ though onlyforaninstant

Yes.

Vi o sy Grson pushod is wayvorlo i,

T somy evenant, Banks comeced imsal oy eantio
saytha  volunteer.

Carson grabbed his am. You think you can do 7

Blanks looked up at him. Yes. | do”

chatask, d e,

acuallybelieved he could
o you need?
‘usta prmissonsip ltsnan ncasoanoffors7s me
the rooper scuried across. Gie.

[Porpestrissindions
S s damed o know dorthaep any-

“Don'tbul me, rson oid him and Mouse reluctanty
reached nside his
“Foraz! Carson continued, You go with him,. Watch his back.

Forjazias speechiess for a moment. Surely he tough, the

howeer, the hard-biten sergeant muttsred e, sir with ashaky
i be quicker on myoun, liewtenant; Blanks said, taking the



Plas-sheet that Mouse produced.
“1m ot sending a man ot here o his onn. Thats nothow we.
dothings. Carson replied.And | doritknow you, he mentally added
06 ind maybe youre nol, buteither way.
fm notleting you run vild
Carson waiched the two men hasten towards the gate in the
thern wall

keep his head.
Blanks vith him.

“incoming!

Even though they wero already crouched behin the ramparts,

“This ime, howener, the explosion was folowed by he sound they

“Breach! Breach!

butBlanks did
o, He knew what his mission was. There were nearlya thousand

their oficers kept their heads. Given time, howerer, that mega-

him.

The breach wasn'tfaal.The shot fom the mega-bombard had
siruck he glacis and deflected up,stiking tho wall thero, a quarter
ofth bt

i
e

' barrir
twasn'tmuch, butfor the ork warriors who had been forced to

was encouragement en
R R Carson forr

o
“Ready, sah! the colour-sergeant acknowledged. Right you
shockers, afer me
Rod o longer commanded only st platoon. Ho had bawied,

Now, at thei head,

head o

gep.
Gardner opened fire out over the diead ground again. Carson
he ightof te
floods casting heir green skins grey. This was it Gardner's
‘weapon and the oter auiocannons fiing along the weall barely

then twould be with onlylasgun and bayonet.

Nejor Roussel heard the news ofthe breach. Established

line; howerer,

s wers ek b voo ol et
in the pursuitofvicory, butorders were involable. And 5o Mejor

exasperated Arbulaster and wailed for orders.

‘Grenades! Carson commanded. The orks were racing for the.
breach now. Foral their bk they had a surprising urn of speed.

emenrot sty or i e e chr, T b,
erting warrior instint kop iheir charge intact ar
gongobeatRed's soaioncompany ot e Thsymw

launched themselves at Tywhit's defenders.
“The orks, howeter, would notbeat the Sentinels. The beards at
3

e Carsom's e and h Seinls wold ol 0 ol
thei atack for a few minues untl the companies stllheld
Teser v o s okl e . Ty et

.on heard another squaking on the \ox,butdid notcare to
oo ol gy e o e Sk et inre

vallers around an matced bk o g,
could notbelieve his eyes. He looked in askance a s,

ery comer the resene companies had halied as well. Then,
lowingchons f e ST, ey oo e reteet
Wha thatidiot done?

breached wallcan be saved, Colonel Arbulaster repeated ovr the

b
comprie il ngaged on e sl colanel? G
Justconto Roosoal
e scondny oo e areacysstabished”
Abulaster's voice seared wit



No, colonel,” Roussell reported conscleniously.
“Thentheyl have to buy ou the dam time then, won't hey.

“Hoid osilon, i e voxtooper repid. His ice had ot

oot e oo pd sl
Carson sl Do undertyinis ears, Roussell vas

him,ifhe didn't die here irst

stealt.
“They had dashed down the rack, almostas though theywere

— kmegaombar

ey went, Bianks could see the glowing outines of the rees

[ bichusiperiemmin il bordpodng ool
a

solid wood o steady s sep.
Behind him, he heard Forjazbreathing hard at he esertion, but

do'siuch tings, it justdd.

tank o reum the citcallywounded man o the medicae.
He saw the autine of e ork on the ather sde of the ree trunk

limb:

thenfou
Ho pulled tfee, roled
i foetand flng thard i font of him. The othr ork mado a

it neck
oughs caughtup
"Youre a vlentbastard, areryou; Foaz said fiom iop the
eninrk regainingtis breah
1011097 Blanks asked.
‘No‘ Forzbiback s heaing chestsaid oerwise
¥ stepped warily over o the gurging encs, watcing s
butits

foits am 0 pull e weapon fee fom is ieck, butts am o longer

ambush hero he had been n tho thirdline, the orks had boen
shapes ihrough the reos and then scorched corpses on the
nd

them die.
He fod down on the am [0'$0p it moving, wisted the bayonet
Itslumped,

des, o heunderrouy

Rearguard, do you think?” Blanks asked.
S Foraestomie v pushec himselof s
breathing sl heavy. They'e new-spanns. Whelps. They viere

“Orks sneak? | thought hey only went straightfor ou.
Forjazstared a the ioopor. ‘Of course they sneak! You never

“Perfoct Forjaz
st e, woods s e megarbombard red
again.

atackers and Tywhit's defsnders up into te air. A the shower of
blood,

an amightyhammer and smashed their way through.

their gods, wielding clubs
and picks and aves made from sharpened spars and rocks. They

their dead and nfo the ort.
“Firstrank, fre!
e ors athe front were sliced 1 pieces by the criss-crossing
las lines.
‘Second rank, fre! Itwas Red. As soon as he had realised tat

‘Wymoncham's company up witin the camp self. Now he
Clingoutthe rnks 26 iy o cousapining he s

against he cydle tme of he lasguns to work them at heir tmost
effect but

orks were not human.
“Gardner! he shouted o the corporal sl lazing awiay on the
aulocannon that Fm'k had braced against his shoulder. ‘Redeploy!




ofthe head.
Trouble, we move Quick marchl' The 0gry runed and then
heaed both the autocannon and Gardner bodilyinto the air. When

i
aninstant.
The platoon poured teirire down onto the endless ranks of

threat the toughest of e frstwave, screaming and scarred,

of the troopers’ bayonets

ha

pi
1o rocper. Rads conpeny ost vl g mmne ot e
crumble o bl G combathey'

T Wil s ihgng Ol Conmpie gh o

fohophim bufane i tooprs boceds sk
the way! he snaried, bu he fooper was lready

heavy, curvd biade as he went.twas Stanhope. Ho was nat
seling;he vas dlawymlsﬂl s enorgy ntrly ocused.Ho

oo o v sargeaniy o i .o e
Stanhope whirled the fell-cuter in is grp and brought it down.

‘wielded them, was well-desened. Thoughitooked Iie a sword, s
use bore e elaton to he swil slender blades that Bimiock

heir opponents; the fel-cutier’s sole purpose was o cu, and thatt
achieved with great
ihope’s st blow chopped siraight rough the am holding

&

tfel back pe
beind the i
wo.

‘S

idnatnados, heonlylepton fhung
in haltingly again as the foremost orks
Ot fiobommi ot b rdiotbitoind
mizcouslyuiouched bytis oun i It Corson s
' brillant madness could not st
i had stepped back, bt that was noting against the

g
megs bomrd ed ags s Souba e
o Twhits ety weapon Sous g e,

"SI Garoner callod 6 hoconired . Need more amm

launched themselves upon them, but he had no other hope.

essage fom Valkyie fight sir, the ade reported to
Roussal Toeyrelncoming requesting orglieg o

Targeing? Rouseol desiarad. Thetos an o hord ousido
ourwalls and theywant us (o tall hem where theyare? Tel them fo
ook outtheir damn windows.

“Thoyre coming in rather fast,sir. Ifthey have f fy-past st o
reco teniul el

s yes eyl Roussal it s tooh i anncgrnce ot

dutes. G them the coordinates of he breach. The oks will e
fken Lbynow, eyl b massed ere. Thycan e e
Yes

mouth. One of hem slipped an fel inside, leaving the others to

Formidab
nearly iftyork wartiors 004 closo at hand. These wer not o
i

fulymatured. Even hunched oer they were as tal as men, the
head

mega-bombard was infictng.
“That's him, thats the warboss Forjazmutered, ling beside
Blrie | dort ko whatyou e, B Tyou ik yada gong

ogius Ml shootiou mso:
1" Blanks roplied. In tuth, he i notknow what his
i, oo 1o plan v i oot

hrea,

distance,
atthe time, butnow he was here he found himselfreaching for
Bulthenhe

heard the sound of he wind, and that was when he stopped
thinking and started leting his instincts rule his actions.



Who'eyou g o calf? e aske mocingy.a he handed it

Al wes1tgoing ol ey, ntee,he ke cpen
anecl e panels and wen
hook his head. Kd-nlmsm Theyre never going o
sk rober ot
Blanks sealed the panel, then took of s helmet and secured
the hand-woxinto the lning nside. He siood up and hurled his

"Vihat the- Forjazbegan. Uniess o' been siashing aomics.
s retgong oo~

el h branhos and opped oo e rod. Wi

‘guntograbit The biggest of tem smacked aside te oiher two,
scooped tup and proudly planted the helmet on is head. As it

itexplodedin fre
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Chapter Thirteen

Fort Biza, Tswaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day.
3

the Valkyres had screeched down from above the black clouds.
They annihilated the mega-bombard and everyhing around itin

g noths e
Suddon atack fom the air, couplod with e stubbom
detones oy o s componios bt r siyod o o whienad

across the dead ground, o the cover of the ees. Gardner had

posts. It was onlyafler Nejor Roussellwas finallyconvinced that the

There was 0 be no pursuitniothe dark. unfamilar jungle, of

satoutthe batle waiing on the second line, atleast had the
decencyto look embarassed as ey passed the bioodiod
defonders of e western wall.

rson's companywas stood down and the men retumed to
haitantsfor e second no thatigh, ut i mo fow coud

i hamechon tom e ol o, o ot
Booth drank the spirs from which he otherwise abstained, Prosser

died. Garcner stipped and cleaned his gun and planned how ol
Commissar Reete,

Ho had Kiled an offcer befors, Captain Blunder, though n that
nstanc ithad been an accident Al i had been was a simple
stz e g1 st s gt G

0 have boen under
o e ok e g o g0 0

o
picked offhimself

ene fouroun s th enemy He coud magine bl might
eslybe dons o anoherf i i uhen ghing

Tronsters 08 e Gusas had excouered e rponced
Greatyon b supportol ko bosde o e o creel

and deat
Bokeling  commissar i such a manner was harder Those

as Reee had. He would stay dose o the colonel and Gardner

himsel.

heresy, for they were the representatves of he Emperor’s il
Should a Commissariatinterrogator pluck that thought from
Gardner's mind theywould execute him for hatalone. Such
draconian measures were designed o inst eror, o ensure that a

mightquestion him. Gardner, howener, found it berating. f he

punishment for the thoughtof the sin s no grealer than the

punishment or the sin tself hen there was nothing 1 bo lstin s
i

face the evening before. Al halremained was the acton.

imple wo
{opim nd e, v ioglela et bor o bo o

fer Caunpors, He'dareadyched s sl L.
ki deto s ity

ke it 2 soom o8 s o Bt ot st
st i e e s bghha ware doferinga

e 3ppod he aocannon backino i covr and siopped
o o Smbonog ook of Pk e s ot 1

sinco theyhad both joined the 1 1thafle Charasia, and theyhad

forth Hewoukdnoturcersiand. I many e ogs vere
ors. bt ohrs ey wer hicrn, Theysensrsed

had happened. He though t some homible mistake. He would not

vy,
Gardner stepped out of the tent the pistol a reassuing weight
Gardner Mo

had landed inside the camp. It had o be the colonel, come o



s ers,hen Reei wad e e
elkad oo camp kg s e, Huring vould

cenire. There were two senies al he entrance and so Gardner
held back
talking. He could wait. His stood and watched fora fow minuies
thenhecasualyeached uneris chstamour hough o
cratch and stroked the hift of the pistol

“What are you doing here? a oice said behind him.

(Garaner fethis breath caich. He tumed quicklyto soe Carson
standing there. Carson saw the moment’s guiltin Gardner's face

and then regarded the corporal once more.
He's olier Carson said st Reee's sl wih e

hats T——
roon gabbed i by o cllar dragged i o o o cfa
[l oped ol Mg
“l1oid you o wait

anysecond? Wo nearlydiod tonighit. You, me, al ofus. I e and
helies. .. He let his bitemess hang in the cool nightar.
Carson had had enough. i, Nerble and Ducky, then Van Am,

“You sony selfih, son ofa it he whispered fuiously. You

e putup gaista vl
Gardner was no willng iolet, buthe was st aken aback.

Car r spoken fo him,or fo any oher manin e

company insada manner

S

“Shutyour mouth! Listen to me. Theyknow about your broher. |

haytseing o com o you, rughyou eyl g
Theywon't"
TooylSoutente e ou ed e rouheroear

i mam m g0 ol er?

ool
)

beside, You and | 3
‘Gardner nodded and cid not resist as Carson led him outand

ok
the real fig

“Ihave i rouble hearing your answers il  have rouble

ousaytist poped u ool trgetng suspex”
o3 mefrFight s Pant o vss ot
scomionedia hang gssed 20 e gl The

it
s the fightieutenant spoke, Roussel nofced Carson sipin

onlythe company commanders 1 ensure that Carson did not
fend, il

was having rouble enough with tis debriefing as itwas.
tshould have been straightorward enough. Roussell

e hed it prodent o el thefma dabrisig o s
suborinates as so0n s possible, o ensure that they er
Svare 1 e vcord e ren e s o B

‘awayaftor e success of his plan to conlest and defond the breach,

coordinates. Roussell would not have cared, but fthe pilot was

ot havoan answer e dlookan ot
alvays encouraged my sub-commanders (o exercise

iates Mbjor Rosa?
e wdsyam”uyuﬁuevmﬁmms domm it a start. Your

bsenars woukd hao boen npace 0 ag” - Roussel's ono

e G e N o s wer oo o oy

 Rosaeadusai spociades Vs, wel,praps,Bu st

‘onthe ground outside the walls and the, er,sofer targets there.
“You misunderstand, major, the fight ieutenant inlerrupled, not

e targel”
“Thatwas us,’ Carson amounced. Two of mymen, Sergeant




location
‘Alook of conosm crossed the fight ieutenans face. Did they
sunive the atack?’

alve and uninjured.
reto be commended. They were ustin e, we were only

justable o divertfom ournital-' the fight ieuteniant began,

relieved, but Roussell nterupted, dearing his troat louly. He

e

ugt

tofnallycall him out and kil him as he'd done so many ohers.
“Ithats al accounted for then? Letthe record show e

Nejor Stanhope's command: There, Roussell hough, the mater
was closed and he was sale.

Same ofurime? Cason caugnt Sapope s Rousse
dismissed the assemblage.

emops sostsdweny wmmwmu o Mot
oo in my iing, Stanhope began as they wen. o,

bombard and who led the company at
onerodie oaselmalo: Cavon epiadofhnd. Tho

T
“Dojoureallythink that  are whal th record says about me?
regarded him. 'No, | do not”
Treywelhod way s and Sanhops began again. Ths man

is one thing, butsefingi 1o ransmit a Navy targeting sign s quite
another.

thought
moment He was actualyrying o be frendly. Collegate. Cbviously

together, hat the two ofthem might acuallyconfer and share

s rguounl by yee n et
that,even; Carson sald, keeping his tone even, fyou
hsd hesrd Fofazs oo
e hard e ouh o cenuren o eenantsvors.
Hoadnekseonbers e Forate report b
nonn e 1w o S or bt Coroom

him about. He had winessed it theyal had. twas notthe way

it
“Your efations with the govemor's granddaughier are of o

interestio me; he said as he entered the tent, f that s your

cancem. Your appearancs ogethe t e callobatle vas.

e thal Carson decided o let Stanhope reallyhave it

ot ik abot e st R oo
. [ want otk about Ducky:

Private Drake’

Whatindamrton vero o doing?

What do you m

o knowahat | mean whon yousiood ere and wahed as
Reete shot o of mymen:

Tako caro as o your

i whanet o Theaee iy osvashed £
lappec-out, il excuse fo an offcer, What gives you the right?
R ot g you e ight 08t o et of o cusade To

butby heir own side? Ifhisis how you ealed your own men, no
‘wonder they got murdered. Do’t 0 your own command, butwhy did
e o e
Carson feltthe side ofhis face explode. He stumbled back.

Knuckdes white.

i«
come from another person. twas that nstant o delay before:

knodked fo the ground in seconds.
Stanhope swung again, more deliberate, his ime puting is
bt

Carson's nose. Carson twisted his face outof e way and
Stanhope's crude head-butt smacked nto his ear. Blessed

be such a diryfighter
“The sudden panic lent exa urgency fo Carson's musdles. He

the ki bt

hair and brough his leg Up fo protect his own groin and knee:
‘Stanhope, with a rabid strengt

suspected he had, shoved them boh forwards. With Carson of-
balance, the o of hem fell back, Carson's knee raised; is foot

was fairylaunched back across the entand stumbled o the
‘ground. He grabbed the side o hs bed o steadyhimselfand



“The two oficers held positon fora few momens, bot of hem
entingkrbres:

viondered what twas going o take 1o getyou o fight” Carson
) diraly

oanead; Sarhope snared Trats il oulk, st 0 Fm
notso addled thal | don't know your reputation, lieutenant

‘onof the enemy. Nore than Roeve even?

ou'reright Reeve kil men because he thinks thafs his job.

.
have done ifyou had been there sooner? You couldn'thave
dongaryng.
d have stopped t”
N e Your a sccod eterantand sccond

have you never been promoed to a ank where you can make &

fgntuith
and a place, ou mot him there. And when his shot ust croased
houider hot

him trough the heart. People said you were proud. Youre ot
proud. You're sick. You kil because you ke , bt ou iled the
wrong man. A0d that's why you couldt save your precious Prale
Drkglastngnt”
Carson felt it now, he el the urge come on him. His mind knew
i but his biood

didnotcare. Al i could feel was the power, te power of having

called outfor it His whole bodytensed with the effot o he stnuggle
Buthen i
eryslowy, Carson oppled backwards. His pistol fell from his

and shaking and he could nol release i
stepped towards him and saw the ictus on his face.
“Carson?
“Get... he managed through denched teet, . Red
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Red emerged from Sianhope's ent,his normallysevere face:
Soflened a fouch,
1ehous” Sanopo askad cipy
's moving,sir. He's noton his foot yet.
ity ronp i
Red ooked sy K8 oty myplae, . m ki ol
have o ask the lieutonant
Bt Sianhope did not relent.'fm asking you, colour-sergeant.In
fact, |am ordering you.
Red sapped oaterion,sanding s srugh o suppor he
wholoof Do and Sarhope saw o
et Crson st o o g of ol e Ho
s st e onagng, buthe was uprght A0d fyou

st qicklyand dsappoare, st unsoted atbeing

had emerged in him. Stanhope fethim go and followed Carson
inside.

“You can wak again?
Carson halt sat.haifcollapsed on the bed. ! find your presence
initating, Stanhope, butnot permanenty debiltating. He gathered

explanation.
“There's lte ot Itwas a Kartha booby:rap, the second week
on e We g o qucky, b wasn' quck onovgh.
ro told ammmngaswzxmstznh fatal,
ok 3 ow 500 T st s o -
ot DIt ver STk you 2 0o Carson sk Wo wers

gas that was Supposed 0 il you n a spit second?
Stanhope nodded genty. t oesnt normallypay o question

‘\Idoesn tpayto follow them blindly either, does it? You know
S — disikig e lenants infrecs,

“And 0 the myecyclone didrtwork is
ottt g 5 he cre ks hHlng me, Carson said

o iy Carsonconinoos had arios oo mone.

sording e, and sonil b pemarert
Howlong
oo o et on an st sening e iy
s oo Th e e wben Toacnd i o,

He stood up offthe bed and faced Sianhope eye-[o-eye. ‘So!
iy il secret anc you e rine, ok e | nigine

femoved fom command. | think you could. But ik you wonit

Pet s men A ool ot place vt e Yoo
eed me and we don' need

erd,

thing. The companydid need hi. They needed to know that here
was someone there,not o replace the leutenant, but 1 sucoeed
him,

s moun Hodd twsh sbe bt e non e
needed someone, buttdid not need to be him.

rumble ofa comoy approaching them from th east. Theyvowed the

Drum's amour, and as pleased as Roussell was 1o add e

Drum's face in the icoryhe had missed.
Hard as Roussel found t 1o imagine, he lamboyant tank

Sane, he was howling mad. Roussell had never Undersiood the.
oo andcorigy et iy colone

result And itdidt help that popuation ofhe wives and widows
thought Drum’s rciul dashing.

ever done Roussell,
The pich ofthe rumble rose as the vehides gotdoser and




overshadowed bythe whoosh of a Valkyrie coming in low,
toland.

“Colonel! Roussell acknowedged Arbulaster and salued rather
briskiy

notbest pleased aboutit.
o, et etamod e saliewi sl dscoutey.
in Drum has ot yet arived, sir. | o believe he may!
"

reported:
satsfacion m otsure e mayhye missedscmensvcion
during one of his wardrobe chang

"kl el Arodasitrepied wihout humou. A an
eniie nightof authoising every single acton Roussell ook,

and he had shrivelled o paranoid mediociy
“Captain Drum s on his way o the start poin. A5 you shouid be,

"The atiack...I's sl going ahead today? Roussell was aitfe
astonished.
oot ks repied Wt i s pock msr?

Ao R8R o scner fom mising g1t s
No.cloaume Tl Fossodl iare. rtted
an it hom hard. They e played

fgntioo our nands. Abulaster ad a ooy rondof

there. Nl e wanied 1 gt her out. hae a stabat s where e e

Tk
Nes.t-
‘Ater all,why do you tirk | putyou out here in the st place?”

ifthere was credt 1o be had he infended 0 grab s farshare.
boioro Rousaol had
AtRoussell's insistence he brieflyinspected e breach,

broughtdown.

caring abouta few roopers. His message was cear. Forl Eiza had

back h as
well

“The Brimlock 11th saton the ground watching e beards cut
through the runk of the last ree in theirpath.

reaged chee. LisderantMibory piedis Seraral oiece hem
s hanleaned e conpitowaris nmfson ol bow.
reastcchoer was fopaceya o ol goine UGt which

It Gssipae el o iy ewing e regments
sergeanis.

On your et On your feet Inyour sections! n your sectons!
Readymara

s ke oo e engnes Lt porses

whineied andsompod

o mement. T caonsis wics i rough . Ho siood

Upon D' Gk g 5 voxampiters.

“Inis narme.
o1 ooy dpec i ancapits and o mon owered il

o xpects sech man o ghe s svengh, s s,
[k

e colond s e i ftheaculas most e olowed,
jaded fewid not

inHis light”

Those it e ou nodded along s e .
theyd aiways been fold s

"Now.men of Enilock. s our vios. For Mergueri, o

. Purge the encs! Destoy them all To ams! To war! The
Emperorcale s e Emporr”
the regiment swore.

T ey 0 ot ances v he s clle he
achancs The ks growie back o an s owerds o he
Jicher ‘dressed

Rosa and

the racks of the tanks. Finally,the nfaniry companies el i,

the regiment’s colours high.
Beneath tose colours marched the Brimlock 118, the mind of
the last,

“The mind of each man but one. One lieutenant, whose tioughts

Reete. Todayhal deaih, he swore, was guaranteed.
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Killng a man on a bttiefield even a man on your own side, was
simple. Hundreds of men, sometimes housands, died on exery.
sngloone.Kiingaman nnersalyoshed o despisedwas

“ingac ommissar supposedya et rproseiae oo
authory. Emperorof Tara, was very iferent. Their daily
e ing s 1 B et s doepect N v

Py

snyvocpararafcr ho ey suspecied of o
emominee. veschryor it o kgt sy oy emsehes

maciness or disease. But mostlythey contented themselies vith

pacing el punshments o e s ghetnfacios
Pl delfe
roonconetdans o consping o il on of i rumber

revenge would be taken outon s men as wel. Therclore, the
andit

of the regiment. The column was beginning fo strech out. These

same colour, others even had knots and growths that resembled

an, 4 s animesion of e s of  single g orgar,
whose many natural defences were ranged against

of

food and water,

Brimlock tanks and struggled fom shelter o find horsemen all
nd

expected. The ground was softunderioot.ftwas made up of he ash
of the trees that had once been there, the rees that had bumed

arrayof fungus that sustained the orkcid spocies. The fow stumps

crumbled easilybefore the shells of e amoured company. The

gavehe amoured company permission b open e vtonand

e resiince vasron e, inanycase Ecnuhere

mow amonge e camo e e of Capain rum, it
towards the crest ofthe craer hat hid heir ast objecive.

the leading tank, Drum stood and sang in sheer
pleasure. He hadnt engaged the voxcasters yetand the sound
was lostbeneath the bellows of the machine-spirs. The orks, with

Drum stood tal,
armoured turet and rode the vehic as though twere a giant

Ledbeter

dropped, 5
nd Ledbetter tugged his reins s his horse nstincitely swened
awayfrom the fail
Drum doffed his ricome hat and waved tat the horse dragoon
e cirded, L poi

e i He was happy He

ad,

ane plantaone. Hevas lsed bytersice waiching
ks assemile haroversdengines o wer, and
e o sons o o o or o comranar

armoured companyinto the fighton a far-dstant word. What e it

the production lines. What a life the Guard had given him!



Drum swept back his cape, raised one knee-high bootand
seompedios ot ks
“Aken, dear he
Iy a1 ooy came fomis gunner.Th bretroeda
fracton o largeta knotofhardenied fungus stalks and Drum
as i fe began t sing again.
Ledbeteer ducked a fracion in his saddle as the tank's cannon

rained out o him. Was he not even this animal's equal? He

chainsword 1o clar tof the OrK's remains.
‘Anead of i

geting s legs entangled and galloped on wih the rest. The

the elbow. The orkcid not even have time 1o houd in pain before:

Ledbeter's back-cut muiated s face.
‘Agood kil Ledbeter considered, as ho watched the fallen

1o be selected as one of the colour-guard. He had
Sreccy e o e e ime wihhe T aen v

o butno, he regiment:

o foht Now h hado s sl agan n st ese stiew
e orhe ol nverekam o Brimlockand o sy

But nerl Tere o he s beforo thom was a challenga it
‘would bum his name onto th listfor the colour-guard,

et weron' ruming avay Thoyworo g .
Averbsnd s sppersd e i of et and
marched haifway down the siope on the ofhr side. Thei presenco

offtne
level ground where the cavairy dominated, and joined the

commendngrclone, bt o ree ben e et stongh
s more and more of he scatiered orks Sensed the or
conwalonofpower and nstochvely ke nfs Arecbn

assalo ok s andspeas e by o orine Carson
sawa single horse stumble and foss s rder. The rest o

Squadron instantybroke offtheir pursut and Girced back,
protecting their follow vith i from their pistols while ho.
remounted, before teyal witrew together. It was a tiny icoryfor
the ot

and chaning directed at he horsemen's fast-elreaiing backs.

“Final, Broocs; Abulaster commented,standing in the open hatch
othe Selamader the o ars showir abiofbackone
time, colonel
n 190 Nolgong o bemanyga, oug he
ets himselfout o there, ourl-uned
fbvam nuaﬁe«sm mu\umaﬂwsmmm onis

i o e s o et gt o Wt
i o2 o o o

Byt Mouso oxiaimed. Dorl ey cock hat o tank
cannon are gonna do o e
et noer soon ks boro! ks said
! S S

exen have o fightin. Now he amnoured company had gone.
forwerds,

the
bt Blank

had noticed something wrong.
‘Lookat that’ Blanks poinied. The cavaly

back,they wer reforming o
escns sl s oy gloona of myofcas mad? Ho
‘whipped the monocular away and graspod his voxoficor. Getme

Captain Ledbetier now?

“The voxofice ed. i, here's 1o reply,sir. Veybe s the

Intererence.

“Mycopper-botiomed arse, ts.

i ot aone o sop et chage!

Buthe oroftceofLechetes commadsuad ot

eopo lose coU oy T mee ot g

lEorapedait e matonel oo matgss o ater ilnghe

i see him from here! Get

the end ofhim.
Ledbetie’s cavalywero going o die. Th slope bagan gentlybut

amongst them and tear them apart. Yetnone of his seemed o




gallop with lite delay, their explosive lances heid firmiy upright,

the slope and began to dimb, the horses slowing despite their
fiders' urging. The line of rks now had o fear or they oo

entered the scene, and his mount was far more formidable.
‘Donityou exer! Donityou ever! Drum caled, hunched down on

forwards and i slewed into the path of the charge. For a moment.
But

horses' fanks. Ledbetter's velerans knew how to deal with an
P ot

dlear, ey knewthis mightbe their last chance at glory, and they
ere ot stopping for anything

wind and Kicked the trre ice.
“Sing or me, my beauty. Sing! he shouted and his bate cannon
fred atthe cavalrys front rark.
“The shell was aimed short, but thatbarelylessened the impact

an instant,threo of hem, man and harse fogether, wero ltie more

“The mounts of hose either side stumbled and el ossing teir
i

shukrem,
ey horses were dssenlfsed o scunds ol vt

utnorang oou hve ept e calm i o o

e o oy s op s o e

had happened. Even those horsemen distant rom wher the
‘then outrage, and pulled

their horses u
“The cavaly’s charge was over,th lancers wheled away o the
sido or haled in shock Unmoved at the destructon he had caused,

bove i

happen o th
beside him, drawing nlo cose range. He gave the signal and his

Instead,

aut
‘OntonlOn!'

appearod o roar up ke giant metal mounts n order fo cimb The
orks' avelins and ot thrown weapons diatiered harmiesslyof
ther hck armour. A soon as the tanks' frontends landed, heir

e

fired,

I, edby
these sirange weapons, te orks followed theirnstncs and

etk rversbarolynofod e gt o of s e
ipped or were caught beneaih t
e aescy oraty kring Bt totnis
moved up, the legendary orkish endranca kicked in.

Upand yto jump on the tanks from behind. The onlyforco who
9 i

10 fenzy,and so Carson's men had to take them down hard.
“On Ol Onf Carson shouted bo his men as they stumbled up

His shothit

shot Ho cursed sifontya hs siip; he could notafford 1o bo
distraced now,

men through tis firstand then he could deal with Reeve.
‘Seyincose youdog! Red lambssted e men again. Hs
was more imson than ever,haing o both shoutand run, but
e had o eop up i hechay Bk beside hem. The e
company id twas the oniy way this haphazard assaultwould

Carson fred a shot kiled another enermy, hen spun hs pistol
b Jster. Inbati

batto. He was fast enough thal ifho neaded his gun, twould be in
his grasp in an instant but i he kept oid of the thoughtlike a
rooper again, worred onlyfor his own positon, concerned onlyfor
his next shot Without . he could see the whole bate, Withoutt,he.
thought ke an offcer.He had been a third ieutenant back on

T
would sunhe tis long

Stanhope clambered up the siope, sweating ke a pig. was not
the exerton, itwas far worse. He instncively fouched the hollowed




He:

used i and using it blotied ovt he memories before. That was the.
pointofitafler all o dull he mind and ive solelyin the present.
struggled 0 piece together. |t had been afeer Carson had
collapsed, he remembered that, and he remembered the.
planaionaswel e rememberod i hand going o e it

jacketwas emptyas well,as was the cutin his cufs. How could he
have aken them al?

Cause was, o was stuck with the outcome. thad
been long enough since any regiment had allowed him inlo full
batt

noteven the physical wilhdrawal; it was far 00 soon for that. It was

Do Forget e batte, that knowledge alone terfied him enotigh.
made sverying arder. Th o vas secpar s s
e e b f s unfom rugheraganst s s, Tho i it
hamer i his lungs, and when he blnked th ics scraped over

Hehad
love and his e
tothe sightbefore him.

“The crater, which appeared a mere pockmark upon th surface

o

1o 5polofeur morsmunds, one Fughiyingachdrectonof e
pas

' 0p of each mound had been made into a udimentary
fottes. Teywereltred wincalecions ofcrde og walls and

Stanhope found hs mind automaticaly Supplying the objectie

eter Biteteat,

smalest oBitereats eh, mepraiy oSl e

‘companywould atack

g whts o bt eare e il sl foad
chating over anna,

plan of attack
“The fortfcations on top ofthe spoikheaps were the key!o the.
ok, he had said. I he 11th could take them and hoid them, then

with inpointaccuracy. Conversely, f they were ot faken, the.

of the ork setfement with s flanks constantyendangered. The
 sooner orater, d

et gt assaut anc s one i e regiment gt e
enemys hear

e fastand brutal
vas ot dhons ot o Bviock rssoors. oo oot
thatwas whal Ledbetier had announced as the details were.
unveiled

the orks inhiabiting te crater knew what the sun was. None of e
had exer even seen it Al theyknew was that h thick cloud

Sometimes didn'. Theirs had been a chaotic moming. The

“The warbo: hough

of the sudder
burming ight hat had sprung from the aiens; walls,the scramble.

The warboss's second was confused; the alens silllied and

eked outa pimive exstence beyond the crater. The Stone
‘Smashas knew onlyicory, which was why twas they who

Given a day, the baser nstincts of he warboss's Second would
have reasserted themseles. He would have realised that while a
singeorksilled e oud e o deea.onlyacoinuaon o

heads ofis challengers ogaber, ko conto of e Sons
lead them against e aliens once more. Givena
T o o 2 oy i kst vt ot .



plain, he firstwaring many of the orks had was the rumble of

tanks emerge ower the crest.
For manyarmies, many species, hat would have been the end.

Their units were dispersed across the crater and beyond. Their

leader was missing and no one had stepped i o replace him.

that none of hem had ever encountered before. Soma armies

last defencos in confusion looking for thei unis, looking for their
commanders, looking for some kind of instruction. Orks being orks,
e

their midt o ead them, and then followed their insincs: ey
charged.
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‘and her Vborjr scouts i e same, tacking onto the end
e s i i shos 1 onr . T o v

“The troopers knaw itwas far btte 0 stay loso fo heir comrades.

Ina lodyludof spores ke p by hols oplosin
“The dloud dispersed and the orks' atest push against them
ey
ragtagbends wes e st whis s e heldhe e
Each one would emerge from the edge ofhe setfementon
slops bolow bllow stmp and oar.Then ey woudty ocimy
T roach hr cnemics el 1o rimioc e o send o

imbing bk doa aga

Gacaly hoogh o ks wero loaming Tho small groups

for more and more o ther fellows tojoin ther before beginning
another atack. Each assaullft ok bodies i the dir. yet each

with orks, Carson knew; f they did notwin atonce they simply wore:
you down, keeping you under continual pressure, exhasting

final assault came you st had the strength o withstand it

into the Brimlock guns. Then, rom somewhere beside Carson,
ihe

rom one oftho far-fung continents of Bimlock. It old ofwar, of

\ictry,of defiance and death; of ordinary men facing the

nto the Second when another ice fose above his
JpreteHeall Stutour o, vou apling shocker e ot
stenceunl ol erise 10 e

e
ThomnofBiockoded nowar tes o st e cnomy;

theynoeded no shouted oahs o bolster heir courage. Theywer

notanimals orenos fith. They fought s professionais, in

offcers. When their wid and wailng foes charged they found

alltho more.

long-distance into a cluster of rks, and their own belligerent

minutes more.

Carson looked befin i, down the siope they had cimbed.
Laid out below he could see the shape of he atack forming. On the.
P i

crater While the orks' attenon was focused on the tropers at the

Quartor ofho way around the craters ircumorenco n ordor to
stike for Endive, hoping fo atch t undefended. I the centro,

Biterleal Fergus and Gomery's companes were just breaking

“head of the had gi

tredtncive leonine maor siugging Up e slop e ead of
s troo

im, the sooner Carson couid redeploy 1o assault his company's
‘objecte: Acom. The sooner hey could launch their assaul, e

capture it The aster Carson could capture Acom, the more ime he
Would have o pursue his other, personal, objoctve,
Rl fnalysproacre st He ot s on

Souring his mood. The coonel was taking o chances with he.

Saquad for he assaultupon Biteleaf.
Roussellcould notcbject - it was supposed o be an honaur
aferal — butal of the offcer corps recognised itfor what it was. A
I
the nightbefora. Aremoval fom the decsion-making process
N Procves:




matier what transpired in the battie, no liabilitywould be piaced
upon him. The heroics ofhs eary career would sunie untamished
s place n the

Howerer
was justenough pride letin Roussell for him toresent his

The only reseniment that Carson had el as the colonel

had o hide hs eiation. Where the colonals wen, 50 0o did their
Lateron,

e Catsonarouncod iy cver e eneved scund of
Jostra o

Roussel Rl ot ofbreath and unable o speskcs s men
moved pastim o ko posion.He o

back.
“lransfer defence of this positon o you, sir,as per the execution
ofthe colonel's batte-plan. G- .

annoy him furher. The crestis yours.

he said

amed sharl . Hosew bt sk
broken again. Thatwas the shortest et obuuuslymeyhadmdad
thata frontal assaultwas notfor them, Carson could see the

‘growing mass of orks st amongst the setlemen buildings
sirtching toeither side as ther instincts told the o ke the
farks,

race.
‘Company/ he called. “Achance Quick! On me!

Stanhope's sweating had nothing to do with terror now, itwas pure
everton. Al his strengh was focused on keeping his legs pumping.
Rightfoot down, push up,lffoot down, push up. Up, up, Up. That

stspon s suor batiosp tfaging s it 5 e .
Now he shouidered his qun o he could lean forwards and
jradiciviravdstiroonvei

“The men around him viere doing the same. They al knew that

make such an assaull. These, however, were vetear
setgeascoud s i rt. For o g
s gave on- and offduty, when it came o

Safetywas as scant as a body's concem at losing a fow cels. The.
it th platoor

an as hard as they could. And Sanhope was amongst thern.
Tho bt cannonfrod again baind tham Sanope was 00

WSsvb\ymmd s avaiing b diing voosos. ooyt
he opmost batlements, biowing aparta wall segment of

Sfoverof it and s cverd th eadnginfarty. Thatvas oo
closo Sarhope deoces ot shou b s lstshe.
i gaing s o e s bonprs Abrcken
path.

spliners, buthei e could notreach over he curve ofhe slope.

broke s step o pull outhis felcuter. He realised that he had

top. For a second, his mind went back to a very iferent batiefield,

oo Buthis was not Cawnpore, and here o one had been
Bolish onaugh o/ook o s mnarx ot Toewods e on
wroprzowayonalyond

ittt WE————
i roond o, bolingin s o Serpo G
breath orerlyinkind.Insiead, i sength sl cuter.

rieted, it fststil

holding the stub ofts
e fst struck e ork hadnt
oo o 9o bl it oo o 198 e e

fnishing bow. Then it yelped in pain. Afrooper beside Stanhof
had speared itwith his bayonet. The ork grabbed for o gun, butthe

the xenos's face. The bayonet punched against the hard bone

Socket. The point went hrough the ork's red eye and o s brain
beyond belore the rooper pulled it out again.
Stanhope s the ork reel away, dutching s face. Someone.

the other side of s ace nto a blackened mess. The troper who
had come tohis rescue tumed back fo him.



“Find your bloody feet, troop! Blanks shouted in his

beside him.
The voley fiom Van A and her Voorjers, and Sergeant Booth

econd platoo

platoon, staing i the back ofan injured ork's head with ‘Old
Contempible’, as C: Kiling st

more of he »encs.
Stanhope 1o0ked onlyahead of him. Through the strts ofthe

ofher side. Blanks paused, snap-shooting and sfiing trough the
vem, and St the lead again.

ing something about forming a iring ine, butit
was 100 lat for Stanhope. He was aiready charging. His bodywas

raised the fel-cuter, il unbloodied, abov fis head. A ork at
Speed was as powerul as a bull but n s inexperience it had

1ag it gt
row back s ceaver,flegraphing ts dowrward swing.

blow and broughtthe heawblade up in an uppercut against ts

i and knocked o the ground,
Al around hi, th lines of green and grey were coliding, he
bellowing ork wartiors swinging their weapons and the silent

with heir bayonets. Even though the Imperum had arms that could

its exrausted soldiors grapping 6 10 toe wit s foes.
Las-shots, bayonets and eavers struck home, and as the orks

fellso did

them.Theestought o, krowing fght o be mare deady han

hrﬂmeds Zezbmpaed an kit a s bt s reached o
ioped

s\nr\gsme oo e oocapon Mo 8 o &

Soha o s hotlow gt omugh o hose Wl anaher
‘wanior was distracted rying 0 grab e elusive Mbuse, Forjaz

and opened itup for Mouse 10 gat the il

side,ing o, o1 and ndore, deedlie v v A
smallblade than

Sty oyl o o et s e el st
platoon was fiing. Fragmentation grenades flew cverheat

fora few momens o counter this new treat.
Stanhope thrusthis sword down fofinsh offhe ork a his fest

crossed over he top of Acom, yetalreadyhe felthe fury of e inial

o abuse head nficed uponHimsel over e o

e anoerpaofhe i ok nod v

oot v ot o mom e, Tt ot soolied
ng:

Theywere his responsibillywhether he acknowledged itor not. and

forwards,

orks thatworo sl cimbing. That should bo you, the offcor in is

dressing the ine, defaching a orce o flnk.

suspdon, Asuspidn conmed he,bereeh e sounds of e
lley i rom frst and now second plaioons, he heard e

oed

oty eyl Casen b gt ol snng
e, hoywerocimbig roud o summic /o, aming o
ot oo il Sk ot cing o s vt
reinforcing the top.
“The sucoess of Stanhope's wild charge, however, had pushed

was abou 10 slam siraightnlo Booth and tird patoon.
Booth,

He
that with his men undeployed, srung outin column, citiching t the

wihin reach. He abandoned his atack and ordered his men to
cimb up, traight bl




mutered.
e o s o o v e slonbon o e ot
On top ofAcom, Sianhope pounded back o second platoon

crouching. Gardner! he ordered. Redepioy!
g e donced i corkmed, it rct st e

ooy copocal Strhope demanded.GarcershockHs
head as though he couldn'
i h Inr Toe shout ca o Foraz who was g

had no time to argue. The instant the autocarnon
st imonede e Frken e sideofthe hesd Truble
‘we movel Quick march! Sianhope shout
o hlcasonaty e ey e .l o b, mad
outhe words and responded as his brother had rained hir.
iped

ho should go.
Gardner swore blue murder or the few seconds thal ho was
b
had indicated he saw whal the major wanted from him. The orks
g

and Gardner blew them of the siope without hesitation,

catch them
e ol it platoonisa aragged chorashaysawite

Booi's body:
“Third platoon; Sianhope ordered. Form on
i laloon’ Carson i, o approacha
G ——
was and ooked o Carson for orders.
Fom neere Fro njourowniel Push o bock! Carson
raedoutand oo by Garcrr icepo
Gnootand St wated o wi s snd et

Saize the far side of e fop of Acom and cast e orks down.
i

einforce the annifiated defenders at the top. Frstand second

the company's pennant up th side ofan orkish icon-ower. The




ut

Chapter Seventeen

Stanhope staring at i as well, buthe 't have ime for i
itr e, s onie v ortaing e supoct vespons &
be broughtup and his wounded and dead ta

e berel o g 1ot et o i vere

they could outin a place such as this. Ashame twouldntbe
1gh

ke casy. Blessed Varguet el Boot and e oers he
e bin e 0 e <hold e o & eoet ot
i oy ot Dot e wotle oo o i Corton

Ho told himself tha they wore nota factor n the decision
mado. Whyhe was going o take Red with him and not Fojaz. He'd

could remember, he had a level of st with Red that he cidn't
fetewihanyoberuner s conmar, Sl e tdam
comerientyForszshoudbe e ons

mént e husbars and s imsellappeared and

T ben men areigging i The ooferotas el he s
“The ‘skins wonitshove
et i o seeant Now you kow what R an 70

“Yes, sir.No problerm with tatll,
unbiddon.

“Thank you; Carson repied. ‘Command of the companyis yours
forthem, but fhe ties tolring a Grifon el him that il have to be:

Forjazcaried on,

Especallynot Gardner. You undersiand?”
Yes,sir”

Doriteven e atofur s
nderstan, i hocd T wasn' e st mo ey
hadmdomwsana 1. *Ancl what about he major, i

beg
i vacn nmhedbi. Corion 1

s sergant, Crsn s ol
T 1o ourlast e, e st e bt e whe oG
onecuroboday W't done and h's doe it edel
us. Leave

Md-me e g ordersagar
Tov Segeant st ke st o

dossnitsee us leave!

Red. There was small chance that Sianhope wouldn't notce his

ot be taken seriously. Ho could safelyignore him
Ono porsanio cd rckignoro, howpe,boced i pa.

o
Ry T g S s ot of e o il partof
astatcdefence:
Carson walched her reacton, She leta half il playon her
he

was on their ide, afe all
‘Good huning, was al she said, and lethim go.

Acom. Rod was already waitingfo him thero in the shadow of a

N e ey probloms i owse”
Red's grimfeatures tumed exen grimmer althe meniion of e
company;

Carson did notwant o ask, and so didrt. He inclined s head
P

towards Biterieal

By et

i
lead th dive and diear the way ough the setlement.

“The ramshacile ork buidings, constucted fom a mixof wood,
mud and the more rigid fungi, proved litie obstace to tanks,



i g onth
‘occasions that tanks became wedged, the Sione Smashas

bash them open, but Roussel's infantryollowing dlose behind
oo temofaf e ot i batl canons and
close-quarter weay bo effecie.

s roinchiual Sone St bands ound e i

ey S v s o P warscss g T wross. o s,
was not here, buthis second had finllydecided fo seize

ithappened,

e rok
Mostof hesehad been destoed on mpact buta fewcl he
smalestonessill appeard opra

1 oo ki, norm o o ck s nown
e aywart o peeed e o voa s e om0

the edge over their als. Some, Howenr, G, In the days that
followed, obsessed with

leftthem food so thal ey couid continue o inker. The watershed

ok
the nearest cannon’s barre before pulling a lever thad found.

Soughtobe able o epeat such explosions and directthem
againstthe enemy:
e smalostof ose cannons o recovera fom tha ok

“The ot

oo fghtd e
o Svanganess of ot shapss, e n mongst e con-

oring over the recording flom Zdzstaw's Valkyie o
mlsldenhfymem belieing them o be makeshiflcranes or
iohis used in digging out he pl
% e 0 wha oo arks of o amoued company,whohad
hiherto been inwinerable fo he primive ork weapons, saw the first
ewhat

understandably, surprised.

“Blessed Mother Margueritel Drum exclaimed, breaking offhis
Jatest enditon. The mega-camnon sholt appeared like a mefeorite
buming through the aimosphere towards them. It struck short.

Drum watched the dwellings catch fre. He had two choices:

their own, or retreat and gamble that they could escape s range

dial o ransmitto his company.
Ve of seal,siow and frel rk guns are only good for grabbing
uratention, h signed offwith a smirk Ifthere was justa single
‘gun, s tanks could take I, fhe orks themsehes didn'tdropa
shelland blow tup frst
the restofthe

fired flom amongst the structures on Biterear, sending its shot

behind. The tird one, through fluke or kil struck justin rontofthe.

byttt ittt g i
ek ok e
aroupeiraund o i e e m g shals tow

.t mpacied agains o mazsof scaolang and cner
constructs on the top of Biereal
rum had seen enough. He did notcare how the orks had
araged Lt boPadics il ache o it
scraing o neny Hefckd e o
et v e Rapea mabout
and evealt
“Scratch that rder. the colonel's voice crackled over the vo
Catan Do your company s o ey Al s
acknawtedge. Reverse only. Don'tlt hese xenos fith see
bads,

commanders acknawledge the colonel’s orders
‘Coone. e ariyrowrso el o s s
mprehend the difference, captain. Abulaster repled. Do

#oouiedged?
“Acknowledged,sir/ Drum agreed and tumed his batle-hymn
keep the orks atbay.




“The amour, sah. s retrea
it Corsonoptos antloaned ap 300 Theyworoboh

con-tower bearing a leering orkish gyph. Theyd spent twerty
i

lops o eady vhan At e’ Slsmanderdsgorged s
pessengers,and e whole darn o s
e oeve o o reves b restof

rnge deleminaion which e i career and
rosnaans o owr e
"Wo con'eep gongbacx and o, el b spoted.Thy I ba
back hero, Red. Tho colonel will be back here.
5 would the orks, Rod know.

“The orks came, as both the colonel and the colour-sergeant know
theywould. They had fallen back before the trks' esistible

10 snap at their heels. The heawybolters affzed to the tanks’ hulls
‘opened up, frng their explosive bolt shlls inio te most
. whistthe tanks'

is
o keep peling Biterieal.
Their slow speed alowed their qunners [o lace theirshols

close. With shells ofsuch size, even a near miss could Gipple a

theircrews before ther pursuers overwnelmed them,

of such war machines when operaled by crealures working on

detonaled as itwentinto the weapon's barrel and made a new

deadly, howerer. Another tank had swenied beside the one the

cannon had immobilsed i st norero e
ccarrrts s brely o L Focon ofa

o ok o

notescape as the massive shell stuck hem dead-on. The sound

He fot Reeves
the cabi
toprove that Acbulaster had failed
‘A unidentiied threat. Avbulas'er addressed his words oo
one in partcular, but hey were meant for Reeve t hear. ‘Aminor

i osa ackouiod

‘Do ourbang

“We are oflerng t 0 the cogtalor-spirs now, coionel.

‘Keep i charnel apan. Conim e rsdy o
osfedged, Rosa replied

o aks Booaaminitser sl confrm. Abulasterlosked

coniines of the sefflement. out of immediate danger. The armoured

bt cost Onlyone s ol ncional O st it
aired, but for he objectie of e

o Brost o amorcd compeny ot cpomionaly

eliminated. Atuaster glancod at Reow, siting camiy,dressed in

i

d
‘going o kil him today.
“Fir ready,colonel, Nejor Rosa's voice crackled back over the

ox
Jbulaster stepped outofthe dark interiorof the Salamander,

nd onto the oper
this i person.
“Fire. Fire!
i it propelied
down th

faster peered hard at the Gifions on the crest ofth crater
behind him. He did not expect 0 see much exidence o ther fing,

00
was underway. He tumed round to Bitereaf, counting down the
seconds he had estimated fo the rounds to fyUp, um over and

butvisible delonations wracked the top of Biterleaf. nside the
their "

and ire, reload and firo, as fast as humanly possibl.
Beyond Bitereat, Abulasler fancied he started 0 seo iny




ortar rounds fell upon the spoil-fot without respite. For a full
halfhour, Carson and Red waiched fom their hiding place n the.

how exposed they were.
“They were hundreds of metres ahead of he Brimiock line and

knew they were thero. Carson held the ife oso. ltwas not a
lasii

procure this, and Wbuse had acquired it fom one of he Voorjer
soul noestons e
ion what Carson intended fo do with L. he
for

But

investgate too thoroughly. He hadn'tfor Blunder ater all. Al e

siruck Reowe, and Van Am had, unsuspectngly, given it svaight o
him. These wiere the same s th tho frst expeciton had carred
he orks had

already captured several Vborje iles, and that would be story
enou
“The two ofthem walched the remaining mega-cannons as they

rounds. The firstoppled over fonwards, ploughing trough the

Spoil-heap. The second's ammurition detonated, scyhing the arca

bald patch as the only evidence of s e
atestuas oncyfor & socond oo sl o it

fred,
must hae belleved they were sare. Ledbeter's cavairyhad

themselies apartffom the rest o the regiment, efusing o
acknowledge any orders they were sentor budge from their

positon.
s the full hour approached, Carson was suddenlysiruck by
doubt WWhat was the colonel doing? The ight was alreacy dimming:

crate before right el
‘What the colonel was doing was waiing for he orks' natural

noga
cannon. Oher races would have wihdrawn o their il bastons at
eld

Bl orks were not ke other races. When no other options
presented themsshes, orks, being oks, simply charge.
was the Stone Smashas' ast gasp. Their leaders had

allinto the fght The green ide poured from the pit behind Bitereat,

hated Giffons. Aulaster saw the theat and formed up fourof s

straight past he defences on Acom and so he allocated onlya
“andaiso, puzaing!

that fank.
“Whatin damnation's name?” Carson excaimed as he sawthe

fotum ther fing position around.
yousill have the range?” Red
In al honesty, Carson didn't know. Ho looked down the sight,
recalibrating for he distanco.
‘I beleve | can, he said inally, slowlyshifing o cover he
Salamander’s achance, That was true;he covld make the shot,

o0k Gardner torealise the goiden opportunity Abulaster was
offering him.

Knocking d

The orks'pi
eoman,fortho sccond me it dy e o ned o scale 3
contested slope. Carson's men had responded with fullforce,
Cling Gow o st wilhas0. New I Second had

g
‘. oraltrdorninaion, o smegor byl o
ot cse e slopewihsuchrspoversngedagast e

Trouble! Feod me Gardner bellowed over e cannor
garge 1 soundof o st eodngin o 15 psti)

e s can o liod an h ooty umed
around o pick up anolher. Garcher squeezed offanather fow
rounds and then released the rigger 1o ghe the cannon a few
moment



The light was fading fastand the shapes of the orks were

back for good. Gardner waiched as the captain unslung his pack
Emmet. bod

d looked
tren i hgh ot i Tho smallbalwih e o
painted on went ing o the orkish horde.

ol e chouiod 125 men. Cotares i o forth rst

touch him down!
His men choered and acanced befind their captan. One of
them would find Miter Emmet, one ofthem alvays did Al of
Gomery's men knew he was mad; he was st eam capain,
playing games backat schola. They had leamed, hough, tat a

his
han any sane one who treated them as S0 much human

‘oinethenal.
mik, with he care of a conscientious child, laced the new can

theold

bo the colonel, and beside him would bo Roewe.

“He's seen them, sah, Red reported as he walched Gard
Irough s monoelar. Carson ursed slenlyagein, Abuaskrs

noting of Reeve atal

\Tkous up o dose 30 ou con, P, Aadtrcrred
e The hl-gunervs aleadyWing s hoaw b il o
ofklines. T Gmer came ahalton e near sl o Gomenys

il and pversvordand made o et
you egressing? Reeve queried. His voioe caried no
oo S b s oo o ot sy

Gl course commissar: Abulactrroplec W loavo couring

offcers should lead fom the font. Guard doctine, is tnot?

“Itis”Reeve replied, but Abulaster would not et t go a that.

00010 tomiingviin i Selrrandar” e sked. i
polier

i Aot Reee saidandgatheed himselboleae

Verygoad! Adase reled. He imbed outol e

Ssamanders cainandjumped down o s aiboar, He ddnot
i buinsde o was 50 sckPowss o

relyon others. He glanced at Carson's companyfing rom the
e could

thoirway.
“Forward! e cried, and ran as hard as he could.

“This was t, Carson knew, as he saw st the colonel and then the
He.

butReee had
already landed on the other side of he vehicie. His shol was
blocked.

Gardner walched Reeve stand up afle his landing. He was right

sights.
bl pothercar Friad boon olsing o commissar
Garchner di

wanthim o seo i
Fimkwas contuse and fldp e car oyt
! Gt anather onel” Gardner ordered and the ogry

oW, going after he colonel's command squad, which had surged

hen, notdaring even (0 biink slid his aim those vialfew
centimetes.

Carson saw Reexe's peaked cap appear over the tracks ofthe.
Salamander. He was coming forwarcs. Anoher second and he
would have im. Another second. Then Carson's vision blued as.

Carson nudged his sight back a racion and pulled the tigger.

Gardner puled he figger.

inolief.
“The commissar is down!

fallen. Arbulaster fred another couple o shols at e beaten orks
and looked back.It ook him a ew Seconds in the poor ihtto

tailboard. Parker! We have to go back for the commissar. Meke

‘mentally, make certain he wasn't for much longer.



“Gaodsho s You i Rec vt
s breath was caughtin s lungs. ‘No, | didn'”

o Carsonie e

e hsperod ssing e Ver e
[ictrpedtions

s nearyca it o Lets gt bk e Fofazhas
Kiter

v it him, Gardner thought as he saw the coat collapse inon
et F've cone . The words were all that ran through his mind. His

the retreating orks and then e ol the familararge presenco
besid

o him.
“Nuwer can? Frik asked and laid the second can down beside

st
‘Reoad; Garder s, and el i sloowss
o soy i et oo Ao said

Jouder
the newonein place.

thoug!

noiced?
“The colonel cerainlyhad, Gardner saw as he tiggered the

coatwas surrounded by horses. Ledbeter's cavaly. Garcner
watched as the colonel disembarked and marched up t them.

v ham, esnuhe, s calymen vers corsiling
Reexe’s form up,ready o layitout ver one of
e e o e o v o et o e

all around him his foross won his final ictory.
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Chapter Eighteen

Objoctive Bitterleaf, Tswaing, Voo pacification
‘Stage 1 Day 18

theis o st ol ot ad bon apred andis menvers
draging o orbodes ropies o bu
s anctnor scony i o be i asticory Ho should have
od,rumphan,

e, Inh,

in his ears, he couldnt breathe and he could barely see. Asingle

‘getoutof the crater, get back 1o Dove.
Roexe had been dealt wih, bul that damnable pious fool

Ledbeter's cavalry o as o siop them charging. The voxrecords
bore him out, of

the cavalryof anyhing they id ot wish fo blieve. Ladboter fot
aggrieved, and when he saw Reeve al, his mind concocted all

folreat Roove.
A that was how Arbulaster had leamed that Roeve stll e
of

so.

the commissar.
Abulaster had made sure to cover imself,though. He'd had

L
falln. Abulaster expected Malberry o come back with nothing so
and

indoed Miberry found it dificul o discom the diflerent weapon

foughtoer that day.
‘Working under the lighs flom his Seniinels, howeter, Miberry

Miber

the setiement & allofthe Voorjers had been on top of Acom, none.
of them couid have madie that shot.

Mulberry mentioned i o the colonel ot oftangential interest
only.In is opinion, no bulletfred from a Voorierrife couid have
Fe

found,

-
ice

captured \oorjer iles. Whether Reeve died under Ledbeter's care
or not Acblaster would have the final say s to what had happened
ofim.

et et how dose e vas othe oo i o, bt
he ouldntbe safe unil he was back behind Do’ weal

s ool o g o .

here, everysingle second he thought he would hear he shot the
expicsion, e whisto i he airthatwould kil him. He could not
bear being out here another moment. He wanted o un, buthe

jant

his troops, because that was what was e
His hands were shaking, and 50 he gripped them togeher as

helmet. He fet s knee begin totich; e was going (o fall o this

beafne waytogol
Did you need something,sir? Parker spoke up.
it hoshoued badio him. e ept s oo
5039 oproeni cacing. Gromoa moments
e SEncmodinty ok o et boliing it it

al, heymight say.Let them think hat Acblaster though, far beter
thatthan the tuth.

and clambered down offhe back ofhe tak. His knee gave out
Ther

view. He collapsed onto his backside and tore open his colar and

e o hodosoralytod o ogain i ol
e s vay,vas ll Abulasta i ik
Domemttetinem seo me s ue



He

again.Ithad been less than a minute, but ach second had been
like an agonising hour earing that he might be discovered. He.

towards him.
“Brooce! Arbulaster called o he maior. His second had done

ot

protectthat lank, He had o hesitaton in leawing Brooce in
command.

m
Yes,sif?
“Call one of the Valkyres in. I need 1o et back fo Dova, start e
bellingonhe nestphase, Ao houkd gt o i our
ten back a he capitl. | don'tknow where tat female's
rrboughierhos hoappeere o, she mighthav heard
omethi

T ey mighige i sicy
look on his second's face.
g oo iy B bl somoming s ey o

He foroed himself (o give the major  heartysmile. Pus. Ive gota

\aswrep Literowrd o
wd‘l\avmlysumnsed “Good show, si. Im sure
I\a{\ldmus\mewh Yougol?”
“Abulaster
e o s eep e kd o utoned
of

ncoct some refum celebration once he was back n safely
[

T e i ot i et b Vetie o
ofher sido. Don'twant o take any chances of i

kil .t vt s cong el o s o0

earch party and go afe

e Aodirabed o wibout irking. Theyljust
have towaituntl the Valkyre has dropped me of o come

o ooty ot amag onfis e
Hiniesr mea fora mmertandtren stoped .
sior oo llod a e bck Atlastrsighe

ey Fivon pargsai s ono o s o e
an hour's martch ateast We can'thave a bunch of buebells

ig
“Then send em outwith one of the ight companies in te morming

Jou e
back 1o Dova, Undersiood?
Yes,sir, Brooce nodded.
“Good. G, and Brooce?
Yes,sif?
“Don'tel the biuebels the change n plan i Imin the air”
ittt ulastr el he ogin s head car s chest

Teming ihe Gt ear. Fuiweﬂtyw:'s hehadsiood nhore.

i, s oo e rem e o cont e
waspone, or o fom e side @en sy sood beos i,

Twentyyears of war in the Emperor's name. Well this lastone Ho
owed him.

To Booth. No beter sergeant o protectyou fom your offcers. Heal
Toasted.

"ToBaon e aher rooprsarund e astedsnd drark
‘was a mued cslebation. Nothing to do with the dead. Th
vy, 6oz, il iy 0 NG 0 GOV Dk

hours rest.
For Carson and Red, howeser, hei fatigue would have to wait.

"Tha s Qo rour i reimen. sh R reporc
belowei

oo ok e, o Theyal irkin Vorrs

somehow puled tofl”
‘considered iL. ‘e Van A and her men in any danger?

They/se not stopped with us as they'e done before. They'e keeping
averylow profile wherever they are.”

Notfom s, sah. Theyd give ‘em a parade ifthey.
could. They'e saying that al Reeve had n his pockets were more of
them e skullrophes, foralthe roopers he was planning to

vy
“What about Gardner? Carson asked. Does he know?
“Holknows of it Does'tbelieve it hough.

fom Yo do e sam, . Hh ok eleast b ing
meintotak o him
Rihyoare,sah Le(s‘usl hope the tbellies don'tgo
digging around themsehes
Carson looked aboutthe diflerent camplires checking for
igh

commotion over on the right told Carson he was.



“Lar 1 Dive, Carson hailed him
Yoo halioo, ieutenant; Diver haled him back. He saton s
horse,lance In hand, nota stich of clothing on him. He did it afer
eyt Sameng s ceansng el some
cawalryahways considered themsehes te best,the most

T otk e i o such dorlopedali s of

el men o e,

 lance-corporal, about he health of doar
Conmioass Rowe.

er shockiis bod sady onitwe . Ao e
Do.
D et i bong eniorsd cartl hteer

st mbolaptchomiboomrambiy
Carsonroloeda facion. Should we ot b sending i back
toDow!

 Diver said, shaking his head and placing his lance
across e igns. "Thocapin, at s Capain Lodooter, il ot
e

mightwell ryagai
e cooner Carson sad, surprise
On, yes. Why, who else could haxe ordered Drum to o kil our

imoualkon We dontknow th how, bt we cealynow e
e, Take care andeepourpcker
o aatos wos it domonsiale somelindof
comecionvits e colonl. Tt meant ho ol hve o
Reeve away rom the regiment i he recovered, ifhe ever
“Rtsounds very promising. mam tming o e ensutor
your helptoday. ltworked out well encugh
‘Solong s Chsfleyossritopen i i san: R scowod.
“Orhave tioosened for i
“Wihydon'tyoucal im Mouse? Evenybody ese does.
s olamouse, sah He's arl’
i

ek e e oeid e ST
Red gunt mitally.

s rednss. ves repe b ot wimsy et e mencal
Dc-\lkuww sah, Rod said, dosed of.

i ine osay san
“1am oling you 0, Carson prossed.
“Notmyplace, sah.”
am making it your place.
X5 Dead e, ah, Cosyou'a e markamen.
am bttt ottt oycallm
Its
itisnt
Iés Two Guns, sah, Red said, his imagination unning short
Ralycoloe o 1 g mypatienc.Now i s 3 direc
order what do ey cal
il o et hpe o anish Cason hd never soon
ontis o Noulaow howSourfstrame s Lausnce.i
I i s tLamy?Laurie s nof Lol i g
oncug o et s 2y 15k ohs o ose
“No,sir. It Florence.
“Florence... Forence? Flrence Carson laughed loudly
“Bxcellent How exceptonal. From now on you must call me

ronce as

‘I prefer notio, sir. Out f respect”

“Red, ll never doubt he respectyou have for me.

Thank you, sir. But dict mean you, si. Mywife's name was

Florence.

Carson suddenlyfeltthe warm glow of theliquor recede.

Your wife?

Yes, sir. Forence Elsie Towss

‘Ididnteven knnwywwervmamw Showasntone ofthe.
wives who came wit us?7

o,

“You said her name was... She had. .. she'd already passed into
the Emperor's light”

"G, i Shovas a fhtas i when | iere

“Then whydid you's

Wol e sk b g o, sah R ccrmerted. s besn
twentyyears forus, but with al the ime we've spent taveling

forthem. They/re alldead, aron' they?
“Butits whatyou sign Up for,isn' it sah, Red cortinued. They.
font, i

el

home.”
S0 you leftwithout her?”
Had o-Thers ves noing s k. Noonestwrkinhe
ookeries,and ouldneve m myhand o g, Sothere
" e’ s wht ey sayin e fookres
e o e recnfing peciors new. 51 <hose sodenny M
s keptme fed. Keptme ko




base and she was given my pay.
‘And then this came. Back on Kandhar, back when we goton
W

acoount

Carson ok he paprand ooked s e fureat e oo,

I, Red, you've got quite  surplus

ocn s bate o o st
1. Carson started and then stopped. | don'tknow what o say:
fmsomy.
‘Thrkyousah Now sh sl osomo:

o Carson said and et himleate. Carson stayed putior

sl o ot o vack dou o .

e sal Intho signales et s tre commuriau bk
. noifing them of heilory. Abwiaster had, for

(General, and possiblyrepeated actoss the sector by he Voice of
Liberat

opyane now s fishedal bt for o ot

Broocs lookedup and sawLiutanant My O, good
evening, outenant”

“Justhere with requisiton orders, Miberysaid
conversationly taing a puf fom s long Gy pipe. ‘Going o

‘Good, Brooce replied without nerest.
Ay o i o 52, i o 100k & vina
probl. i Creorun tbyme? W' goagood head
solutons,
oo g e cheerteuerant I tha b he

the colonel
would have sent him away sharpish with a fiea in his ear. Broooe

had

sttt o i rose coseti im and el e had
led him running back o
o0 e ha e tobeane o hecolour uar, he

his adventures and the heroic rle he had played in them. Ater he:
was done with hat, Brooce wanled a egiment ofhis o, 1 buid a

o gavedaveybsomlhing nsic. Wi ain
m med he paper over 0 the it
T el depakh Cuaade Command, s rsace;
6601

(Coneatdtm ot coniman 3 Colon Avsosir FCW.
06V, engaged with a sizeable arkoid foros numbering several
thousand warrors al____on the Imperial panet of Voor. Despile.

fighting,

Inth ame othe Emperu, o ook and o e ElnorCrsace.
& the Emperor, il glory o His name.
ts verygood, s, Miberryconcluded, handing the paper back.
st ane ctal it
ime of he batte”

“Ofcourse it important. How many batles do you remember
thatdidn't have a name?
Mabary Boughtsbout it Wel rone come o i
d you normallyjust name it afer the nearest iown or
ook or s ks iybeen

Fuy?
Mo | respect 0 e, lrted
srsogon akcmsadecemmand eyan el aber exatle
‘hen toomes o namenct

‘wmynmmsmebemsmmsm < o

o o5 A pmor sped
G Graer? O R O Gl ey el
vod i him. Don' b facetous, Mt

tauenartmanogedok lcnion o e 4o
e o ot bl Vgr i 7

o g chuse e ueryexiames g
Spent Qi it of e i hron e et fom D, 0
E

places ersbo.. How dosedos (w0 be?
very. Brooos admitted. You know of the Batte of Defiance,

‘On, of course, Mlberrynodded, Lord Ferresley's reatest
oy s wmw\sws
ferwhy t was named afler a town thatwas over iy
lormeres o b s sha e e
Mabery searched i schlsecucato. | houghttues
because thatwas the place he spent he nightafer the batle.
oo, butwhy did e spend T right ars? fwas 56 he coud



i s Commander
s e, sir?
L

its
alilowintherodit afemercs. Sowhats e cosei?”
Mulbenyarched his thumb and forefinger across the map,
measungthe dsancos | mm Tike ither Eronkhorstspru o
‘Sohuins

“Anyihing e less. faswg 17 Brooce ventured.
“These mouniains here, hey'e ery cose by, she had a name
fortrose, Mt woudoeporct
oo et e fond nen reait again oo sure e had
read tright e frst i
" sho might have boon faingsome it sou et
Vledenant Woddyou car o read
e Nefeas Hhate vy oot hat?
Brooce Sireat i hardr s . ut by appcared

‘quffaws in every cadet stucing the regimental history.
Nulbenystll appoared confused, so Brooce poered doselyat
thema

“Whats this ono?
Mulberylooked where the major was poining, Thafs justa
Tes ust

shackreally. There are no people there.”
“High Point”

‘Orhighplec, s nota e, s ustadescrpton:
marking it down on the communiqué,
hovever e towrto e sanalerurostated e

Brooce's ace.
“Thank you,liutenant, Brooce said as he et ‘| do believe fs all
downhil from hero.



ul
Interlude

Okt e Tosing S5O - Oy
for o the Battle of Highpoint

b Fe. ble. Confined. t hed

butnow he fet cramped, constrained. The sachad shiunk,or
way, he:

ot
His nails had notyet toughenad, but st he managed 1o use

he sac tor

W spitapart

Hellked it e

like and he spatit out He was angrynow. He had never

wihit
bbed the soil in rontofhim and started shovelling great
handiis oft He did not know what was before him, buthe knew

through as well
He felta chil on his hand, outside the sol. Something moved
pastit sometiing light, just brushing over is skin.He fel hs.
mouth and thoat reverberate o a grow. He red to speak but
He spal

tis ime, and pushed himselfup with all his might. The op of his

headbyoke out e el e swesp v s haess scapand

arourdtis pinio car. Hopushed aganandne

o pbonh o e o
There was & urs thte. e was g i Croppels directo,

8blsconsd oadso)casg shcoutre o emergec. e frs
looked his wayand Choppa held sil. He knew i was bad
seen The o pulledsoming fom e ground o

e was outof sight Choppa maved again. He:

than him, he could tell. That meant he was smal. That meant he.

inodiecion hhadcome fom. K vas asilo . Ho
ook s frst siep et i
i seps werehaling s s he s and saggered,

H
sawhimbend down ardpul someting fom o grour. He

up, looked cioselyatwhat he held n s hand, then
oIy ol ko e neck o b g Croppa
Rear oo noise. T gurs was callng othrs o . Prhaps

bring him 10 these thers. Ohers would be coming here and
Tfhe

others then ho would have to be strong,
Ho took a stop back and owered himsalfbefind a thomy stalk.

the base. s roots were loose I the ol twais weakas wel. o
‘wenton again, ntrested, hen pulled, and it came free in his
hands dighty. Ti

behind. The figure blew on his object again and stood there waitng.
hi

weapon hard down on his head.
His enemy’s head jerked away at the blow The enemy whiried
around and snaried and Choppa struck him again. The enemy

more. This tmo, however, ho raised his arm and 5o Choppa's blow.

mre power fow.

hatwhrehohad ik e enemychead aliquid had pread
‘own midrifwhere he had felt the pain.
Vhevewa!nn\lﬂ tpre. Tstmearte vaswinig
iemy reach down o is g He well.Choppa
swungzgam i o it e e o i
nem/s k. Toocnemy honld and ol v Choppasced e




‘once more, twice more, a dozen times more until his face was.
covered by he liquid. Now Choppa knew he had won.

he body. Then he looked at his own. twas onlythen tha he.

weak A he had proved himsel the stronger here. The enemy's
‘hough.

bod i

twisted it hwas stonger.
Ho s o sialkanayand ook o onomys weapen as is

eirs 5 e s o ey ol wot kA
him. Was this one of the olhers that his enemy had called? Wihout
hesitation, Choppa tumed n the small one's
The smail one darted aviay from him nlo the shadows beneath
el s cancpyand 4 Croppa chascar im. e Gestre
campered trough knots and fendris atiempting 0 escape, but

into a dlearing, Thero wore moro creatures here. These did not

usingto chomp up the shools and knobs offungus atheirfeet. The

et moutssraped ol
oued, bt s heappeoached eyl umed o
e s weapon o ik e nl s S
keelod o anl e restof s kind fow o  panicand

the small one, bt now the animal carcass at his feet caught his

was notin s arms butin his ceniro. He fothollow, drained.

Instead, he had anoth

fled his cenire with s warmih. This was good

chasing him, but he was enjoying the meat 00 much o bother. The
small one was gone by the tme hed fshed. Hs head fat heavy

ad emerged and dug himself back into his holo o sleop.

hoppa sleptand rested, and then dug himself up once more. It
did not ke ong before he saw the small one again. Ho chased
afer him and again he led him (0 where e meat-beasts were. For

small one fefthim while he ate, uton the fourth day he stayed. That

tooka bite o the remains. Onoe he had swallowed i, he stood
before Choppa, pressed his inyhand fo his pigeon chestand said
Something:
“Knobkerre, he said
but Croy
dnoinow hat ho meant Ho walked avayas housh
d

him. Choppa was no longer hungry buthe did not ire as
he had before afle eating. and so he followed.

exer been. He finally brought i to the edge of another cearing. In
butshapes.

‘were hollow inside. Creatures that looked like his enemy, hat
looked ke hi
Knobkerrie poirted a
"By, hosaid.Then hopoiied.
e repatas sosbng ey Creppa it
respond. Knobkerri Setout towards the wllage and wanted
buthe refused.

Inslead

e disappeared back nto e ands he knew.
Owerthe days that folowed, howeter, he reumed o the vllage

order to determine how t bea them, but as he waiched tem more

of him besides anger, hunger and faigue. He wanied fo be

“That changed the day that Knobkerre appoared before him,

mes st uich Chopoacad row I v, o o e
vilage, but 10 somevnere, something,

along the ground. I knee was tumed inwards atan unhealthy
g andsoitcoud o s otng R ves wesk Chagpa uid
1eed 10 veapons o i Ho charced owards . repang e
il Thonowapant s Iselfupfom e ground s

Choppa approach and then scrambled

i caas s ol e e Vistaadb




and ook a grip around its neck, readying 1o rip its throat out

tinyscraiches on his face. Knobkerrie was attacking him. Choppa

hand. Knobkerie dodged awayand started 10 screech.
oo o
acko o newspoun i s o ves
g nsuccestly ol Croppas fngers avay O
oo 1o mak o il hon Kapkortio fow athim agar.
“Nokl i by Boss o il da by
hoppa paused, comprehension beginning o seep nto i
WelHnsuald ra ooblers now e s atton o e
new-spaun, scralching
omotel abose! Keomrte should t e nowspaun and

peinsth et .t vl bkerts begen o get
through to

D bos...Daboss..!henewsy rewspaun bogan osay o

Da boye Knobkeriesad, poining atthe newspavn, e
pointed at Choppa. Dal

s merewswmagleed andKoobleriebated .
hoppa o have him stand up of recnit. Choppa did so

e o Koereme's domestot ke supty Tho fankc
peace-makor swilchod in a lsh o the cauious horse-rader

prodded atits

boutt.
Jrybel

focused on the new-spawn's knee as hs paricular concem. He
probed it fioughtlyand then brought Choppa over.
Dokit; he said

Choppa did notunderstand.
Dokl DIt Knobkaris bogan o ank andhe mimed whatho

meant. Choppa followed what he thought the grechin

Gemanstatig, 1ok hod on e kneg an e cafand hen

st

Vs mouth
bitdown and swallowed, and then it stopped shoting. The look on

‘whatthe ok had cone. Chappa cropped h egand e e
spawn rolled onto|
Chonna sncerioodwha Knoberiehad done, bt did ot

weak. The weak got kiled.Ifone happened upor
Sronger By, you ound scmethng hat made vou svonger st
and then you iled them. Ho wandored of 0 find anofher meat-
beastand then retum to watch the wllage.

Knobkerrie found i a fow days later and fook him back o the
new-spawn. ftwas walking properly now and it was sironger.

were, forithad kiled one of them and was beginning o eat

spawn saw! ndm
aside, allowing Choppa 0 eat st Choppa did so, eveing the new-
Shawn suspisouslyand o oting o .

ook them 1o a new placs where Choppa saw the largest meat.

65010 harge, Gagpaand e Tew spawn tow rsles
ihe 5530 ooof e way 5 atack The meatoesst
250 afler Croppe, bt hon ound heneve-spawn Ginanaoniors

st buthis time Choppa onlyate a fracton and then allowed the
new-spawn o eat he rest.
He

Tock ora dub, sometiing ho could hold. Buta weapon could be
buton!

iftheywere under his control
Ofto one side, Knobkerie grinned in satisfaction as he saw

overio the carcass and stared to chew fastbefore the ofher
scavengers aried,
Wih Knoberrie's help, Choppa added a dozen more new-
spawns to his burgeoning warband. My of tiem, he found,
bou's to

ach. He would prove his strengih o them by besting e
combat. Then, a5 soon as he had his hand around Imwrmmab he

juripesindiveeivdmintontiininiviy

lised thal,
o mecame e onecf b reispams cane g o
were 50 many new-spawns now that Choppa had
ot Rensoinaing s ent pee bl o span Tefest
called Badrukken afler his knee, then
N ssbet s v apoutl an ereasing it Cnsagoen



refer o himsely, of course, and lo e rest he was always simply Da
s
This one hed called Krumpkopperd fr the great smack o the

vllage. Awhole bunch of them wer coming out ogeth
Choppa's frst houghtwas that ey knew about him. They knew

Wl H
would ind the st Krumpkopperd had seen them heading

the new-spawns ogether and went after them.
“They racked them down ol ar fom the dlearing. Theywere

onlyabout e

ugh, and Choppa was about 1o give e signal 0 atiack when he
o ot Knemrorie was o 9 S
oo cou sene i gags Ko stared s
‘where Choppa was concoaled and shook hs head, making a
et oratence

hoppa was roady for btte, but il o paused. Knobkerrio was.
amonget o, and Bt e e an i Byt

fusing
10the dearing and wlched them cach the meat bezst. They used

and his new-spawns were at calching the meat-beas's. He ook
pleasurein that
The vilage boyzran aflr the meat beasts for some time before

they had tethered and were cragging away. The gretchin

forwards and avoid thei sharp tals. Th vilage boyzand their
rophies gathered themseles together and then staried back. They

tred now. One or o of them were even Sporting injuries Incurred
ffom the meatbeasis. They were weaker than th
before. Now was the e o stke.

/s he party approached the path where Choppa was waiting,

budd
and tearing at s loash. The other grelchin swarmed over . while

66 the commotion and thatwas the moment thal Choppa
bellowed the chr
“The fihtwas over quickly. Th vilage boyz were distracied,

and found themsehes set upon as the atiackcrore the meat-

branedit Th estois newspas auncred hemsehes at e
fers, o on each one, fending away the vilage boy? blows

Pound they uick o viim i the now spawns’ K
Cho the last one down himselfas ittwew off e
‘wounded meat beast that had made a bloody i offs chest Once:

started once more demanding recogriion as boss. This one,
however kepton fihting and would nol elent scrabbing for
Choppars face,looking fo purchase. Shocked at s, Choppa

eoatceanut. Theseboy ol acknowleg i ey
would not make him stror

0k i cub and smashed nhe brains s oflyhaliver
number before the remainder hastened to
Cemeeninen Croppawas st o Seagyseapicios of
these orks. Theyeach bore @ mark, a bue dirce, around their chi

Heraiedhs cuband sl e e oy scamed on e
‘ground, held down by he news;
Choppa slew hem ll b 0 o o Kncbkerte mace o

5 h e Porhas, Choppe eesoned.cadd e s wsepon

ik Chopp hltfimuril s babbing sioppedandi

rd 35 slowlyand deliberatalyas he did. He

i oo S iy easp harmches wih 0 e, n 300
e did

50,1 gave is atest recuita name: Migkiloen.

ome Iooking for them soon. Wi these warrors dead, thelr
™ K

his atack.
He ld his small warband with s latest recruitsaight o he.




Idie, leaving their weapons scaliered around. Che
announce their atack,but ather an straightn withou speaking
“The bizarre speciadie caught the wlage boyzoffguard and they.

their weapons. Choppa managed to knock one ofthem aside

himselfa spear and ran one ofthe vilage boyz through while it

ved s head i wih a rock. Grfdreggen threw a net over @
fumbiing ilage boyjust as the huriers had thrown them over the.
eatbeasts.

" o ilage boyzoutsid wero naryvehlmed bt
couple of them were faster and managed tolay hand on their
‘weapons before theywere assaled. The noise of the combal
atvracied more o te ilage boyz fom inside the mounds and

told i that they had not all been sucoessul
Choppa ooked up fom the ilage boy he was biligeoning fo

i torso. The severed limb, st holding s spear,layon e ground

then siowy colapsed.

Behind him siood the argest ork that Choppa hiad ever seen. I
stood more upright, nearlya hlf a mete taller han Choppa. thad
notonlya blue circe on fs hin, butalso farlarger one

I
foutwood,

when itwould come tofight him.
The vilage boss hefed hs weapon and caught Choppa's eye.
imed he challenge and tumed to face hir. The other
combatsaround e zedoutand ol it as al of oot
focused on the fiht between the two champions. Choppara
Hisclband, o st tmo, hllred atlecyas ho oy

e b misaters e il el snbelot i i
‘opponents desperate stike had faled and he had disarmed
“The figh!, he believed, cicallyower,
butChoppahad not fnished.
Evenas the dub was leaning his hand, Choppa was leaning
forwards. ‘Choppa stared

torun. He sprang and barelled nto he boss as he Girced the
‘weapon back and smashed them both o te ground. Choppa

onto the weapon caught between them, He tied f lever i fee, but

press his hands into his face. Choppa jumped o his feet, gathering

thobladeandhon urd inth bo'schstand i
Screams began again as t vicorious naw-

SPawns Sek ot e opponenis an the massacrs began

e
fow who were not on condifion of hr ity 0 thei now boss. The.
new-spawns ransacked the mounds fo lems, aKing more.

Tood,
their eye. The vilage and the fungus fields around it were the enire:

ofthem all

0.
pandies etk wrs bey b o o Koatrie
appeared befor i, censed it anger. Ho e o dog
s ok i, bt chospa i vt
retoming o had Gefoat ha anoTis who woro

that i He

with them, he himselfoccupied the mounds.

e vilage oflen. He felta sense of ownership thee, it was a pize

come from the vilage, Migiieen and the few others, had also

mch o Knobleric's annoyance \alching gloen,Croppa
bagan nd the purposs of e mounds. Theywere

e A i e wesner e g wpen

rained theywere botior cover than a mushroom cap. The Carcasses

pen 00,
of the vllage.
Bitbybil Choppa and his warband centred their world round
the mounds kil

and ensuing thatal the new-spawns swore fealty o him. Choppa




huning patrols searching not only for meat-beasts but alsofor
more new-spawns (o bring back.
Even with the names, Choppa found himself beginning fo get

tohi
e could do something simiar, He discowered witin one of the
buthe

devse his own symbol, a single siraightine, a biood stipe’as it

checks. The onlyorks that did notwea it aflr a fow days were.

him who he was.
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Chapter Nineteen

Impact Crate, Tswaing, Voor pacification Stage 1
Day18

desconded.n e Colonl Atulastrvas aboar s Vil
with the ights of Dova n sight In e crater Wjor Brooce-

down.
“Tho low-hanging clouds blocked almostal the iht rom the

butit

was enough or bbuse.
“The colonel wasn'tthe onlyone looking towards his future.

iy nowors e ate s merly b poamble e Rk
bagan now. For where others looked Upon a batlefeid with pride,

s, syl be gatteredin
had not been promising. Nota great number of
men oo o, anhep oot s gy om0

ver their aluables. The Brimlock casualties ha
Concaniret i B crer, whoh wes niowunder b wokhtl
‘quard. The ork dead, el ey caried only e weapons and afew

burming. The vctry had been 100 easy; When the ictorywas 100

whe

redeployed as soon as the ast enemy ell and small knots of

sckders waro cught ot of poglon nd oo 1se were
battefields where Mbuse ate.

v o 41w iy about . Thers ha bon

refributon. Some of hem sunived . some of them dic'. Because.

ofh wanted a et
about.

‘was and he know 10110 Gross it Ho would endure being called
butnever thef. rec

recyck
e lhing He was a vtal part ofthe regimental ecolog,

Ho had leamed other ules as well. Never toke anym.ng youdo
kkoowhou s se. Ner byl ke anyhing you o
Yoo e s o e who o vl yourise s o
555 hx b shar. o o It one i paricuy
painful manneratthe hands of he widow Mrdoc and the sharp.

h

At tho next e, when he returmod coriain tems back  the now
‘widows, whilstsome of them ignored him and some ofthom spat

SAhm,oher wee el o e g ol

mighthave o relyon it hemsehes one derk day,and with hem
came the tact protection ofthelr offcer husbands. He realised he.

These orks had been very poor. Other orks they had fought

themselves, of course, but things they had looted. Eldar were the.
best Even apistl

o aworklr. Tl amotr wasonrusedn ol ol he
richest colours and d
aha boon' orosscampaig, o s st The

ot wers safe.Th ol ataced wih 1 decrt i,
Pavgh, slemerta, uts Nouse dscverec

their boc

Guard for good. But then they were besieged, and the eldar
sudd-iyqun ot ik ocics and et hem of fom any
Support




tossing the lot of them outinto the desert. Of even greater
annoyence o Nbuse was tal it appeared t have worked. The next
moming the ewels were gone and so were the eldar. Red had ied

aleocan fim o i
e brough his atetion back f the moment and started

inhuman as ever, and creptover (ot Personal efects, cas
Carimn foveloy. ey e 81wt someiog. et
Nouse or zizstaws nex of kin

Mimsa. Aheayhandlanded on oo
Jou,you it rat”
Nouse nearlyjumped outof s skin.
“Red! Sargel Colour he gasped. ‘Don'tdo that o me.

bo shol
bt vmw jstertohae arap | st e gtcston
mewayback. hoota man!

et i dosoton o Sreaonanor st
theftIcan.”
“Thoft? Theft? 1 was onlyreaching fo check o see if e was stll

breatting.
“Wiggle all you ke, Chafey. You wonit get ot s ime. The
You

ore”
ouse swiched 0. difeent tack. Then maybe other people:
mighthate a use for me about the leutenant
it proved 1 be a mistake, Nbuse realised, as Red smacked

uea\ it s o
et siopped aking and eloased s grip on e fortof
Vousessnlom: e lonkes it spocin o b ke
down again and, when it Gion' haopen hewondered what had
nspired the sudden change of et

et nepredt s he ek varbandsandng s sround

" undersand ou'sockingorm,euenan Ven A s,
g imin hedar
oo mmentashe s e s n hr s
i oo
ere was silence between them, il Carson finally entured:

to Commissar Reeve.

"We'v@ heard them. AVborjer bullet fom a Vborjer gun. s
natural o assume a Voorier would be shooling.

“Tknowits not rue.”

“lhink,liewtenant,you can st us to know he tuth of which

fomake ahabitof i
‘Dontba suchaloo g Carsonhided
yethe nest me we meet you vill b tying o il me and |

off. Donitdenyit, don'teven .
‘You don'thave fo fightus.”
, we do.

“The garisonis-
“The garison dossrit conosr me anymore. s the anes whall
come now you'e here: the missionaries and the wichfinders, then

‘Yourlaws. Your society. Not our
Mdoeenlmmbemwwms\slwsmmma

ol neverhae e chois. Yo an owned man uienant
You al are. The Guard purchased you with food and protection and
2o andagin You orthae anychoices.

i st e

efend u
o g, vt o, i sy i s gloy intis
tme. The Imperium is the prce you payo
i ono s e Inpanu. enent Treyeniorst

s stiow mamens o cory
eaing g, rety” Cerson quessed.
oo replied. | won' el you.

‘whether to beray me to your superiors,or betay thern for me:”

oorjers

the night They could not e spotied on e tail back fo Dova and so

the coast.Carson undersiood why theyhad gone, but it wouldrt
ate Byther

Carson knew, but she wasntgoing o wi.
however

broughthim the news that wo of his men were missing

gone. Whilst itwas not unknown for two soldiers to disappear on



than the two ofthem. Red must have gone afler Nbuse, and there.
was onlyone piace n the area that would have appealed o the.

1oy e rcoc d e, bt od ur e ere
toscour whateve ks remain down in tha
Koot et g et oot o o, oo

eyes poeled
“Wejor, Carson exctaimed, Those bluebels couldn't spota rail
Roussell

bum outthe orks, et my men and -
i Roussal, oo neriped oo uneredio

provide the escortfor the expedition
saon iz Carson sty S Rousssland
lapge; Gt 130 oo m oot oo Dol

e eycarny i ok vt b gt
Carson's anger was atracing the attenion of Brooce's own

rom hatho s il n ol of o sikaton a5 o .
caughtsightf anotr offcor sticing up fowards i

Whior, Sannoge aunchoo I atonc, 1 a0 epoc
attwo ot mymen are missing

Eokr B tnad acorcet g ot Cason
med upon e newemer i

“They'e not yourmen, mmoemeyremmevw“www
men! S5 6o agond Senios and Ut

icsamant Scesvaredshaly e, suprised by
auburst ol sepinihe o of Carsrs gre,
: ’

him. Yours is nothe anly ofher company isking s skin oday, we
will ll be going down there fo lear he place out. Nejor Roussall-

"I a damned coward, Carson said, but Brooce maintained is
tone.

him and he will investigate as far s he is able.

Sord o leeran, Serhopo rred nd bers arson
could object contnu
foeborrrimatiltbondtisifis bodicid

expedion.
oo s oybrow o oqest Thatshardy
ocossan;majr o e clis
Vet s aro mymen. I mustit.
Br00co shook is head, buthe replied. Verywell you have my
permission”
“Thank you, major’ Stanhope then tumed to Carson, and Brooce
nmselfiotacll om e i ookinthe ouenants s
nt Carson, | hereby order you fo proceed o the navel

searcing o e missing menas spproprice. Do
Carsondid, but he did notbelieve it He could onlystare at
Starho

“Mejor Stanhope; Brooce spoke p, ‘simplyarmange fo the
message 1o bo ransmited o Nejor Roussall. s entrely
unnecessaryto send the lleutenant outin person.”

“Howeter, major, Stanhope counlered, such a communication

and undetected, infomning he eneny o el eistencs and teif
approsimate ocation mightpul them atfar greater risk.
“inercepled by he enemy? Brooce said, incredulous. ‘The only

bang ogether!
Neverhel
a am usted

inmyorders
Brooce exhaled sharplyin iation but complied. Verywell,
major. tis your esponsibiity.

 having exhausted his patience and the time he could

s oot e inoneof e st gt s
Teuiing i aenion A h wen,Carson s

‘ofan ordinary ooper and, like al he rest o them, had two days’
h

was in focus.
“1m obliged 1o you. Carson told him simply.
e nodded a fracton. ‘Go:and find your men.

tont

himself. Five minutes afer that,he'd requisiioned a Chimera

squads. Neither Sianhope nor Brooce had authorised it but Deverrl

The iterbegen s prayer i e Chimera's machine-i. bt
then caugh he look on Carson's face and conder
ey ovaioternses i ot amand,



‘slammed the ignition control and brought the engine roaring to fe.
“They quicky found the tracks ofthe naval expecition, heading

head start, yet Carson directed the diver onio  diferent route.
Carson knew he could notafford fo calch p with the expecition
directy. Roussell could, and most likely would,just accept the

them, and ahead. Unii Roussell saw him, he was free.
Carson, looking out he Chimera's open hatch, peered iferty

Athis

strange shapes, searching onlyfor the dul greyof Brimlock
uniforms.



uf

Interlude

Cawnpore, 1201st Auxiia - 656 M41 - Year 17 of
‘the Blinor Crusade

Kl him He sat on his bed and cradled the distress tiker n his.
byone, which old

him his fellows were dead.

barrack. The doors were 10 bo barrod and no men were o be.

et was o, ol crdrs war fr 0 e

e ofcers of away fomtheir men
The orders were pointess, but Sanhope had tofllow tem

bar e door. Ho was the

then a ingle door would ot ot
Radlan o, bt coud ot sleep. Hehad ket i unforn

il Al
the barracks his margoes were taking, arguing, making he

trem Emporrdamn i, e atee i e Fo d ot
arttomov soamotre s
orders had o be.
et o o i, o room o iscraonin it I

otete ther
Years ey it st himas e s is suprors, s
Fankwas ras

Altre

was the dstross ficker
ke sorvd asinglouncion.fa parkcarcodo was ot

ofher means of communication had faled. Ho had never oven seon

s on

s fyou knew the context
5 o doubtin Stanhope's mind as to the contextat
£

The check.time had come and he had entered his code, hen he:

waitfor he numbers 0 appear.

frstdigis appeared:
203076

Thatwas the 452nd under Colonel Exton. Stanhope didn'tknow
him. The fcker hammered again

563139

Thatwas the 7315t under Colone Edmunds. Sianhope had met

Joung children. He prayed silenty for them.
557006

Thatwas the 1108th. Another ausiia regiment but ot fom
Nerguerte, from ice

commands at the same tme. He had known the man for years.

100120
Stanfope could not believe his eyes. Thatwas the 47th under
the fearsome Colonel Terrace. Everyoficor know i, he had

then anyof them coud.
“The numbers kept appearing, but Sanhope could notkeep

I

arounditto brylosilence it He could not pulltoffthe wall as it

his door.
“The alarm on hs chronometer sounded. ltwas revelle. Ina few
minutes his men were supposed fo be lined up outside in the

day. The men wouldn't have to burst in. He had to go to them.



Stanhope clambered to his feet. Aside from his bed, he had

o o epace heonehe ad sperthe gt n Ho
bt oo ofice e st it apperedon
chesks ard oihered il beshe o

The only weapon he had with him was his Wu\ars\dﬁam\ a
standand sue asplswl Holeto. kwocldntmak an

Then he opened the door and stepped out.
He blinked and
shadd his eyes wih his hand. His men were aready here. They
stood in slence, notin their ranks butin a loose arc around i
e Toystradstim,
e ought down th uge o gt for e He didnct

oot S Pager
Acouple of the margoes stood 1o one side and there he was. He

commander and second, Stanhope had never reated their
e

Bt

here.

to'tayopen. Even now, Stanhope did not blame him. He was doing
whathi e, but Stann

could notstand aside.
Pogedariooks oo e ol <t anc. wh
practised ease, drewit smootly, high ino the i
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Chapter Twenty
Impact Crator, Tswaing, Voor pacification Stage 1
Day 19

Wih Roussell and Carson away on their eands, Brooce

interupted the Blinor Crusade. Malberry and his sappers fook

this expedition. Their squads descended inlo the verical pit the orks
had dug,in order o asoertain the best detonaton locatins, both at

the botor
e

platoon of Guardsmen fr each for protecton.

other Tooked a ther
with eny: They dropped down info the earth with flamers, grenades

batte.
Thoi ecaton nod ot oboncct Tho s, uhen ey

had

N of o ha o e mand  utons. et it o

‘while their sappers gathered furiously comparing nofes. they

dead orks,real ork

whel

Seen. Endless cavers of desiccated bodies, fullyrown orks

iy T gt o G Conm e
. Everysingle ork that e 11
Pt e i e own et 1 B Sl oo

back

ere, bl n truth eleved not o have o endure the
rodous i twas afrthey nad cescanded again it Sarope

“Private Siones?
‘Yes, major?
Walvih e a uhie; Santope ofre, Barks umped he

T el omiri Semmope pooon. ik dadie
perecnsinc, reminded m of ot an ffa houl .
napd e hosdngorh e Ino o comersanon
‘NmAustneMyassw ned. New o evnhing. n' ra ighk?
I
o010 0 8 o Laats i o0
can size up a tactica situation in an nstanit.And you haverit

called me or any other offcer s . You'e a man with a mystery
abouthim.

Blanks considered t.

"Then  suppose that makes us even then, he replie.

Stanhope looked at him,

our prate soldier’s unforn? Blanks explained. That sword

well
Stanhope looked outacross the crater, There's no mystery
Jboutme, Bianks,

Vel never d

Sarfope acaaor a e moments. Wereyou at Cannpere,
Blan

Miantinon:

Wel, I vas. I
there for the mutinies. | was there for what came aflrwards. Thi
sword, Stanhope reached down b the fel-cuter on his hip, | was

T perinoun o ves oo ek et a7
“The Brimlock auxiiar
T, Sormope g 3 halow g Thslee f askod ory

e
Bk shvuggedas 1o saythtahrs aprions wareno

el
We oo hem on their o, Sianhope descrbed.
per

‘even. Once we'd taken it we renamed it afer our saint, then we
tmkmmvmsntnﬁghlmnuvwau e you know he strangest

owwhat he would say? He would sayhe was gratefl
Tt Yo know et WOl Sy Hewould sayhe wes grlofa or



e e v oo 2y1e and contemptas well.And
el oyt ordsus s gt
stayed quiet Ssnhnve m decided o take him nto s
contiancs o 4o
et mytsomon. Sormps cninued. The 1201 lwas
acapiinintre 3 when oyoflerd e Notonlymy
majorty,but the command of a regiment of myown ol

ck rom the auslia; d be stuck tere, branded a ‘margo offcer’,
oo mase tomcko e foer e tears ustwmed
command. Theyd be myregiment, the 1201, Sianhope’s Own.
Again ho paused as the memories came back fo him. Thay
the most

Jorious, of mylife.
“The fel-cuters were known before us, hey were legend, but we.
virsthoons tatmade hoegend live again. For the roopers

e hank o when thy vereyourls
i hyve were

darkening. ‘Cawnpore was @ mess. It was a orress word, a whole.

fobled an armyof men. But Crusade Command, Elinor himself
"

half-dozen of ther llied worids would surrender. They'd see how.
ch punhrent i amiescoud ke and el amerge
clorious. The assaultforoe certainy demonstrated e
urishment They el shortat e vy
n Brimiock regiments went n o reinforce them. Two

Elinor, hat o threw every single regiment he coud pressure,
bargain or bribe from the others nfo that posonous place.
“Eventually ho got hs victory, butwhen we dragged the Kartha

counted, even Blinor baulked at the cost. Needless 0 say the
Karthadasim's allies were not overawed. Elinor cancelled s

s beigceigned sentardes oo 5 o o e
warzmnes as quicklyas we could be ferred

leave. s the 67t under Colonel Cami
Corioas e v hod o e o bcsass. O e dy

o charge over a minefeld. The paciication was aimost over
Everyone knew it Tho whole atiack woud have beon melova
Cmichadh o would el Fighor wong. e ocers

nd

Carmichael gave them the order ofire.
“The men did nofing. Carmichas! 0id them then that he wouid

- mwum
‘Carmichael would ottt rest, however. He had been defied.
Ho ordered a platoon {0 round up e fring squad and put tem
under artest, ready for execution. Th first platoon hi rdered
fused to o,

efused 1o arst the men of the firing squad.
Carmichael found he had run out of men and so he fled 1o he

roopers. The storm oopers went n o destroy the 671, butound
i bracks desered. T ek Some had gonecui

Guardsmen and even oficers. So many regiments were fere, so

conceal i past
“Tho storm troopers went hurting or those of the 67th who had
stayed ogether, but here weren't enough of them o cover the
ground The Bmlock general ardere e st of us o bobrovght
in,

around te planet, 0 alintents deaf, dumb and bin.
rumour went around thatthe 67th had established

Guardsman who ame othem woul be fooofis iy oire
Emperor. Men stared disappearing rom the regiments.

reasure rov, the wealth of an empire thatal he defenoss of
Caunpore had been designed o profect ftwas alie, but it was

the ingleader. Hacher, is name was, hough tat selfwas.
snotertae Tere v o acte nine 78 ayoberary
regimenton:

o teaen: arka suddenyspoke up. s o  Karthadasim

et doss tmean? 7 Sanbope ssad
Tocop,
oo and e contuce, Hewas b coordnator
hort em. ‘obviously, a pseudonym o profect whomerer wat
lead




had taken tem. Whenever Chimeras broke down, Hacher had
He. it a oke, a aior, a hero al

“The ineviable happened. One of the 671h tumed and exposed
much ofheirnetwork. incuding the location of ther ree-port e
g

1o Vioer hoid do o siop s
oriatigh orying s st oo, oy i sk
ke, every regiment he could .

poc

during the night.
all. The men had multinied, kled theiroffcers and gone (ojoin
Hat s cause.

“Mymen didn'teven waver. They came out. Al o them. Every
man. Exen the injured, even the bed-ridden came out. leaning on
heir comrades, some of hem were even carried. Bul hey wanted o
be there. Theywanied to be couned. They wanied me o know they

o
amongst he, Sub Pagedar, he had known | had stayed awake

ther
itto

long as the Emperor and Saint Nerguerte gave them breath.
E Be

plan was kept separate. None of us had anyidea what the

iEgent roundus e dong wher ey woude Vonhad
gencesincommand mow wheth

eyt o o i T s

fotnegonrassif. Wymenwore o atack o |
e wouid be one of e frstin; twas so carlyin the cay. |

o regmene oo upan ol Kumedatital e

fow'olear s, Eerygun ey hd was e onus, Wl cters
surged nto e kiling ground because | tod them

d
altude tht realsed what our ole was. We wero the diersion. |
ied 0 order mymen back,tried to get them away, but they kepton
adkancing, Theywere fllcuters, no hesitaion, no rereat. That was
‘whathad mado them such a

s sl o s, ok o1 st e e eacion
team came and

Siannope wer it nd Blaks nyada ueston,

And whyhad the general keptyou

e looked s et e i ht e

He told me he hadr' hought aboutt much, that maybe it s

pack of margoes.
‘And Hacher?
“The storm troopers gothim. That's what the general said. The

o
person named Hacher had made himself he figurchead o the

reallyexisted? Meaybe he did, maybe he didn'. Meybe there was a
domnaltrem il usg a sigerame o yand o anew
Iognd Porape vt sty he gonerland Elnor e o
1o scratch exery last memory of Cawng

rorbet] moug et e P 1 e e vorst
forme,butor e s th e hororcame ar: Hachervas
one e foeprtvas buried,but it abutal hosechrer
regiments who had refused 0 atack?

many more wer there fo be punished?”

up bythe tanks in their charge o the crater, hat hiad choked the

engines. Fofz had tred ofswearing a and was nowworing

ngis bl Carson o tepiwath
ere was nothing he could do. Short of abandoning the
Chimera entielyand ordering them (o proceed on ool which would

an nas e cvrsvored aroun i
this what twas going to b like, he wondered,
yeogione fnalyok o and o030 e o
e Justi0rceie and nevr 103t 1 twas, it s o e
forhim Ho weuldend i nimsallf oenamycaud. TRaee Sl

e coudbe stro e beegcered hak o s ey
wouldntextracttheir due
eyl ot el . A had s ight, heright
ere, Toenyors offgng bt o many more hd s o
back home. The dating of even's in a galaxy where




on one world care thal another world has twenty-four hours in day

beg nightends. Their seasor

d
fardistantstar. The communiqués fiom Crusade Command were

Crusade began. Theysaid wenty years had passed, but whatvas.
that back on Brimlock? Ws the same? Five more? Ten mora?
Fifty? Abundred?

Cnsads Commend el you st b
ieress, Theywanisd her common man e conecie,

et ey et Shenti fom e e
home and those heyleftbehind were il ou here.
Theyre all dead, arent they. Those were Red's words. And tat

thosuiorsofanam; ey wero e sunivrsofanrire
geneaion Ho waid o ghoupa singleon of e and e
Sonk o nyaho oo o oo e
"Tho angine sputered back o s withan cat o Frazand
Raicntmatier, hough, o

Theywere going to be 0o late.

the restof e men.
“Vihy did you el me that?” Bianks asked as theywalked.

am the way | am. Yesterday,you ollowed me up Acom. You were
Thats nght isnti

b pled

iy heinconguos mentsir ho g

Yes, wa

‘\mmwmauamwslwu Andthe frststepin thatis you
beng oot

ek you Banks replic: he i notknow vt e 052

oo Sanhope sad and sirec walking agan, ut Banke
stopped him.

“inhat spi, major perhaps there is something | should tel

Stanhope tumed back to im. The Innocence in his gaze was
gore.

100k them.
What?'
Tt sty uso. Tosoleaes. ook hom anddstoed

Sharnopo aped slatt e
Blanks shrugged. Doe:
Trenuiy? Sanhope demanded
Blanks conlempiated i for a Second. Because | would neer
allowa soldier under mycommand o go nto bate whilst
Intoxicated.

“1m ot under your command! Sianhope dediared.
“You're certainly not nder your own, Blanks countered and

foryou, major, in everyway. You want o fust me, ten tis s partof
it The rest of em, Carsaon, the colonel, tieywant you outof your
T

not’

tobe
worse mechanical breakdowns than he had.

His andhi
pilots bodies were st bound within their hamesses. The ground
t

foforgenew o ontr Gt osetiotho grou
eon it amie ety o ot whet ho s
looking for. The impression of a ing hat had been removed, and

g
‘would have mor fikelyyanked of he entire finger o even ar, the
looler had boen a human.

Now he knew Mouse had been here, he could guess that Red
had been there as well. He looked trough the ground. There were

partyhowe info view.

Biterleat. Second Lieutenant Carson had been placed under arrst.
2
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Chapter Twenty-One
Impact Crator, Tswaing, Voor pacification Stage 1
Day 19

rearmmpsnmem of a Chimer.
nole of your fesiings on the subjectalready,
oot oo st ey
“Then et me out of here 5o that | may etum o mymen, Carson
saidinstom one tat ataced 0ok of e fom Brooce
“lcantdothat’

Yes, you can; Carson shot back it even greater itaton. You
e o sty
“Yes, youre right Brooce agreed, sy ‘| could rlease you:
hower, choose notto do so. And do you know why Fm choosing
notto doso?”
rson knew exactlywhy. I's because, even though you know

mﬁmes area pie of stk
o hterant P Brooos uthimof s becauseof
o o

i whol egiment?
s your reputation as a iler Brooce snapped. “‘Akler ofyour
fellow oficers. How many has itbeen?
‘I donitknow what you'e alking about.
Ao dosling arvors”
maters of honour, and how are you, Roussell
ortho ool manyposlionto udge e on ose”
“Captain Blundell?
He was kiled by he enemy, Carson asseried.

ero o onant, woul ot show o0 much irstin
C«:mmssav Roeve’s wellbeing. tmay bo misconstr
s wondarniat was why e colo ot oSt
i eiiacs et spred i
reply
“Letme layitoutfor you, Carson, Tell me what you k. This

fleroe loyaltyto hs men, is hot o the pursuit of o he has lost
He's then told bya senior offcer he despises that he m:

when he gave you that order, you stared o pul one ofyour
pisiis on him.

Vi i et i e, e ot o

pull " Carson srrtod T bolaidoutmbo
iu»gus it seking hole s cest
sk head sady You dontunderstand, Cason ts
sonimants o 5 hose bathas ovyohet oot
owit

her
el over the coals this moming for leting ou go with the
(Chimerain te frst place. Theyal hink youlre out o kil them.

than apaltrycompany.
I cantrelease you, Carson, Brooce continued, because exery

Carson couldntbear t look at Brooca anymore. So, Im to bo
sactoodon o oo o Subpon
“Notatal. Brooce replied. A5 00 a5 we get back 0 Dowa, the

and the charges wil be dropped. Amisunderstanding. Afer all, he

pehaps heve e aerionof ofers dose o her goemor, Dont

cose s ot e, Carson oo oe i
lans for e re, and prtof hose pans woIbs
demonsirate thathe couid control ild offcers ke him. Verywel,
but have a pric.

“Tris s nota negotiaton, listenant, but go aheat

Rieassond e o e o0 o spins any
ofhers. Give them the st ofhe day o i out what hapy

Brooce considered s response carefully. Colour-Sergeant
Towser s a sad loss, and mywife has spoken very highly of Prale

ey,

T i, tere itis. Do you el
expectyoud find them alive n anycase?

Mouse oked down outof i cage s e kst rkwarend
atthe encampment ftwas th thid one to appear that
i
“Their iefain, is skin daubed blue wih paint, a bone stuck




head. He was a full head taller than his bodyguards either side,

behind
he

discomiont, hower
ofher warbands with great dstrust.

‘would have been at each other's throais on the batlfied. Today,
though,

blus faces, the ones with black war-paint around theireyes, those
who draped themsehves onlyin bones and had broughta giant

Stipe down across one o
Even within these main disions there were dozens ofdiferent
warband variations, markings Inyellow, black, whie,red, bue.

Uik the

blueace,thy i ot iy minge, bt satin el rups ey

ata moment’s notce o hurl themsehes atone of

s T o o e s el e
‘Whatever was holding them back, Nbuse conciuded, must be

o g

was going o restrain he blus-face chiefiain, howerer.
Hohoaded Syacpt v aronche don s s Conto o o

lsiradsrun 1t ey sppec s ss o passedand
disappear

o was ota st fwar ghen uch ateonin Guard
inducion. Command knew tha the vast majority of opponents
viewed capives as good onlyfor enslavement or consumption. The

eihertorture and sacifoe i he name of dark gods, o being

congionsunil o astunce s g fom i
Guar ocine, rercee adrlyonosaghteerd

Insncion'n case f capure by 1o Gy e ik, Mxs

considers, ot o et s, ata s achernco o G

Soma reason Thal must mean hey wanied someting from i

o

bargain then he could siayave. lwas @s simple as hal.
ings were notso simpie for the ellow occupantof his cage.

ot d

ther
trem oo hoywoul vl e bace o i Th
obviouslywanted them fora purpose. Vihatever it was, Mbuse knew
et e o oo o i

it
i butonly
o, and ool e ood e e o e e,
s
et et i, o men; e whsperd.
commotion around the den. One of the red stpes.

him and a halfdozen more red stipes follin behind i

Toa o oo s shoutnginfis oar.
Wake up! Wake up! Wake up! Wake up!

necks. They pulled Nbuse out and then slammed the cage door
shutbehind him, Veking no atlempt o lead him, one of the red

He coughed and splutered at such treaiment,then curled up.
Serint el ot himsll oo ok t .

a glance around him. n the murkyight he saw that he was

100 0 en0s inferos, e rest with a bland expression of
airet. Mok nine aro e bo et Lucroro
it whatsoever and carried onlyan almighty metal ceater.

Mouse scrabbled o his feet,yelping in profest

steps, then sprung around as he sensed the orks befind him. He

He elta solid, slightly spongy, hand carefullytake hs. He tumed

fascinated byt
step belraying a sightimp. Mous etit xplore is hand and it

ke tback
screamedin pain and dragged his hand away fom the.
omsduk)wes crdingitn i ams.Fnoerow umble

Ot it o b\anhsed “You donthave to hurtme. Just

dngrtidniireqhiccoishefriive peinahes
eyl v gt b Thered




lasgun above its head. Itlooked to the big ork and the big ork
nodded. The red stipe held out e lasgun and gave it to Mouse,
and the ot orks started watching him agin.

“The big ork,
boss, Mbuse reaiised,

red st e ;
or

bawing athi

small space. The red stipe fll growing fo the floor. The other orks.
inth il veronieresied row and al weri o each for he

ot Alreneiun

Aoy end fom behna i wrenche o s rasp and
then started passing it around the others

“Smak the warboss dediared, and the olhers paused and slowly

f sgged el
ac0ss o varbossand en prosanid s iy T
tored

agerand plcd mcorol i o Mo T e v
s and s stof o oot e denbegan o s Agin
there was a chorus ofnterest fom the.

“Thowarboss Limed roud.Beind him, Nouse sawa banner
0 Sheedind hogroun. s head s e, anober

he tolem, almost as though itwas an ofierng o the gods. The
fotem glowed a dull red and Mouse srifled th distinctive acrid

e it

Sill nothi
e, and this ime the orks all made a sound of near agroement.

massive har
Ve Chuppa itsaid. Na Choppal Andtlet the pieces fall o
thegro

AValkyre flewin Mibeny's munitons, They were loaded into
Chimeras and feried 0 he pit. Broocs ef the roopers long
ough forthe sappers o ay thei charges and then, afer aery.
‘Mlbery
pushed the detonator. I an instant, e efot of te Sone.

this place vere annulled. Likewise, the infefe had

o ot ierad cfsanos fonos oy sioncee
Itwias notower. ftcouid never be over with the oks. The whole

continent was infocted. Iwould have o be waiched. The Voorjers

th and then, i a fw years, twould b the tum of their chidren,
then their grandchilaren, and then thei great-grandchidren afer
et And,

that could proudly add teir strength to the Brmlock audlia. Whether

stay.
‘Shold the Voorjers not appreciate it notweicome the.

hen t

separatsts at the pointofthe sword.
Tstwes onestphise,Abuastrioa B Kt
Carson had guessed it and 50 had Van Am. The ger

theyjusthad o take i frst

had remained the guest of the belrayed Captain Ledbette, had

h reg
ambulances. Theyheaded out frst, along vith the pitfl remnans.

dloa
a tha did not ind iself ransporting the wounded
contained onlya single passenger, with tvee quards. Nbjor
Roussel as i n s imlementatonof Qard doctine
ing tho capityof Socon Lisutenant Carson. Roussel did

column. Carson's company were banished o the far rearguard
where, Roussell considered, with some luck they might never even

itback.
Nost ofthe Brimlock 11th, however, cared nothing for the enmity

the future. They had sunived where s many million men had not

“The jungi
them s a nightmare of gloom and danger, would now be
remembered as the seting for  great vtory. and when Priale
Heal began to hum, he found he coud do so unintertupted, fo there:
was 0o colour-sergeant here 0 quiet him. For aimost al of thern,




twodcades ofherdpand horor et ey had echeed
there was anyusiice in the galaxy.

L

bout the fut
nepast He was  Bimlock Dragoon bough and troughs he
dicnt

T ol

e
s 50long 3 hs oud sl it ha. ok he -
laser and pull e b
"Tho Gerd had ghe im alot.‘Sane, stea rscder the
Wel,

longer than running with the rook-gangs.
Bake

oywere ot s e backintre Gt o,
eiher, hat their commanding offcer

e o be macefom e conodence
163715 T thre i een  proper ok roirt,
vo heywars consolaecatieast Berycompar s

Chimeras ewhele et was a Ao o, Akt

vl Bk shoued suddel.Acing an st Eovers
agerngertv

At o i o, ks by rabin v
‘Chimera onez2ro o Chimera zo-fue. Tabr, you e on fre

Bowler wisted to see. 1 was fue, there was the unmisiakeable
redgayortames omingfom e underside of e Chimera

ahoad wori offthe trai, butran out o oom
s oy v e Bk o e ot iy v
the st ofthe ransports to hold posiion and caling Mibeny's
Serinels back.

Bowler piled out the extinguisher, cracked the halch and

He hammered

ontho i e dver cabn
cor, gt ouraso et
-appeared, eyes wide, at he windov.

“1Knowthat” Bowler raned. ‘Got out and help!
Youtsonfio, e sl
e/ Bovor el
o Tobo raeate. You
B o s v et oloch i hlmet

tumed around, and trewtto

the ground.
comng fom underisChimor
‘God-Emperor, he whispered. Tabor was tying o fight isfre,
butitwas o
“Tho woundedr Bowler shouted athim as he grabbed the
extinguisher he'd discarded. ‘Got o wounded out”

h He looked back

He looked ahead and saw someting hal wouid haunt him for

il tiintivrelrieiet bt
Muibeny's blackened corpse sl stock upright at he confrols.

n e jungle, Choppa lowered his totem and the red ight that
‘glowed from tade. s job done, Choppa raised his ceaver and
Toared the charge.



&
Chapter Twenty-Two
Ambushsits, Jungio Trail,Tswaing, Voor
pacifcation Stago 1 Day 20

The news came trough garbied over the voxreceiver. Mo
Roussell v 9

under atiack. The Crimeras at he head had been halted and

hometike creatures infohalches and through vision sits. A

forall companies to aduancs and engage as fast as they could

theirweapons a itle ghte. |t had been too early o tink of he
future e al. The orks of Tswaing had one [astick up their
B

comparlyadvance o the quick Then twas Colquhoun's t, but

company o halt No sooner had he done so, tan Fergus, behind
him,did ikewise.

Ho strodo quicklyalong the length of Fergus's companyand
discovered the two capains here.
it in Marguerit's name, is the hold-up? Roussell
demanded. The column's under attack!
“Quiet” Fergus shot back. Neither of hem looked round at him;

was how thelr men
i Gy ety oot oo rebly

“The teror theyinspired, i their owr men as much as the eneny.

Datparm
o pohape e ainfuenced Roussell Coarinen
o g e Fom i, bt s
discover what had caught helr atntion
"ertinkso Feuys asked s flow catin ity
For cerai
ht? Rolsse d
i ok Ihem:me\ comersation. Boh rose and
s s rion
“Sorgoons ot e mon i net

“Weapons rea
“Bayones! Bayonets! Fixbayonets”
o
Roussell

feltamoment of paric.
Fim up3ermen malor Fergus id i, Thys coming ko

Forspitsecond Roussell varied o demar e poper

he heard the noise, the umbiing rom the depths ofthe jungle,
whictmod e bl
Frasiened backiois men Tho urgenyclhe peparaions

ofti s

cauton thathe had formerlyrequired fom them.
" Gotin ne ho bavieda hem. Rsacyweapons! Fixbayonels!

Betind hs company, he saw Gomery's men quickly ollow suit
and, behind them, Rosa's Grffons haltn confusion. The chain

man swiflylook the lasgun from his shoulder,siammed hs.

trioade,bitascors fmencarsed dumping o e
arapors 058 o setamsshes e bour of
Tartrancing e
oo ot of ot v inues oy obo

e Gl romn ocercoser. grew o
continuous olling thunder that shook the vines and the leaves. The

wasn'tai
theythought itwasn'tjust Theyhad survived thei il batle; hat

“The Emperor surelywouldn'tal
nimals burstfom the jungle, wailing cratures disturbed from




exen as theyscutted.
“The thunder grew deaening and Roussell glanced befind him,

1o the jungle to the south. Not single gun was pointing in that

bounced at him fom everyside.

Emperor, he muered fo himsel, et Colquhoun be right
Colquhoun was.

“Blessed Marguere, what are hose?” Roussel gasped as the

died or no,exery man brough hs weapon up and pulled the:
trigger. Huncreds of as-shots bumed into thei raging, wil
stackers, buringhe eremost Those bfindskmbied o i
. butconnued olng vt e g
Cieriman: g ryoals
ey no e T wis ot harg. o asampede,
Athousand, wo thousand, squig-beasis were being driven info

i maddened, tea

collapsed atonce, the shous of sergeants lost boneath the
bellowing of the squig-beas
Ingoldsby's company, ahead of Colquhoun and Fergus, was

column. The men were taken completely by surprise. The closest

her

those that el with the wicked Gaws pon thei feet. Those men on

the far side of the column could only hear guturalsnorts, rips and
fllows.

hod,

human barrer beforo them disitegrated.
Fergus and Colquhoun's men fared bette, fring a blinding rain
oflight Everyman fred as quickyas he couid, butn their

began o fa beor

tograbat heir iggers a second ime (o fre. Those who had

grip,butthir rapid shols singed the squig-beass' flesh insiead of
b
s tried trowing grenades: some shortmed thom and

beasts; ofhers, in their hury, did ot bother and a fowgrenades

and Guardsman allke. The uckless Priale Schale fossed is.

i Thegeradefewiio b s ganngmout which e
overhis head, toeth chomping down on his forso, before:
delnnslmg Kiling h il ¥ooperand et v
their mved intemals.
O ebere Racaaal ke, Ing s sevtog o bucke The

hemmed in by ofhers cither side and so could onlycontinue to
throw themselves forwards. Even as they were struck, helr bodies.
i

ough.
R

squigbeasts offto he side.
e oxin Roussel's carves  cacoponycf il
d scroams. He tied t contact Brooce for

it
One wayor another twas the end of im. Butthen somowhere
e,

fespos o gam s o o ol uarmorod
orm on your section'’ He tvew the order into
madorem oG b e S o e e pdng

nstead,

men of the front rark dived nlo thern.

The company’s firing:
with their fontage so diminished, but her shofs pushed he

conionled by these dusters ofsieel or e dark jungle beyond,

he jungle, and crushed ino the channels.

through on either side, pressing a dozen men info he space
previouslyoccupied bylour, kneeling, crouching, packed ight
together




‘one cluster. The force of the blow transferred through to the other

like acork fom a wine botte and was rampled underfoot. st
‘Gne clust

e e it Grcsmen bt s o coseypecked

O Roussell hauled i stackframe o op of is Chimera; fom
treronoadachano o sco andboseenby s mon. Thoguards
e had posied inside the vehide o waich Carson had had the

resantactmindi o o e ik aeerandsoma ot o

omnmetes betueen he eiceand e unge o acamel

o nooussmellofderae sy e sk im as e
lambered forwards. The men in he dlusters saw 0o, The dlosest

the tank's hul fose furher away stood no chance of unning

tampede and dived fom dluster o luster, ever coser 0 the.

Chimera, ke cildren leaping across stepping siones.
Bofind him, Roussell saw that Gomery's men were ina

inallysnapped. He hiad noteven drawn hs gun. instead ho was

he whole attack
Itwas nearlydone, however. Roussell ooked ot o the south

He fred his pisol somewhere nto the mass, the sound
of the ischarge lost beneath the hiss of buming air rom the
Chimera's las-fre beneath him.

beasis, a dark groen shape running on alfours in reir st Ho

18 amon e ecrts b swees hem asceahd eactint s
clser punding Gcing o bing e apped me
o reaised. oo gaps amongst

savages who had started the stampeds and drven the beasts
straightat the Brimiock column. The squig-beasts were justto
m s now e e s
The s were ucking dongaspee, keopng lowon il
furs. Tharoan s cogor & s spbteccemat i &

o
and brought bone-breaking blows doAn upon them with lubs,
cudgels and ocks.

‘Welldamn them all, Roussell decided. Anork leapt onto the
ohi

the head. Anoher with a stone hammer smacked the Chimera's

hand o the scorching red bearn.

reginis blanco, i og fued o boyim. Ho'ol oo
his back, is pistol gone, and looked down his body o

ool bod sinec oo Hossa e Wrgori, v oo
that's agony. He tried o say ho same, but e words wouldn'torm.

ams feltas though they were imprisoned in ice.

“The grey skywas blotied out s the ork missing a hand leaned
owrhim, ito s face. Then it stood, grpping the javelin to
hold him steady, and his lastsight was a heavy green fool
slamming down upon him

“Hold! Hold, you milk sops! Forjazberated his men s another
band ofork warrors with the istncive red vertical tip d

consigned o the rear, had escaped the brunt ofthe stampede. The
orks coming afer had not been 50 obliging.

e si
bt

back. Then Rosa had been overwhelmed ahead of them and the

fold n. Only Fm'K's wild intenenton had preveried the formation
being shattered.

exery paich ofhis skin. His chest et as though itwas being
Squeszed ina ice. He had already retched up exenything his.

there. s aim, at

il stoacs
he shatit, he sawanother, he shot that H

there.
Blank ched

back every time the barelof his lasgun wavered offtarget
“Hold! Hold! Forjazcalled again.
How bloodylong for? Blanks muttered 100 loudy.
Foriazheard it and tumed on the insubordination.



‘Whatdid you say, private? he demanded. He onlyrealised as

D Fow otylong for,sereant ks sz e
i lasgunagan
comersaton vas then rendered impossite s Gardner ot

the burst
Rurving s Onlyons can fr i ane's frishod! ha
reporied.

Booth dead, Red: blydoad
as well,Carson arrested. Why did fate decroe that he had o be the

weredead, e same number wounded b ghiing on. The
I

al Feqazs foet  Banks s cvenifed et
We'se gotto move! e sai
oo liors e e o
The orks made another rush, hooting and waving their clubs

ot
with hvea or four at once. On of the orks endured the pain and

i
stcking thard info he ork's orso, but the ork koptreaching

Blanks struck, his bayonet punching through the ork's throat Then

more. Thete were no arders any mare kwas everycompanyfox

[
v gotto move Blanks shouted again

i Gardner inferupied. Laf's getback. Getoutof the
il e s Ao oo n bt
1 was b Faeznen e e Ging s 1 Toers
vergotsupposed o dscis, hoyvorsuppcsedo ooy
“Sutyour aps! he bellowed, but Blanks ignored him
 aloe cahiop oo aas el Bk counore. 03

Fororahus ainctylp awey Noanas gong smhere! Ho

torescue them, and Blanks had a lan.
Blanks s100d upall the way and faced Forjaz Forfjazhad a

e, ontwant bt o Pz, e sl A oo
vento gt

have an offcer, he said, and he reached down and
hisd Serpepeio o ot
Nowitall itinto place in Forjazs head, how cose Blanks had
made imsel o Sanhape towhe'dlooked cur i, go i
sstingcutfthe palm of s hardHo cou never e cone that
i, Carson, b a s s Carson vies oo Boway.

from his torpor. Wihat do we do, major? \What are your orders? Stay
orgo?
What' itto bo? He went o smack him again, butas th lazy
H

Banks, am
focatchit

ever stike me again, Sianhope lod Blanks, and et the
Swordsidebad s sheah,Brks nodded and Saope

Blanks nodded i sestedi e Rt oSl
Yes, ohe for’ Sinope agreed, bt rst up there; and he
poredup o vai o whoro Tenbtos o bong

ot ! Barkssad,and ralyho and Frazwero
aqroment 30 cant s o whol egMent Ao 008 Gk
save your ment
“Yes. Stanhope replied. Al of mymen.

Lieutenant Carson sal n the dark waiting or he end, His three:
‘quards had been fring the hul lasguns, butafler they d been
smashed in,an e diver and el gumer baled otinl e

twas perhaps because they couldn't ses anyone inside. Perhaps
they didn't even understand that people could be Inside. Perhaps

theywere. tdidrt reallymatier. Theywould fiure tout soon
enough.

Somelhing monstrous ied o ip ts way trough the rear hatch. The.
Kof

Tghtappearedasihoueto beyond,andone of e red. Tere
. inhuman shoulof larm and the silhovelte jerked

‘B\m\oﬂ( Bt ouidos! Coanuet
rds peered outofhe hole and then quickly
ot B e o e o o bk



ned it e Gifors,eachone crammed o i wih tcpers
ro0pers grabbed the guard who had fred and ifled

oy oy e

“Youre damn luckyyou missed! Gardner spatat him and then
Showed him Fk looming over them bolh. The guard quickly
agroed.

Nejor Stanhope stepped nto the rear compartment ofhe
transport

[

acpers g e i tbay
“Under arrest, Carson said back.
“From wha i sesn, ledenant Ibsliee hatnolonger ppis
Nowgetup andjump ona Grfon. hatsanorr:
*An order? From you? Carson replied. Howunisua Sucha
sramel jodiyiten
s looed oun i Carson i e oo He old e
riable pose, the odd positoning ofhis legs, the ams tat
fibont hm s dezd o
od again? he asked
They Gantnoad 1o rasvain e fo siop me escaping Mybody
ook caref ratal y el
erywel, Sanhope said and turned away. Ho then handed his
Jacket o Blanks, retumed, ook a hold on the protesting Carson,
i

“The small conioy roed out back down the trail,the troopers on
board shooting any ok that ed o pursue them. T Gifons were
designed to canya small mortar crew and so Stanhope had

menonboar, Eienso toapes had ocing onothe sides, Een
the wounded, even th ding fope woud s none of
e bohind, et v Caraorts trae v fa

Somehow space was found to ca
oty of e ma 51 heating owirds For Bz Tho

had defeated and the srange flems they wore and carried. The

onlythoug!

ictorius orks had onlya single chant:
PN CrOR PGP o



uf

Chapter Twenty-Three
o trpncamp Tawaing Voor pacicaton
1901 Day20
‘GHOP-PA GHOP-PAL GHOP-PAI Nouse's eas werefled vih the
chant His eyes were filed wih deaih, He: -
i Sauigbeasts, Guardsmen, alllid out

together. The scavengers ve warrors had
already faken their rophies and nowitwas the grelchins' tum. Every
pile of dead, everyplatoon's last stand, was alive with them. They.

fingernails ito fabric o far fee butions, modals, cystals, anyhing
thatsh

gt e lnghenig shadous i o rsuls o i

s had tid his hands and puthim on aleash to drag him
s\nng like a pe. It was humiliating, butbeter that than what had
happened o his comrades. Red was st in the cage. He was
i

was streaked in riod biood, but st he pressed it down. He wasnit
maving,

orks’ bellows oficory. It ha been fo nothing.thad all been for
nohing.

'CHOP-PA CHOP-PA CHOP-PA

Nouse had tied to talk fo him, had ried fo xplain, but Red had

itwas as though Nouse were Horus reincamated. Nothing
Nouse had said mado any difronce.
Choppa caled the procession o a hat. Theyhad reached the

engines. Theirdoors and hatches hung open; heir shadowy
fors were guted, lastic melted, metal scorched,steering

Noteteryskeleton was merely mechanical, though. While the

ekt Thoss wero ot ans orsapersanonger, ey

" s i ot know how e amour ad been overcome so

ofthe s of one's comrades.
Nouse remembered Azzabar. Back when they thought the fight

tack,
back then. He had been wel under Carsan's thumb and the.

touring the defences when he had suddenlysat down. They had

Howas doad n an nstant and, moments laer, the edar, who were
ot even supposed o be on Azzabar, atacked.

gheh e was e eyloiL LmighLoe a wespon el o petaps
itwias merelyan objectoffocus for some psychic power,

Sandys io pudding withoutleaving a mark on i

over a body. The nearest ork waded in amongst them. t rabbed at
but

t

been ripped open and beneah itwere the regimental colours. Ho

d

e e ol shodders e cape
‘Chaffey, a hoarse volce whispered his name. twas Red; he.

blus, butfor e first tme n al he years ouse had known him,
thers was a failty behind them. Ho was wounded, his face vias.
e




lowards the cage, stopping a metre from the bars.

out

rowdyorke
the cage. Mbuse instinchely stepped forwards to y and keep Red
nt

sergoant.
“You rat-blasted Red raged at i beneath his breath. You
You don'tsaya word, you hear me? Dorityou
dout for a single momen that ven in hre | can'tpulloutyour
throat | an and | will iless you give e what | want You
that? What have Yol
s o oot s o tuggled o respond. Red did i
. You're  sneak and a thef and a coward,

haw yougheitio
“The grip ihtened and the blood pounded n Nbuse's head. He
stared toraise his fiod hands. ‘Slowly; Red wamed, and Nouse

hold, H

aboutto do.

,buthe|
“The orks noiced him then, but Red had a moment’ grace

througn,

single-handed!
Bt Red's target was quit specic. The mob rounded on him,

and Red managed a singe swips,calcingt acrss hefaco.
fumbled, but

e e coous o os houors

the blows of the mob.



&
Chapter Twenty-Four
FortBiza, Tewaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day.
2

The exening had fallen quickly ove the deserted FortElza. The.

He welcomed anyihing that wouid hide them stllurther from any

but
ther nstead he had

Gifons and the tower o create aarger, communal et
“The men had sunived many rainynights without cover before,

‘who passed nto the ight shortyafle they arived. Sianhope left

et maumingan s v st
jing orders easilynow. His selfimposed taboo had
et ko o peyeves ering o ety aga. Cne st

itothe
= Corsons had said o him as soon as the opportunityto speak
i

hehad said,
Jised, y
smmnvy
Jiewtenant’
b compeniesad egert mmmeeuw uthoriy.
"Yes. you do. Here, you do. With my men, you do- Carson almost

It hat bt i folt i bocy 3 weaknoss e
Heknew

kgt hn et
an have it he added. Justtake care ofthe. You damn
woleepem sk

roed. He had taken woeks 0 acoept he
responsibity of hese men's ives, and now he hid, e was going

pul hem through, no matter what tfook.

Oneimmedie dsapponiment P wes batbheyuere
alone. Vihen they aied, it became clear that no other suiors

i
ratfis menmihibe al atwas lehof o couamnfom
i
e i oney oss s ot o o e

cavalty? Stanhope had saic. Biessed Mrguerie, hats the
[ttt Goptivot

‘g, Trouble was dozing, he panic of the evening and e
He had looked

food and companionship. Wha a fool, Gr
mwmsugaysnu e ey o oy o ot
hel

e weiing s cing Grcrer mad Hehad siayed ke,
o,

when he'd had surpise on his side.

that was gone, now Reeve knew he was outto il him. He
Knewit and he would know he was here as well. The commissar
s justtoying with him, foying with him 2s he'd done on the

when allthe rest of the company were asleep. He'd be putup.
againsta wall and tat would be it The oter brother dead. Another
skl or his coat.
Damn him, Gardiner docided. Hope: tat was what hey got ou
with. Theyletyou think you had hope. Nedo tall he swecter for
el g

fight.

e o

beHylhalw\mhvsway Helookedcom athisqun oo
looked down at Trouble,
e el e s, oottt Bes ghe i3

im. And if they came for him first, the oaryn'd probably get caught



Best thi

bothof them.

s et qseeion o g e g P
would cover his footsteps and keep amyone el from wanderi
around. He walked biltely offunil he was outof sight and then
doubled back lowards where Ledbetie had sited his men. Mbst of

foing the men on the raid he
e o o 1 bt ke v herehy

g
ket

e up, b Garcner could tll that none of hem wias Reeve,
ey Recv ud bebeddingdoun i . He
obviouslywasn't the

et made sonee, Garcerralsed. Reeve woulditcal

g o

standing Their atention should bo focused outinto the junglo, but
‘heyd

shootatanything ey didnt recognise.
Ther Dampened,

Thatwas it
He couidjust oss tin from outside, buttheyd sl cach him

i o, Bt i maet cuck. Hedustvalin ther anc-

oo it arcund,ben aspedandsworo whenhesa
e andng awaycr,
am i o o o o qun?
W oo, corinr o 06 okt o aocanmon
in s hands.
“Blessed Marguerte, Troubl, Gardner issed. ‘Got back o e
barracks!

bewrong!

‘Be quietl Gardher
Danger! Frk decided and shambled over,looking all abou for
Tl r

i S et Tamrogo o Yot
fry.smacng i v h it
I o, g oyl g i Pk SOOI O,

Whywas his fiend doing this? I here was danger then Trouble

thats what he'd said!
ki ocs btyeeni tiokams. or urt Troulel
Trouble somy’ he
et i vereGoback o e porakslLeaveme
alone! But twas too late; e men in thefont had heard

Lodooter.

Gardner swore again. They would have him for sure now: Just

Knowing he was there would orce them totake him. Tis was his
Iych ol H

his bad luck,

Aham} e it sl e i pisl

What Bruwa doin'? alsa fiend. You don't
shomence e 0kim ihaoa v i

‘Geloime,oustupid ool Gatresippedunispergss e

i ek e s wih i bt by

. ossing o unprimed roade ol oh sideand
rabbed o il fom i gtk s o rnadetal.
Tl Gartiner gt and med

vy MToa & oo it e o o
omiuion FkPoughtves i

o il fan oplosin s berosofa
man as Ladbeter charged n chanoword o

“Getyour hands offthat mant he cried an

chamaorddovnon ks ahlcer T e ot

esh Fmkspesmed nagony insinchelycenching tgh. Tooght
for Gardner in his grp; beneath the bloody cheving

“The ogryn rolled away fom the pain, his rain-slickened fiend

expioded, but someona was hurting him and he nceded 0 get hom

1931, Hograboed at e nearestvapon he oot
mporo, Lodbeterbreatred @ he morstrous ognn
ded, but F'k

stiking the cavalry captain wilhthe heavy feeder syslem, The impact

oting utas i .
he's gone berserk! Fimk heard someone shout, and




in the back, sruck him where Ledbelter's sword had suck He
bellowed n pain again. Vany men vere running at him now. They
‘saw Ledbetier and Garcinerying prone at his eet. They shouied
things athim. Blamed him for . Called him tings. He ted o ind
his words, butall e could think ofwas that he'd hurt his fiend.

#0d thomenall around im werebaming him . andshooing
had huthi

Tona 11 vd o .
Fin'k opened his mouth and wailed out s broken heart And

around him.
10p fring! Jop fing!”

Ledbeter lay.Ledbetter was already siring sighty, but Gardner
was dead stll

“Medicae! he called, and then cursed because they had no
medicae et ‘Aoyone!

coried i ot of e b
i v o metcas viing Sarbope

" ot hetn pelles? Coson sl Dontyou sl st

Gardner was probably.
realoe i i ankity, i ot

o, T esigd lookonhe e of e cavatyran i i
told Sanhope:
o Rototis s reimoken, and ik h'sbidingnside 28

" ihatareyou ngtodo7 Carson ke

as comioriable as possible.”
Tl 7 Carson a1 hats whaitis o gt nside

ofamedicae do you cal yoursel?
Carson was an imposing man, and the foroe of his character

one ofther

e propersupplesonnd._ |48l v

deing! it now aboutour repuatn, etenant bt herss

g e a1 an do. a1 dontcall el anylind

e im0k e et ks a1t
howto sae him!

o Y
of the regimental famile
Corsgrws cstior s for & mommentand o Sarhope ook
the chance [ inerject. Thank you for our efots, lance-corporal,
o inLocoetor?

can do. | have fo get back fo the comi

H
:
:
¢
5

“The conditons... hey v aggravated his wound... | don'tknow
thateither? The crumpled ook on the young man's face spoke

Upon him. Stanhope dismissed him and helefl.
Carson was alking o Gardner and Stanhope ook his leave o

holding up Carson.
“He was tying o kil Reste, Carson said ina meastred tone.
When they i atou whathr e’ djng ol Lecbeters men

1mgong ogetmymen ey
"Wo can'tlethis happen; Sanhope said. This s mycommand
gl ot ke el fgting sah o
ied. | suspect hat
Lochatars mon i o o s e b o oy as
mine do’
Whather arsonvas spuring i on o mersly mocin i,
Stanhope could not discer
Is Cordner sl awake? [ e o alk o im st
Toklohm ol B4l dor Lk el b ncined o ey
Garson finished, and Forjazcaried him
Senhope remod node and setlod Amesli nextto e dng
ccus e st vt sppened o yur b, utanent
Carson told me the night aftor we ok the crat
Gardner didn'treply
“Ho told me to ik o you f needed to know any more: Stanhope
continued. What Carson had actually said was that he'd had
enough of Sianhope’s damn questions and that fhe wanted to
Know anymore he'd have to damn wel talk o Gardner himself.‘|

will happen.”
‘Gardner, though, was evidently notin the mood to talk. He sat



Yes, si, Gardner repied. is wmdnwm vith scom.
Stanhope elthis lemperise, bt e contrlled L.

“Iwiant you 1o tink for a moment, corporal. Can you do that? |
wiant you  tink of evenhing you heard about me. Think of

you know that e done o myself, done o olers, have
hd donefome. Tkl tal corpor,an e ke e oy
and ell me you tink tha  do not underst
blinked and looked avay.
s her, O Cawngore. | saw what ey pu s trcugh. |

he said. I

aman open and what they could make him admit Not or the sake.
of justie or ruth, bt simply o reinstate orderand fear” Stanhope
one knee and moved coser o the man. ' know your
brother wasn'ta rator.
rodde, 1o 0 swallow ook decp breath and

S vow camgr o said.‘Scrg . Thats whatyou
i thondyoree ybioo et cmmsba e =
raitor You hear that? Can you undersiand tha, m

Sanhone, supised 1203 0 g0 e s angerpled
him up.

"Howas a alor! Gacarrante | oW L Ho od me.Ho o

1o show me what he could do. He was aiways rouble. Aways. |
stared calling him Trouble when we were kids. He lowed it

angy o an eposad He i need o push any e, Gacoer
e cony g e

k - Garonercamed ol crow o nea it
didntwant o know any names. | was 100 scared o know

partof anyhing | didn'tknow the names.

k |
‘gotcalled up before the Boards. Up in front o that one, Reeve,
Back wher

he

black-coat. Ineard th
theysaic.

everyman sl standing at the end. Sets an example fo e rest, they
say.Blinor, though, the gorious bastard, didrtwant o ose a

men for his liing. So hese black-coals, they had a diferent
ey told me they believed me. They believed | was it part
of anything. But heywanied the names of he ones who were. They

wanled the
it been gagged and bolted down Id have aughed then.

me. Theymight all hane been as pure as priests, but did't care.
Lattherm defend themsalves, fd get me of.

e was certain myallegations would allbe cormoborated by e
ofhers. Becauso f heyweren', he said, ey would have 0

A

o orme.. o reyhad rished s mor dtaed qusstonig
“Thatwas how theyworked . That was how they rooled out the

e, They VT 00030 1, DCOuse DS Ehe Eveone

d

aname and others - s e same, e wero sl o
again Whowas | supposed > choose?
oot vnyons e s Wi e ik oo s
would accuse?
"Reaws i me fl ek o reconsicer et ghen
him. | nodded and he ripped it cloan through e middie. Then ho.
e mo for o name. shauid nevr vl Troulegenioton

“Reeve wenl quiet at that and then | was unstrapped and taken
outofthe room. Theytook me outinto the courtyard and showed me

mpol bumymouth syt Troycallo o ordr o froand|
e e ok seca bk e b bl st
andear oo

there on the straps, my ousers soaked, myface wet. Now |
Howitwoutd b, Know | coutgo Yough togain izadny
brother's name. | aid i, then they made me repeat t Then tey cut

Hagain Then bey deaned me up and ok me backlo mycel. Ao
ro smedunt ves
nwwl; o dobulisten o
marope s it i Corines paspe and coughed e




Al
anyone could have said o him. They had tusted him; theyhad

ssdthe et e was comig. Hohad atayed e fistas
Gardner had betrayed his.

ol Cori o o et r s gultandumedit
outwards, Stanhope had keptitin. The only engeance

ordertoatiack,nor had he the courage to end himselfafienwards.
Instead, he steppod out. He siepped outofhs rank, stopped out of
the Guard, stepped outofhis e as far he could and waited for

someonedise o pul e g o ore e s okt
emens he e ealised it someore was precing
.o e pomahig o yrekng i s

whoitwas.
Ofall hose regimens on Cawnpore, tere were only tvo thal

men who had called themsalves Hacher. The second was the
2018t

heywere
dead.
Ho b met Reove en onlyinpassing. e was ane of e e

forjonuiugtisty ma\camwremmemmn the.
12015t would have t expunged from thir record and instead it
yhad ghen thires ghing e s on
Gz Sarrope. nhs
e ek e s ot st o e 0 anc et
Roowe again o o was 1 sanir commissar o 1o regim

again. Each tme Sanhope wias bumped from regimentto

W lower But

rather thathe was taking him? Vias he was camying him from

commissar can that Stanhope was ot

i

them had never even spoken in priate. But now horo they were

close to the end. The commissar was onlya fow mores away.
haps dyi no had aireacs

‘gone. And Stanhope was siting wih the man who had foughtto
i,

7 Gardner asked, s
e Someon e, Simope adand Seoped ot and
gane the order.
erever [ going..” Gardner said when he retumed, | beter
otseohimtoro’ |
paler than before, his lips going b,
[iciobimiedlaivptind
won't Everyone knows that commissars doritgo info His
tight'
“hers Garner s er?
tand in His shadow, Stanhope said genty. Soas to
make sur o H oyl

them wated insilence for what news woul
e oty o Sty e en s

ks loppedinide. Sanhoge loked rundaim

Sormope emes vtk Coranr. bt Cordnr's eyes e
Unfocused and cimmed. They would not see anything agai
ope released i reathan whispered a ey AP
forthem both. Aprayer for thom all. Emperor know he hiad watched
enough men die n the past, oven die siowdy before him, Hero was
the

Its the last.
Bt Gardner would not be the lastifhis men and Ledbetter's now
tore each other apart
“Tell Carson to keep the men alert he told Blanks. m going fo

are genter than ours ovars him.



&
Chapter Twenty-Five
FortBiza, Tewaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day.
2

Ledbeter had already taken theinitative. One of s cavalymen
Juted,

ol
Stanhope enfered and saw the body of Commissar Reeve. They.

though twero the body of an Imperial hero,ling in sate. Which,
Stanhope supposed, Roeve almost was o thest

theirprayer-books. Ledbeter was amongst hem. Ho saw
nhpe,cosed e sl vkame s harc, cossed e
Himangs swy
k smwpe said as he retumed the salute.
oo him ke this, Ledbeteer began, gesturing
beininim. ms otestie con 6, buta cormisecs e

peror o’
oniope ok Sommant s hescanned e o, g
countthe men, ning to discem the weapons they caried, ying o

givensignal
Lodbeter had paused, waitingfor a esponso.
“These are straitened fimes, Sanhope finally produced. | am
certin that he would understand tat

L
“You are ight, mejor. He would have approted. For
urstakeabl it e remained aracial man. Sl vy,
cannotleave him ke ti
ool hem:Saope conduded,ateastof hoss he
could see. With Gardner dead. Carson immobilised and Frk gone,

Ofcourse,th fathfl needed no such certainy.

“ifyou wishto tansport him back 10 Dova, |am certain that we
can mako aangements, Sanhope ventured, ning o steer the
conversaton. m the precipic.

“His bodyis a shell, major” Ledbetter swepton. It his spit
thatis myconoem. And s spirt wil remain restess unil it
recelves ts proper refribution.

st Lhan i tnche colshvesd up Srves

menon guar
ol hink; he said, playing for e as he lowered his bodya
Pbeqatinplrie el il iotiots
Groumstances.

“They would be watching his hands; he could notput
s weapons. fhe touched th o is oll-cuter orhis pistol, ey
‘would shoothim where he stood. e charged her captain,
»

would:

hevis 1o sunive even a i
‘lagree Ledbeter said. Further talk s useless atpresent’

and give her that same ‘justios" she gave fo our commissar.
Starhope oz, Van Am.

Ledbeter noted the sighttone of isbeliefin Sanhope’s wice,
and nferred fom twhat he had expected
o asserted. |

Emperor's mercy.

o e, athad tken 1 commisrs e,
Aorr bl Logbeter ac Wecugitfom i body
ihope took tand held it up i wha e light there was. This
e

ook, one of e red i rorm s ning s tathe
‘oorjers convenientylost rom their frst xpeciion
twodon o oo v o o eogors. P ol

o the onlyones in hat bt who did not have o ear his
decplne, There as one man n it batle who nostdeey da
have a eason and who he had seen with a Voorer 1

ot havo boon an ok

s 0 s back, major; Ledbeter stated cly. | saw.
e ot v h o v i ot S oy
faced forwards.

“Ofcourse.
Dol have your word th
o e squarely. Ho was asking for s



Stanhope feel soiled amongst these men of honour and fong
instead for the companyofhis rogues and kllers?
I cannot ive myword, captain, knowing | may be ordered 1o
breakit’
Understandabie, major. So, xceping ifyou are ordered, do |
have your word
dustlie, Sianhope fold himsel. Afer what youe bacome, afier
word

honour worth?
‘Sometting, Stanhope decided. s worth something,
four men i

dead,
o ke s e ot St o
35 hlyou must 1 ing hem e sai of cast i 15 i

Woudo? Sanhope epied One we reach Vot il ot
st in vyt o ol ou
Ty o oot ook e e iy Sarope

him now.
Stanhope took hatas fis opportunityto leave and stopped out

passed a quiet message over 0 his caplain.
Moot Lecbetercalle. Stantops sopped snd med bt 6
odsiapbeck sid. ourcors ortener. e

oriner Lot e, am sory o hearhe passed.
.|

restofeurmen:
Pk you, captain. I'm sure theyll apprecite it

Forjazsaw Sianhope retum from the in blles. He mofioned to
them that ll was well and Forjazbreathed asigh ofreliofand

left.Carson toid them formalyo stand down and the men around
Iy

and were now rousled during the nigh 0 be readyfor a
lose-cuertrfghtagains eirown, dealtwi 12l 25 oy
veterans could, Theywent back o seep.
rson called him over. Apparenty Sianhope wared a word in
priate.Forjazhelped him out and over o the tentwhere Gardner's
bodynow lay covered.
Savytn putyou o such roubie,lieutenant, Sianhope said as.

‘Ws Tovaie: Casonropliod iy s Forazsattin doun

jazknew the major had every excuse to keep Carson out of
Comimane.bCaron was Gommined o show o o
‘weakness in rontofthe man.

though he thought himself he equal ofthe rest of hem. He had

'So, Carson summarised, you've sold her out
She sold herselfout by shooting Reeve, Stanhope retortad, O

bulletfrom that Voorjer i
Corson siutup o vt ana Fonazmtmedmswudmem
wall

Carson started agai
"D odbetersayuhy e tovghtshe d 7
o110 Sarcpesid o onlysaid e newon dos s vas

his
O aaco 13 met Carson st Senhope arched s
eyebrow.
ittt mjr evenan Barks began.1any s

heard Van Am speak of one thing: t keep Voor fee, from the-
rrpiilaposiafeiy ool

hout

“Certanly the colonel sn'tinerested in spreading the Imperial
word, Carson agreed.

Even the lieutenant was listening to Blanks, Fodaznoled. The
(Guard had a rigid herarchy, butin such a criss as tis, offcers.
t

His wife would never ot him hear he end oftf Blanks was
promoted above him. He had o make his contrib

“WMoro accurately’ Carson continued. 'Wjor Rosa wouldn'thave
been nterested. The

quard”
“Afew slots open n thatnow; Forjazremarked, and then

realised the oter tree were staring at him. ‘Butthen again, he

thoughtoutloud. ‘No colours, o colour-guard, | suppose.”
oS Sartope okl Carsen Carscn en

oo, sergeant Carson o him. Helpma u, lwantio



check on the men."
buthe obeyed.

were lefalone.
"I should check on the men as well, Sianhope decided and got
fohisfeet.
‘Carson i aifeady coing that, Blanks tod hi
\shﬂu\dd\:naswe\l Toesd oiowow hom i heyneed o

know
No, mrymn‘t They have their commander. You're not going
change th

Thamatatshoud 1do7

Sobsieen

- rather insubordinate, prvate;” Stanhope replied.
X oty order, o Y your Dy boen G o

hese men need another man fo saute.”
“Ican'..| can'tethese ones o, Blanks. | need o ensure
theyre sale.

“Then sieep. 1l wake you i the oks come, or worse,the ancers.”



ul
Interlude

Execution Boards, Cawnpore - 656.41 - Year 17
ofthe Blinor Crusade

Serior Commissars Reeve and Tokls firished thir lunch as they.
the remnants ofthe bodies being removed fom the.

heissgons e boing ut Nkt s of e, utraer it

suchiing vas neroasig e veorand e nhomachires,
heywers comptaing, bt Reewehat ok, ot ool The

shoer scale o he jucicial xecutons had ove

syt el Ao Wricss Noone

fearof the commissars of he Boards.
was bored with it now. There had been a cetain

the sentencing, the bad
‘There were no surprises, no shock rexel
It nscapblognafom i Elnoroped some et
men might be saha
s ot ctpntwhers Rove ad oneast sparf

the attack on the mutiners. The Board had brought him i tis

Thecnlyperdng s hadbeen Reee
Nt hink there's anything movemmm ToKlis opined,
soping e etmors i
i’ beensespingalt sinceve oirim ere! R
e o suportis case, e Aguilyconscencevoul b
keeping him awake. He's sleeping the sieep of e ust”
“The ust?” Reeve questoned. He was ordered o stand and

frontof i iyt
Justabout
nwmmm up. Eiher way, ifs not our concem.

“That alwiays was the diference between us, Reeve said o s

colleague. You can only ever spot those who are a danger now; you
can't see those who might be  danger in e

Toklis adjusted the bionicle which cowered his efLeye. | see
perectyuel bk uppose o ben n Canrpors
rom the start the mutinies would never

‘Of course they wouldrt

3o ool you v soppod o

oo ddrot oot e eadykoon. Twaidrav

e s indisolo. On vhat chrge?

‘What charge? Gross incompetence.

“The other comissar hamumphed. Well,Cammichael is no
Iogerur concem . may el o e Mr

a fewmore thousand of hese fo do and

Sl doine 1 elen o, o3 st Smons 0y aganta
valifouesyoumust backiowork

| v be ot shrty’ Roewe s, umenc

Good Tokislo R i nt o oty pack. b nstead

‘woken, quostoned and releasod less than half an hour carior, and
yethere he was asleep again
e wated, deep in judgemen. He notced someone

dared intermupt him. Howeser, his one he was more charitably
reg

who had fnallycrushed the muineers.
‘Commissar? e coonel asked ey sk oua usston”
o him. Hore was a true soldierof e Emper
W

obeon e meryveart

respectl in his request, but Reeve made it a point ofprinciple:

mihtiusthae ve mgito hep e mae e deciion
jor Sanhope down tere atall? Reeve incined
tis hous e s e bt oo

fratemise with the regular regimens, though.”
Reeve ke

‘ypically with overwhelming force.



“He, justas you, has performed a great senice for the Emperor,

buthe has sufered a greatoss as a consequence. | ear that is

griefover that loss maylead him down a path ofresentmentand
nougt

maer”
“The coloneldid not replyat onoe. He was notofien asked his
‘opinion on any matiers outside of tacical depioyment.
Ttwould depend on the man, commissar, he replied guardedy.
colonel”

h nodas 3 ur ol

Toeyweronomipid by h oo o caons g again.Tho
colone) ook he morment s consider e mate rher

ot hobegan, halaryrman whonas been s i and
seen the consequences of mutiy could ever fall 1o that crime
again.

_Thecolons siepped beside Reseand ooked doun st

hope. *His men gave thir v o bring such abomination toan

rders ovould oy eerbame himsel:
e

roisbcamysuchgut:
2 tho colonel frown, but stay silent.
s ot spook ooy n e i, "t dosou
thinkof tat?’
‘The colonel nodded slowiy s possible. Yet... i, thats,

“Notor aiors, the colonel quicklyadded, 'notfor blaspherners,
oteose o ehse sty
ps. 17 Roewe intempied skl Perhaps

o gomn o st o Sorbones Peape o

The colonel felt s though he had oversizpped fis hmmds and
Snapped back fo alenion, eyes fixed blanklyover Reeve!
Shouider.

“No, o, colonel, Roeve reassured him. ‘Do not fear. You have

Now,

me?

else and | know you reviewed the batle-site. Did we at least get
ir? Didwe ot Hechar?
el Reow i et s o Hacher Trerenoerves.

pos Pecs. Trts al Hachervas. e up fom i
pieces fom
e commssar o ol s5d. Roee ool havas
unconvinced.
ano. i you il ho mutnars reo? Did ou il very
itor? Everylast man and woman?

“Then lassure you iers don snd hovil s
again.
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Chapter Twenty-Six

Amush Sto, Jung Tail Towaing Voor
pacication tage 1 Day 21

The unexpecied peace along the tail did nothing to lessen s

! engines,

time the day before,butitwas notso much the number, itwas the.
order.

il held

tum, Carson could tll atwha stage ofhe battle each man had

Sectons, platoor

evysnge gimy elid et san
was curled p vith a deflated Mister Emmettunder
head, aimestos hough twas apalow. Colaunoun was Hafn,half

med
through the r00fof he squig-beast's mouth. Ingoldsbywas il
t

beyond hi
men whom he had tied o protect
The orks had used rope to hang some of he bodies, squig-
Tk

past The sickening thump the first one made as it fllino a op-

could chide them for wasting ammuniton. The worst moments

e as the rail namowed and there was simplynot enough space
10 edge around. Carson shut his cars at he crunch and pops as his
Gifon drove over Brimlock doad. He had had to witness many

back atthe ralofthe rack crumpled bodies of his former
ylef behind. )

The major id not even look, did not apper even the eastbit

before, hach'the? But then th rancour vanished and, fo that short
o

Theyhad been going for hours now and the mood amongst the

tho s had ol atacod,and Do, and ity s cose
Emperor's name have they
Sartpe asked reloncly, T ok B e
“Rwas the same afer the night atack on Fort liza, Blanks said.

Together forlong:
e iy betis Serbope s
o'y e Enperr o Dersma\ly

rised.
He s gt i bt v voukd i
oo ot town orwarcs as e Gifon ko hard

“Dova ahead! the drver shouted back, exted. “Thank Go- Of,
God-Emperor.

jungle, justas when theyhad ef it Butnow the gates gaped
pthtcalyopen brken ol hinges, and el were
Scomeainhangngbod

DOVA, Tswaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day 21

Choppa was nothappy The fighting the night and day before had
Ri

thatwas how his kind prospered. The siong sunvied, the weak

e, was e losses amongst he meatbeasts that macde him

D Al Pene ey b et rom e S S

dead. His warriors' stomachs were ull now, hulme«mm\d

meatbeast flesh was gone, taken o roted, th

e 8 s vl s o o chor g
Despite his victoris, he feit is ammy crumbiing around him.

At



and he had

th fungs i atvers i home,

Choppa did notwant o retum home, however; e waned o go
on. o have more boyz under is command, ot fawer. He had not
toldthem that, he ralised.

beginning
“Thatwas why Choppa had raised his standard here and called

this word had 0 ofe.

hope walched as another ork warband emerged fom
Junge andmade s vy across the fatened pain owerds he

warboss. twas Fmk.

ropes held by the warriors. He was Sil gipping Garcher's
autocannon tightyin his arms. Stanhope noticed that i al of heir

twas ime. Stanope passed e monocuiar over o Heal to

which Carson s propped up against

? Carson dantinow o 0 bascre . ' socty
as you'd expect im

i wife, his daughters, s son in his uniform, all hanging from the
i

fpah ovards Dova shouing s ofengeance. thad aken

oo fom e oy o e
e famics, 0 youn, e s, andal e restoite

Ao mmgal

but

of laughter, he frst fough o ente his head was how he would
his mind

would k. His men would fesi their shock, anger and gref, hat

it
Blanks appeared, leading Ledbeter owards them. Sanhope
eel,

et
epedionhed o cangs and et eed anew pen.

in Ledbeter ojoin us. Discuss what's nex,
ied.

lotnscte
This fmeitwas Carsor's o hold is tongue as Ledbetter

begun, Carson nferected.
“Where's the colonel? he asked. s he there as well
Stanhope shook his head.He may il be alive, a capty

‘entured.
Aot issin: ks e it s sy
Vel wor g, ut n e anci
oo enapeiesne cion o Ababoe!abandoring
Do lotheotks inafew sucsic, catyphrases. When e had
finished, Sant
%uanwa\\hereunulmems\ewe o butwo e owayol

oyin . S e roposs W e e oS
andifthe orks arentmaking a move by lomorrow, well march, We'l

ki returms, eyl defect tand know where we've gone, he
o

outine of the continent in the soi.
M rlyotorpacoon Tewaing wich had comms
roughioreeh o oot s e He poedatacoton
o T el snemens Weatow et

Knows the land. She must have some means of contacing
Voorheid the

leaves. These savage orks coulc'ttel the diference between a
mu\eandamm\ahewe rin any case.
Tfwe'ro tlylucky, we'l find boats there a5 wel hatcan take us

i

.

il be herd, ;
“Anyauestions?’

s rvacate Crsn s st g
n, Carson said quiety.
nre——



Carson opened and then denched his jaw. s this a joke?

en s arcuelfnda sl
"MW oblem. . Carsansak and e sehis . Hevas

inyour proposal s the partwhere- these
murdemg i om Do ard an by e henesm its walls!
ment. Lieutenani! he
mapn-n o sontenoes oo sdbopon

‘\mmﬂtamp\am»gu Carson retorted. i fact Im demanding
He e: and brushed aside Sianhope’s it utine.
St inmpreseed 1 g o kop ot eious

iive, llwtenant,

s heed b Sarhope barsledon. ou sty o ur
o orders, yo
e o g ot . Corson epled. Sanhope mde o
tand, resolute,

No, listen to me, major. Ty listen for once. What have these men
justseen? Th 'mymen, have seen the resus ofone

uthelr own ves any more? Do you thnk any of tem
‘wouldn'twilingly sacifce themsehies to see ustce done? Carson

couldlve with themseives tomorrow or any day afe f they had
Seen such a crime and simplyrun away?
had noresponse to hat Instead, he merely umed 1o
Ledbeter.
‘Captain? h asked. Your thoughis?’

withouthesiation. These xenos... abominatons, ho spat have

efor
Ledbeter paused a moment, sinuggling briely with the decision
of whether t share himselfwith these ofhers. s for mysel. by

quite the greatest blessing He has ever given me. And now | am

X i,
delaythat reunion a moment longer tan necessary.
butl

she
emation as he said those iords. That was what such faith di.

erywe: Saiopo bogan agan, sacinga nowoutinon
the ground. This is Dova.

“Theyhada plan, Stanhope said to himselfas he strode away: Ho

relched.

ha\Mnm el e e anonie oy prion o o
r waythen shucked his uniform

‘mw ook his knife and started o slce atiL. He had the liing

fioortes
!Bk said a o werto .St uid round

wildlyatthe intemupton, kife in hand. Bianks reacted wit

ik toing Somnepa s s <tiopg e vaopon. ot

Blanks throw the ko to one sido and roleased is hold.
“Apologies, major, he said, bul Sanhope had more pressing
demands. Ho grabbed the fontofthe rooper's uniform, both threat
andieaston,

e they? he asked. You must have kept somel Where:
wretey?
Meor? Bk ied o g tragh o i keeping s hands
high and open so as not o agoravate him any

but
rfing Blarkssa Sanop's oo s swrd bl o
didwas to wrench offthe pommel and show the empty’
comparimort e Yoo e e ok Yol 8 gt
tohave hem.

‘I onit, major, Bianks said calmiy.

“Ijustwant one, privte. That s an order. justneed one.
Stanhope released Blanks and reuned o hs savaged jacket Its
happening again. Ifs happening agan. | swore d never...but|
have and now its happening againl

. Vet Bk s abrptyiocaptr s ateton. s e

Umuuensmsme ool e Thylal do sgain'

o Sarope; Blanks repled . s agood pan
o

"Wo hne o chanco, Blanks. How manywer heroin at

knows how many more of e there are.
“That's notsignificant
 Sanhopo siopped ummaging nsido i acke H rplied

ot eliptier
i Bk s Aeme e g i ean e o sopan
amy.
‘Butnotthe orks, priate. Asingle bulletsn't even enough o siop
‘one of them. Stanhope clasped something inside the lining. Aad




#adall our men, my men, wildi.
“110id mysel Sianhope coninued. | swore o myselfafer
Cawnpore that | would never do t again. | would never it the

0 ten Caron came alongand s ustas s, st ke it
majorof he 67th. Decicated, deferming
ergorie . s b same gt vas 2 wd\ bt
i dod e

strong en

rope plod s hand ut fom oo nbevoon s
fingers was a small,inocuous, drylea.

o Blrks soree Yo ght | canses it Youcortrens

trho ot Carson and Loboter ar ling i e, You
dmlhave\nooarmhwa
Tk reached i, Sanhope e h efavayfom i,
bullhalwas ot his target With  swif, smooth action, Blanks
pulled the fellcutier fom it sheath and held tup n his hands.
Smnmwe reached afer L.
thatback.

Emks heldtaway, isting it slowtyin is hand, admirng i

P acaungito
Notiont tbaongs o somecne dse Youtiams tet Banks
looked al tagain, caiching the ightwith the biade. t belongs fo

AW g2 110U 10 455018 Yu f i oyl To el you of o
it beldin o roceah
s arm down and wailed. What's your

L —
itinyouthen. They knew what you were asking of hem. The same
25 those men her. Theykcow i o crders moan, bt eyl

ol hosecrdor bocauso ey st o men o g
ke eversed o swordand sank it pot st o tho it

“The onlyperson you have leftto decide oris yoursel, major.

1o keep alve, who will be going in with them? The oficer who.
eamed that sword, or the rooper n hiding who's alreadygone
somewhere else?

‘Aihal,

downinifs place futiered a smal,innocuious, dy leaf.

Inside Do, Choppa was fascinated by the gi that the war party

i far bigger than any Just
oy

taid notact much ke one. twas neithr ouraged, nor proudly.
defiant There was nothing of command abou It implystood

erecumbly cching it
Choppa 0ld the war-partyboss 10 bring him the weagon. It was
much arger than the one his new al s grot had

b bald e tucton o old Croppa e bigalen
ool s o e vt o lodono of e

to underline the consequences ofrfu
4, Thoboss rlucantyobeyed and earisod i boyz A sigal

i i o s, A s rs momen, arshor domn

forits arm, butit swatied them away, then took hold of one of e

scared tolet go and so was ragged rom his feet. The others

it scablod s fctonyo so0 o bigaen uinginis

e a sickening runch as his bones broke as
e sians MmOt oG

Choppa caed the boyzoff and the big alien retreated cradiing
the autocannon foifseif. Choppa was notonlyimpressed byits

creature was. L did notfghtas a warboss, it ioughtas a pet That
aifitt ! pel hen itmight

befis 2 el
ytatpossinil et Chopoa vas nminating v
o e maror s o o
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The mortars were notintended to do much damage. Their proper

ST, benyoferamsinng shelshed been e o
e ss manymenon o2 o b caid Thefawshos
Tren redwersonydesigned oot e o

R
K s e gl of Do and o e, There
were indeed more than a hundred, i fact nearly e hundred

ol caan
o med he remains of s companyupin a singe e,

The orks changed directon and headed towards: ot
responded and his men pushed their horses to e ilk. Theywere.
i o hury. The orks picked up thei pace n excitement at e

rds he cavalry, he other atack swung info motion. The Grflons.
burstfrom theirfiing poins and motored out onto the piain. Their
targetwas the gales, and they were notsiopping for anything.

the atack, but he suppressed the urge afer seeing the serious
faces jammed in around him. He could nothelp i, fough. The

as he had wished (o ve everymomentof his lfe. The oy he hiad
never found n the squalor of his chlchood or the back-breaking
Da

it

buths

Knewitvis there
He held on ighter as the Griffons neared the gates. He felthe.

them. Then he saw the broken gates of Dova fash past. Theywere

and vaulted over ono the ground.

His comrades were jumping down al around him. The orks hat
had remained inside Dova had a moment's confusion before:
following thei natura instincs. Heal saw one, broughit his lasgun to

Heal

osed and

fred and
ork collapsed, ts body scored with las-burns. Heal was not done.

onth backof o orshead sk bt o sl sll o
‘Someone was shouting at him now o get back o the .

crack ofis skull

Nowfor one more,

Quton i i, Cropparslsd he hadbeen cutenked nd
med back o e
I rsons s g e e e Gifons just b he gelesof
Dowa before halting. Carson and halfhis men stayed wi

fomards o aniiaoanyor et mid, Th longer
e betre harmai bk ofhe o e e o b
wias Lodbetters ot

Fortho Emperor” he called. Our faith, our shield and s
“The line stared o run, and Some of e orks umed back again,
aniicipating the combat. The horses raced forwards and teir riders.

heir charge it home, blowing ork bodies (0 pieces. The horsemen

lodsengsge Laheter s crarsyoxd whiing caned apan
dlarfor his sunivors, and

mone.masmwbie,hod e o oodbes \Mﬂlslcar:nn
and Ledbetie’s onlygoai was o wipe these ork warbands from:
Janet,

‘gates, but e mochanisim was fused and useloss. The vall-
defonce guns were the same. How had the orks managed f?
Stanhope wondered. To have taken Dova 5o quick)
He then headed over 0 the Valkytes on the landing pad. The few
orks, new-spawns who had been Ieft behind by the warrors, were.
'he had feared, hough




the
was in anyconditon o fy

From the landing pad, he could see out oo the pain,to where
Ledbeter's cavalry were fihting in the midst o the ork horde; heir

reflcted flashes of their laspistols. They could notwin, butthey.
fought on anyway. I that instant, Sanhope remerbered his

take the rebels orress. iembered his second, Sub
Paocta o o hld e oo averd v neloh o he

“They were dead,

more, Sianhope wondered, of he gross injustioes that good
soldiers suflered n His name?

“The onlyexcuse the Imperiu had was that the alemathe vas.
farviorse.
“There's nothing leftfor it” Sanhope retumed to Carson, s his

We'te got o take the voxtoner.

nd

Brimlock 1161, Tho dificuitywas that e voxiower layat o top of
the centra baston.

k d his merryband are aiready n there. Your man as
well! Carson replied, keeping his eye o the groning defences. He

s s e sl Hadess ey
would have been a picture of nonchalance. ‘A
ook wihat ey o afeadyromed o
Carson cupped his nand around s mouth and caled ot Two
familar fures came e
essod Norguerio: Sanhopo saidwhen he recogised R
) e e/
outio a e the ognn satwith the:
comedocoyomtssionss befre. 4 byl uspoct
o where s mind s gor

e ehats hppened o our
earen marigs, sa. W 5% Fomoving e assoonas
snppor
S0 Te oo what by say,coicw. Notingcan il ou-
“Nothing has yet, sah. And noting ever
Nowso chippedin Nothng can nsipa sateous manin e
weciionofhis oo Ery
e you e e Garsonsstes
No i B o ooking o
s et ponadyand Shoadre i gun. On
k. et S o rsand o o st

epit
“Wbuse, and request he be charged with derelicion of duy,

inciicual oflence being immediate execuion by fring squad. The
e ato a o busyai s, b am appy o perom ho
sentencs myselt

Mouso st 1o proestand R g i a e prch

ihope paused for a moment, taken aback. Thank ot
o segeant bymoermalaumaqesbedmwed Youre
affee man,
ot was o Curman s ouse sconi, s,
Knowing hat Red had been fully prepared o pul he vigger:
SarPope madio arson Holangcansouhade ins?
2 damned sl queston; knew as soon as h
e Corson vt 25 o o o et e
“Thirty minutes, ou think?” Sianhope ash
On, [don'tbeliove you'l take that on
s, Saope S anc e neary ettt bt Rod

P oo kg o vxower, san
right”

i Stanhape Sarhooe okt corksed
colours, si; un‘em up the tower. et fling

st
B Sanhope rada bt Yoot coour sergean,
Red. Come with us and raise them your
FRod hook s head. Begaing ur oo pardon, sah Fraid ot sah.
T ot warhors looed over at Cason. “Aoter oo o
myoficer outof, sah.”
Rod stopped awayand headed back 0 the Gifor-ine. The men
i
amongstthem and he bawied them out.
‘Stanhope asked buse. Whatabout you?”
Votse welched e s perseaor and deendet, vt smarty

his decision was far easier tan he expected.
troubies, malor.Im with you! Nouse said



o o a1 Coragp e Mouse:
scuried off and Stanhops umed back to

lsbapietod el )
promotion?”

Stanhope, e had my il of majors.”
Sanhope nodded Antung olse?
‘Justleave me with my'
Tha hoctwont up g o wero hoading back frough

e sgaist s
e S leppod down o groun. Gk,
ovant
“Goodluck, i’ Carson replied

Stanhope and buse ran o the entrance of e bastion. The orks
had broken it and,ike the gates, never thought
1o ixit. They headed o the gloom, making for e main stainwell. A
chorus of echoing screams greeted them. Agroup of three of
Forazs men, e and brsed,stmbied pat thewo walking
‘wounded camying the-

Pkt o Gnecfom vamed. H's an animal Ho's
tearing the orks af

e reefred nobing more and smiod ouside

dying on both sides: orks charted and pierced by las-fire and
bayonel, and the Brimiock troopers they had bludgeon
b their crude weapons and hea fsts. Thei blood

ncioned, ging Hem hops i e axlowe mightstl e

" s sopped o e el s sounded
inhuman bellows . They reached the bottom of
ot s heyfoon ot ooy bac i oo crk

and bitten at evenything he could reach. The orks had won. Mbuse

e worst eyt up e st of s and iy
sensed the blood-ripping iuro.

Sarope g o miapon

“The bastion is yours, major, Blaniks said inreply.

Nouso gasped behind him. Blarks oouched a e opol he

armour was ripped, lom awayin some places. His face was
Scorched. He was not covered in blood, he was drenched in 1
None oftwas his own. He sat there on his haunches, e only
veapon i ands s siver byt Ho i
major, there's something you have o see.
Bk oy g ey Sheryoer o podes ofa

where the bayonet had stuck.
mgiaahe’s ncur sice! Mouso isprsc and Sarhopo
coudnatra
hing Blanks ha alluded o was at he Lp of e
baston,up o hashootng deck Sarhope halled e t
secton forthe voxlower beside . Forunalely, the orks

the deck.
,Tkaepanye ontho ok, Barks said. ‘Lo ot

it Sirhopo s, ot Banks enishod. Holockad about

there, some knocked aside by he orks. The giant map of Voor on

sfoved damage and yassaned wih oot four comers, but
there was no one el

Wiho...is there? a week indistinct oics emerged from one of
the chairs in a dark com

o Mo Sanbepe. Who's hat?

Tho oo groaned g Soepope...uhy..ofamy
ocars. dhme

1 Sarnopo oeaimod and srodo over ftwas Coonol

o ndocd Weatwes ko . Ths o r ey

here were merely bound stumps. The actual limbs were only.
Wi f

and loes had been separaled and then resewn a5 well. Theyhad
blinded one eye and the other was nearly swollen shut with
brusing

twas the one with the bad lg. . Arbulaster burbled in way of
explanaton, | tink..he was curious... hy we doritheal the viay

Mouse shouted up, s working, major Transmiting now!
"Tho big one...al e did was stand in here... stare at the map.

Abulastor coninued. You'l have (o koep... an oye on him,
nhope...

whimper.
“Whatis f” Stanhope as
Lost. hersginert o e
e ook of s saeh,iolisd a0 showpatlte
mage v, vl g o Atuiasiers




but Sanhope could make outthat he was repeating te same
hvasa gai and s,
o Him...praise Him... praise Him.

et s sicpoed i B Pt arde pled
his face:

‘Onelast hing... Stanhope.’

)
“Fwe should mest each othr...in His liht...do someting for

s
“Don'tstop...keep on walking

lastime.
“Mejor, ir Ive gota message coming back”
“From oorheid?
No,sir. I a Valkyie, and ifs comingin'”
The missing Valkytie, retuming from a un to Voorheid, had
Now

s raking, baking 502 o sopa hover it Do
ouse, connecttrough up here, Stanhope ordered, and the

“Trs is Mejor Stanhope, acting commander of Do, Who'is

' pilots voice came back over he sound of o i
‘Vns T Fion odenam e eksring wih b Colonls

cargo
What cargois that?”
“Is... My orders were only o report o the colonel..*
“Listen, man’ Stanhope shapped. s itanyhing we can use to

‘God-Emperor. Sianhope heard the pilot gasp as the Valkyrie

No, major! the pilot roported quicky. .. crates ofiquor, it
Boves ofood. Tins of candied fui Its whatthe colonel ordor.
Ho tailed of.

n'the comer, Abulaster gurgled.

Boughtshouid ohe e men a supise

“Wihat are your oders, major?

“Dump it Dump tall Preferably on the heads of the orks! Then—

Nouse cuthim off‘Come in lose to the voxtower and pick us

Joorshat it Mouse, shutup! lan, crop nsid e wels
ande

‘wam Wi Nowse stamd«: St

Mouse, | said shut

“Nol Serir ;vsmmsvw«gumuesaovmumawv

Do what aga

Whatthey

fow they ook Dowal”
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DOVA, Tewaing, Voor pacification Stage 1 Day 21

themseives. Some roopers thought o stand so as fo be able o fre
down at the orks who had made tnto the lee, and heyin u

posts. Ho hald his tolom high onoe more and struck twit i
cloaver.

deck.
“Whatin damnation was that?” Sianhope demanded.
*Something their warboss has. I shorted the voxagain!
Dani the vox, Stanhope thoughtas he rushed across o the.

trirtancsardre Grfors g bt . Tho e ad
v o insocondsandvertmphany g o
apart et
ke Hanks, gt upherof Sanhcpo shoutd behind e,
Nnusswasam-emebeea o him
“Look th
e hodpeenri bkt s by, lant s b
fooping bor i et Shevs oweyg fom oS e Fant
fougtit hoconto. Mmse Icapiup bside Santpe and
blancogont e
e o et h ot i can et cown
here.
Sanopemed ek o s
“Whatabout the colonel
Moeas s oo oshad it anger. Prsonalyd s himas a
oo, bthe' a bty Lot gof e sheked and
St be

owerto Abulaster
“Colonel. Colonelf he said, atracting his atention. Arbulaster
looked at i
iy e me .. Sanops began and crewthe el

m\ummm then slowlynodded.
‘So...'he mutiered quist, tere ...
Smnmpe g
gt mafor, Blarksssd i .
bloodied:

shealh. Have you ever considered th it maynot be entrly

“1fndits certanlyless benefica for thei health, major.

Stanhape looked back o the window. Nbuse has the right
Lt getupthere:Ho e e colous s imslfagan. g
mighot i orus, bt ol ik

ope went across and e him el up cro he windcw

e oot ot s b ohowg o

“Respeciflly,no, major.

Wt rat? Sannoge sk xsparste

“You asked me who | hought s,

Yes?

dontiaow o sur, btk uttvas ono ormels ary
done 10 those who've committed some great sin. To Gve us e

nhope. m a weapon. And there's a whole army out here that
isn't going siop here at Do s even going 10 iop on Voor But
Ican siopithere:

"You can'tstop an army; Siarihope stated. Not even you,
Blanks.
“Remember what | said, it can justake a single bulet.ffyou put
itinthe right place:
"You don'thave a bullet” Sanhope reminded i,
“Ionitneed one:
i outofsight H

He worit come down! Wbuse shoed. Stanhope looked up.
buthe wasnt

descanding aier.
‘Show him what we can offr then, Stanhope said and

downdraught That gota reacton. The Valkyre stared o descend,
butonlyas far as the top of the voxtower. The array of antennae



from the tower blocked him coming down any further.
t i1 bt

P! X
rear haich opened, and there was a crewman nside, beckoning
ther

Stnhope fastened the coloursand stated o imb as el fs
First

i lge hentis ams, hen i et Have o S
1 a fow scconds to est. He looked around athe

ey e ot v, o eyt T oy

had held. The crater ey had taken. The ambush, he biood

had shed.

eyes. Blanks. Booth. Ducky. Merble, Gardner. Forjz |
oot Hooom aram oo sboot st s Thoywolde
ro oy o cach 1. Thoywoukd v i agin
T pledimsellup anciver ek and ookedupat e

Aler is crash, his pilots had

butthey would know th
s sornetig oy basicatim, Ty e g hima
Ifline. They were throwing him a rope. He took the colours

i foet. He was in the air, s gip on the colours all hat was
holding him.

“You're going o hae 0 hold o
Sannope ooed s eioswinming I atmoment
‘was notthe Valkyre crewman feaching out o him, twas Blank

Barke wodd avys pallim ot
haw...? e wonder

Noure going o have o hold on,si Blanks the crewman
Shouted

Never called mesir.

“Hoid on'” he seemed fo shoutagain,

Don'thawe the strength.

“Hoid on”

Notsrong enough. Can'tsunive again.

“Hoid onl

Can'tdotall again.

Notagain.
Hold on!”

laybackinto he air.
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Brimlock Eleventh! the rgimental sergeant major balowed. ‘Form
compani!
“The troopers ofthe Brimlock 11th scrambled to obey, heir own

neyuers dogspaingcotf,
pe watched he carefully controlled chaos as, siowly, e

he frontlne, looking for his place.
the cavalryand Ledbetterthere ipped his lance in
Jute, brandishir
Some kind of meat bone. Drum treated him 1 a bast o batte-

top ofhis tank
notwith them.
Ho passod Deverrl, Wymondham, Ingoldsby, Fergus, Tyrwhit,

chest o, gutin, standing as proud as he'd ever seen him, Brocoe
byhis sid though, he ust camied

ki
adjusting himseli Sianhope saluied and Roussell scowled. There,

deepn discussion. Marble was fiddling with is rie. Foriazwes

slps it e s vy s
o ok e s i b o
i oy o son onaney dosirabon o, ke ot
make tout in the light
S, 41 Supcutoftatposiont Becthshoutd st

. Sfaps e, consed. T was whers o bolnged
Crsonsmmorbgons

Tata otou - Sanhope; e sad Someond's aready

"Who? | dontsse them? Sanhope querid.
“Ofcourse not”
The orders came through fo prepare fo march and Siarhope.

he

said. Youlre mymer
No\mojor, Carsen oldhim. Ve onlyborowed each ofer.
Bosids, heres someonowaitng bryou-
Tho ador o march camo and o Brmlock 110 sartd o move

however, and came running over o i,
“Wejor! Nejor! Gardner said. | wanled you to meet my brother.

Someone around the shoulder,
“There's noone there; Stanhope:
[Ofeourse hes herf Gardner e bk He el or e,
dicntyou

o wrested gyt e o framemertanden
tumed away. Goto be getiing back, maijor. Come on, Ymub{e
tothe com;

“Siarting o figure it out, Sanhope? a vice said behind .
Stanhope tumed around. The man Stanhope had known as.
less the wid

“Mejor, Bi
Foope Gt ol ki,
fonel”Stanhope replied and saluted. Blanks saluted back.
Do you know whynow? Do you remernber? Stanhope asked.
farks nodded.
VWas ita punishment?
No.ltwas a mercy. Blanks looked behind him. The things 1d
Seen... twas Hi blessing.
Starihope nodded. Banks glanced behind him.
et gt gong W men s b g or
Pope e dortes e
oo, B repios. osabrtkoow . s
antsee e e St rovell and o ey o

Wece Jouhim? Sanhope caled Ve you e mutnee? ere

e e 1 were e cnes o iled i ad ho
dozppeared

ihope looked about him, irlessly. He should go on, but
xuva\ynmz\cra Thencneas o approachod i fom o

pvease o e

enwaing o

Nouw oot A i ime?
“Ofcourse,si. W are your

I
then presented it
I beleve your word has been kept This should be yours again.
‘Sub Pagedartookitin his graceful hands and retumed his.



major’s smile.
“Atyour command, sir he said.
“Thank you; Stanhope agreed. ‘A my command:’

v DS o et b i, fod
the others rased teir voioos with him as the Brimock 1
marched ino the Emperor's ight.

~home and the ones who sorve sil.
ColourSegeant by s S O

SomRogimentot Fot
(The South Stafordshire Regiment)
Private Emest Bresdon

1899-1961

“The Durham Light Infantry

“The Home Guard

Private Hary Broedon

1896-1916

Foresters), 1st7th Bn.
Privae George Smith
1890-1968

Foresters)
The Bedordshire Regiment
Privato John Aan Smith
19341997

Foresters)
The Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Private Harry Stones

18991917
ey Ccist Corps, 2nd B
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